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PLANTED FLAGS

Planted Flags tells an extraordinary story about the mundane uses of law
and landscape in the war between Israelis and Palestinians. The book is
structured around the two dominant tree landscapes in Israel/Palestine: pine
forests and olive groves. The pine tree, which is usually associated with the
Zionist project of afforesting the Promised Land, is contrasted with the olive
tree, which Palestinians identify as a symbol of their steadfast connection
to the land. What is it that makes these seemingly innocuous, even natural,
acts of planting, cultivating, and uprooting trees into acts of war? How is this
war reflected, mediated, and, above all, reinforced by the polarization of the
natural landscape into two juxtaposed treescapes? And what is the role of
law in this story? Planted Flags explores these questions through an ethno-
graphic study. By telling the story of trees through the narratives of military
and government officials, architects, lawyers, Palestinian and Israeli farmers,
and Jewish settlers, the seemingly static and mute landscape assumes life,
expressing the cultural, economic, and legal dynamics that constantly shape
and reshape it.

Irus Braverman is Associate Professor of Law at the University at Buffalo
Law School, State University of New York. She is the author of House
Demolitions in East Jerusalem: Illegality and Resistance (Hebrew) and was
previously affiliated with the Humanities Center at Harvard University, the
Human Rights Program at Harvard University Law School, the Center of
Criminology at the University of Toronto, and the Geography Department
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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Cambridge Studies in Law and Society aims to publish the best schol-
arly work on legal discourse and practice in its social and institutional
contexts, combining theoretical insights and empirical research.

The fields that it covers are: studies of law in action; the sociology of
law; the anthropology of law; cultural studies of law, including the role
of legal discourses in social formations; law and economics; law and
politics; and studies of governance. The books consider all forms of
legal discourse across societies, rather than being limited to lawyers’
discourses alone.

The series editors come from a range of disciplines: academic law;
socio-legal studies; sociology; and anthropology. All have been actively
involved in teaching and writing about law in context.
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To my mother, Aurelia
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1. An uprooted and replanted olive tree stands in the

foreground; in the background is the Hizma crossing of the

Separation Barrier at the northeastern entrance to

Jerusalem. Photo by author, August 2006. page 1
2. Left: A scanned certificate that documents that a tree (No.

67459) was planted in my name by the JNF and the

Jerusalem Municipality in the Peace Forest in Jerusalem.

Right: Situated on the border between East and West

Jerusalem in south-east Jerusalem (overlooking the old city),

the Peace Forest is scarcely visited by Israeli Jews because of

its location. Photo by Dan Braverman, January 31, 2009.

Reprinted with permission. 61
3. Left: An old JNF pushke painted with a map of Israel/

Palestine. Source: KKL-JNF Photo Archive, photo by Pnina

Livni. Right: Photo from Ariane Littman’s exhibition White

Land. Both reprinted with permission. 65
4. Left: Mizrachi Jewish laborers “blooming the Negev desert.”

Source: KKL-JNF Photo Archive, photo by Warner Brown,

1973. Right: Laborer afforesting Yatir in the northern

Negev. Source: KKL-JNF Photo Archive, photo by Yehuda

Hanegbi, 1963. Both reprinted with permission. 78
5. Marketing JNF’s “Blueprint Negev” project, initiated in

2003. Source: INF-KKL’s Web site and Photo Archive,
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Ariane Littman. Reprinted with permission. 93
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JNF forests and Tama 22 zones. Source: INF-KKL’s Web
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by author, August 2006. 107
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13. Nabil, a Palestinian farmer, near his olive grove in the

occupied West Bank. Photo by author, August 2006. 125

14. Suspended in space: the uprooting of olive trees for the

expansion of Zufin, a Jewish settlement in the Tulkarm

district. Source: B'Tselem; photo courtesy of Christoph

Gocke — EAPPI. Reprinted with permission. 130
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and the seam area in between, in the Tulkarm-Qalgqilia area,

West Bank. Source: B'Tselem. Reprinted with permission. 133
16. Left: A Palestinian farmer crosses with his sheep through a

gate in the Separation Barrier. Source: B’Tselem, photo by

Yehezkel Lein, January 3, 2002. Right: A Palestinian shows

his identification documents and permits to an Israeli soldier

at a gate in the Separation Barrier. Photo courtesy of Eyal
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Growing up in Israel, I rarely saw the natural landscape that surrounded
me as anything other than a nice background. My first serious attempt to
uncover the stories embedded in this landscape took place when I was
a practicing lawyer for a nongovernmental environmental organization.
An emeritus biology professor convinced me to take her complaints to
court, having been turned away by every new lawyer in the office for
some time. In the year that followed, I researched and wrote a petition
that has become a watershed legal case in the history of afforestation
in Israel: HCJ 288/00 Israel Union for Environmental Defense et al. v.
the Minister of Interior et al. Ruling on this petition, Israel’s Supreme
Court criticized certain planting practices performed largely by the
Jewish National Fund, Israel’s official afforestation agency. Soon after
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The natural landscape, I remember, suddenly seemed anything but natu-
ral. Unfolding before me was a silent yet aggressive drama, imbued with
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