
Cosmopolitan Regard

Cosmopolitan theory suggests that we should shift our moral attention from 

the local to the global. Richard Vernon argues, however, that if we adopt cos-

mopolitan beliefs about justice we must re-examine our beliefs about political 

obligation. Far from undermining the demands of citizenship, cosmopolitanism 

implies more demanding political obligations than theories of the state have 

traditionally recognized. Using examples including humanitarian intervention, 

international criminal law, and international political economy, Vernon sug-

gests we have a responsibility not to enhance risks facing other societies and 

to assist them when their own risk-taking has failed. The central arguments in 

Cosmopolitan Regard are that what we owe to other societies rests on the same 

basis as what we owe to our own, and that a theory of cosmopolitanism must 

connect the responsibilities of citizens beyond their own borders with their 

 obligations to one another.

richard vernon is Distinguished University Professor in the Department of 

Political Science at the University of Western Ontario.
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As the twenty-first century begins, major new political challenges have arisen 

at the same time as some of the most enduring dilemmas of political associa-

tion remain unresolved. The collapse of communism and the end of the Cold War 

reflect a victory for democratic and liberal values, yet in many of the Western 

countries that nurtured those values there are severe problems of urban decay, 

class and racial conflict, and failing political legitimacy. Enduring global injus-

tice and inequality seem compounded by environmental problems, disease, the 

oppression of women, racial, ethnic and religious minorities, and the relentless 

growth of the world’s population. In such circumstances, the need for creative 

thinking about the fundamentals of human political association is manifest. This 

new series in contemporary political theory is needed to foster such systematic 

normative reflection.

The series proceeds in the belief that the time is ripe for a reassertion of 

the importance of problem-driven political theory. It is concerned, that is, with 

works that are motivated by the impulse to understand, think critically about, 

and address the problems in the world, rather than issues that are thrown up pri-

marily in academic debate. Books in the series may be interdisciplinary in char-

acter, ranging over issues conventionally dealt with in philosophy, law, history, 

and the human sciences. The range of materials and the methods of proceeding 

should be dictated by the problem at hand, not the conventional debates or disci-

plinary divisions of academia.

Other books in the series
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