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Emerging in the medieval period, chivalry embodied ideals that elite war-
riors cherished and practices that formed their profession. In this major new
overview, Richard Kaeuper examines how chivalry made sense of violence
and war, making it tolerable for elite fighters rather than nonknightly or
subknightly populations. He discusses how chivalry buttressed status and
profession, shaped active piety, and fostered intense warrior attachments
and heterosexual relationships. Though showing regional and chronological
variations, chivalry at its core enshrined the practice of prowess in securing
honor, with this process significantly blessed by religion. Both kingship and
church authority sought to direct the great force of chivalry and, despite
tensions, finally came to terms with rising knightly status and a burgeoning
military role. Kaeuper engages with a wide range of evidence in his analysis,
drawing on the chivalric literature, manuscript illumination, and sermon
exempla and moral tales.

RICHARD W. KAEUPER is Professor of History at the University of Rochester,
NY. His previous publications include Holy Warriors (2009), Chivalry and Violence
in Medieval Europe (1999), The Book of Chivalry of Geoffroi de Charny (with Elspeth
Kennedy, 1996), and War, Justice and Public Order (1988).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

Advance praise for Medieval Chivalry

“Professor Kaeuper is one of the foremost experts on medieval chivalry,
equally at home with the evidence provided by literature and the
sources normally used by historians. This new textbook draws together
the important insights that he has offered on violence and religion
within medieval chivalric culture, to provide a clear and exciting vision
of this complex field.”

Craig Taylor, University of York

“Richard Kaeuper’s new book is a tour de force. It presents chivalry as one
of the great defining forces of medieval culture. Anyone wishing to
grasp medieval chivalry, and indeed the Middle Ages as a whole, will
have to read this book or run the risk of seriously misunderstanding the
topic.”

Christoph T. Maier, University of Zurich

“Medieval Chivalry is a deeply erudite and multilayered analysis of a
complicated and much misunderstood subject. Professor Kaeuper, the
leading scholar in the field, examines chivalry in its political, social,
economic, and literary contexts. It is a four de force that will set the terms
for future discussion.”

William Caferro, Vanderbilt University

“In what is destined to become the standard work on the subject,
Richard Kaeuper’s Medieval Chivalry explores the historical evolution
of this aristocratic military ethos from the ninth through the fifteenth
century. Guided by his unrivaled mastery of chivalric literature,
Kaeuper strips away the varnish of nineteenth-century romanticism to
reveal a contested ideology that, at its heart, valorized the practice of
violence by a social elite.”

Richard Abels, United States Naval Academy

“In this masterly new study of the nature and development of European
chivalry from the eleventh to the fifteenth century. Kaeuper takes us
into the thought world of the medieval warrior aristocracy with verve
and rare perception. He probes the essence of chivalric values and their
expression in war and peace, elucidating with freshness and clarity
chivalry’s complex and subtly evolving interaction with religion, nobi-
lity, courtliness, and the state. Impressive in its range and skillful
synthesis, this valuable and thought-provoking study will be essential
reading for specialists and students alike.”

Matthew Strickland, University of Glasgow
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Cambridge Medieval Textbooks

This is a series of introductions to important topics in medieval history aimed
primarily at advanced students and faculty, and is designed to complement the
monograph series Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought. It includes
both chronological and thematic approaches and addresses both British and
European topics.

For a list of titles in the series, see www.cambridge.org/medievaltextbooks
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To the memory of Joseph R. Strayer
and Edmund B. Fryde

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
List of figures page xii
Acknowledgments xiv
Part I An approach to chivalry: was it real and practical? 1
1 The reality of medieval chivalry 7
The view through romantic spectacles 12
The practicality of chivalry 22
2 Models of medieval chivalry 25
Core values in five model knights 33
Chivalric balance and pragmatism 45
Part II Three broad chronological phases 57
3 Phase one: knighthood becoming chivalry 63
Chivalric function — military technique and technology 65
Function and status: great lords 68
Function and status: milites 71
Early chivalric ideology? 77
4 Phase two: knighthood and chivalry fuse 85
Continuing warrior function 86
Expanding chivalric ranks 92
Maturing ideology 107
Changing legal status 110

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter
More information

X Contents
5 Phase three: chivalry beyond formal knighthood 121
Narrowing of formal knightly ranks 124
Toward an expanded and more informal chivalry 126
The state and the new learning 144
Chivalric transformation 153
Part III The privileged practice of violence 155
6 Chivalry and war 161
Was chivalric warfare a game of gentlemen? 163
Knight versus knight and a law of arms 173
Knights versus commoners 181
Conclusion 205
7 Tournament 208
Evolving forms 211
Tournament, society, and authority 217
Part IV Chivalry, governing institutions, and ideals 233
8 Kings and knights 239
Chivalry and the emerging state 239
Knighthood and an ordered realm 250
Conclusion 261
9 Chivalry in dialogue with religious ideals 264
Context: crusade and warfare in general 277
Context: cultural obsession with asceticism 291
Theological constructs as chivalric buttresses 296
Conclusion: chivalry as a species of lay piety 307
Part V The world of chivalric emotions 311
10 Love and amity, men and women 321
Preliminary cautions 323
Starting near the end with Malory’s views 328
The intensity of warrior attraction 346
Conclusion 350

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information
Contents x1
11 Anger, wrath, fear, thirst for vengeance 353
Taking the pulse of knightly emotions 353
Fear and its antidotes 366
Conclusion 382
Reflections 384
Select Bibliography 392
Index 420

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

FIGURES

1 The Imperial Palace at Goslar (Kaiserpfalz) with equestrian

statues / Pecold / Shutterstock.com page 19
2 Battle of Hastings, 1066. Musée de la Tapisserie, Bayeux,

France / With special authorization of the city of Bayeux /

Bridgeman Images 67
3 Ms Fr 782 £.16 Arming a knight, from the “Roman de Troie”

(vellum) (b/w photo), French School (thirteenth—fourteenth

century) / Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, France / Bridgeman

Images 105
4 Equestrian Monument to Giovanni Acuto, fresco, Cathedral of

Florence, Italy, Paolo Uccello (1397-1475) / Duomo,

Florence, Italy / De Agostini Picture Library / G. Nimatallah /

Bridgeman Images 131
5 Royal 20 C. VII, f.41v Soldiers Pillage a House, illustration

from “Chroniques de France ou de Saint Denis” (vellum),

French School (fourteenth century) / British Library, London,

UK / Bridgeman Images 163
6 Ms Fr91 Fol.87 Page from “The Story of Merlin” by Robert de

Boron, c. 1482-1489 (vellum), French School (fifteenth cen-

tury) / Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, France / Bridgeman

Images 186
7 Tournament Scene: The Melee (oil on panel), Italian School

(fifteenth century) / Musée des Beaux-Arts, Tours, France /

Bridgeman Images 210
8 Tournament miniature from “Lancelot of the Lake,” manu-

script, France (fourteenth century) / De Agostini Picture

Library / J. E. Bulloz / Bridgeman Images 226

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

List of figures xiil

9 Scepter of Charles V, unknown artist, before 1380 / Musée du

Louvre, Paris, France / Siren-Com / licensed under the

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported

license 240
10 Knights on horseback armed with shields and spears, decoration

of capital in relief, Parish Church of St. Peter, Gropina, Loro

Ciuffenna, Tuscany, Italy (eleventh century) / De Agostini

Picture Library / A. de Gregorio / Bridgeman Images 265
11 Rondel depicting Holofernes’ army crossing the Euphrates

River, from the Sainte-Chapelle, Paris, 1246—1248 (stained and

painted glass), French School (thirteenth century) /

Philadelphia Museum of Art, Pennsylvania, US / Purchased

with funds contributed by Mrs. Clement Biddle Wood in

memory of her husband, 1930 / Bridgeman Images 266
12 Mirror case depicting courtly scenes, c. 1320-1330 (ivory),

French School (fourteenth century) / Musée du Louvre, Paris,

France / Bridgeman Images 322
13 Ms 6, Fol.136v Murder of St. Thomas a Becket, from the

St. Alban’s Chronicle (vellum), English School (fifteenth cen-

tury) / © Lambeth Palace Library, London, UK / Bridgeman

Images 355

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Since this book investigates a cluster of topics that has become almost
unmanageable in scope in the past quarter century, much assistance
was needed and is here noted with thanks, however inadequately.
Margaret, to whom [ am fortunately married, made the writing of this
book possible and enhanced its approaches with her acute observa-
tions and penetrating questions; she merits more thanks than I can
express.

My former and current students performed wonders. Christopher
Guyol read a painfully early draft line by line and stubbornly insisted
that I write clearly. Among the many forms of assistance Samuel
Claussen provided was keeping me in touch with the instructive
Iberian evidence on chivalry; he likewise cheerfully conducted word
searches in the thickets of Barbour’s Bruce. Peter Sposato generously and
helptully took me south of the Alps and especially into the tangled
and easily misunderstood world of Florentine chivalry. Daniel Franke
provided essential service by guiding me across the Rhine. Paul
Dingman commented on issues raised in Part V. With heroic and
tireless exactitude, Tristan Sharp transformed many of my initial and
sketchy draft footnotes into the real thing, pointing out useful evidence
in the process and also constructed the bibliography. Sebastian Bezerra
scanned Malory’s Morte Darthur, allowing numerous word searches,
and offered helpful suggestions on the results. As the project came
to a close, Sam Callis carefully aided in a variety of further word
searches, as did Ben Einhouse. Courtney Hubbart, Andrew Rizzo,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76168-0 - Medieval Chivalry
Richard W. Kaeuper

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments XV

Noah Bender, and Garrett Gay skillfully managed the last stages of
proofreading and corrections.

A valiant cohort of professionals at Cambridge University Press
managed this complex process elegantly. I am indebted to Michael
Watson, who requested and encouraged me to undertake this project,
to Elizabeth Friend-Smith for getting it launched, and to Rosalyn Scott,
Rebecca Taylor, Emma Collison, Mary Bongiovi, Philip Alexander,
and Sri Hari Kumar Sugumaran for their patience and unfailing assis-
tance in shepherding the book into final form. I also thank Birgitte
Necessary for creating the index.

Significant scholarly work, often in advance of publication, was
collegially provided by Matthew Strickland, Max Lieberman,
Richard Abels, Rory Cox, Ruth Karras, Helmut Pouff, and John
Block Friedmans. Thomas Bisson threw a lifeline as I struggled
through the stormy seas of the Carolingian era and its aftermath and
Anthony J. Pollard offered helpful comments on specific points.
The collegial assistance of Martin Jones gave me the courage to
draw on German literature. In Rush Rhees Library and the
Robbins Medieval Library within my home university, Alan
Unsworth and Alan Lupack provided laudable and appreciated assis-
tance in obtaining needed sources. Nicola Zamboni and Sara Bolzani
supplied photographs of their marvelous life-sized sculptures of
knights in action, which I reproduce on the book cover with grati-
tude; Donatella Stocchi-Perucchio and Federico Siniscalco enabled
my contact with these artists.

As T wrote this study, I often found that my thought returned to
basic humanistic instruction and to the enduring historical issues
raised by my teachers decades ago. Though I should have thanked
all of them more copiously and more often while I had opportunity,
I can at least recall here with special gratitude my mentor, Joseph
R. Strayer, and my unofficial mentor, Edmund B. Fryde. I have
dedicated this book to their memory. That they proved inexhaustible
sources of knowledge could be taken as a given; that they subtly and
generously infused instruction with wisdom truly constituted a gift.
That gift is acknowledged with humility as I conduct a scholarly life
ever in search of meaning as a student continuing to learn.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521761680
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521761680: 


