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To Swear Like a Sailor

Anyone could swear like a sailor! Within the larger culture, sailors
had pride of place in swearing. But how they swore and the reasons
for their bad language were not strictly wedded to maritime things.
Instead, sailor swearing, indeed all swearing during this period, was
connected to larger developments. This book traces the interaction
between the maritime and mainstream worlds in the United States
while examining cursing, language, logbooks, storytelling, sailor songs,
reading, images, and material goods. To Swear Like a Sailor offers
insight into the character of Jack Tar — the common seaman — and
into the early republic. It illuminates the cultural connections between
Great Britain and the United States and the appearance of a distinct
American national identity. This book explores the emergence of sen-
timental notions about the common man - through the guise of the
sailor — on stage, in song, in literature, and in images.

Paul A. Gilje is a George Lynn Cross Research Professor at the
University of Oklahoma, Norman. His book Liberty on the Waterfront
(2003) won the best book award from the Society for Historians of
the Early American Republic. He is the author or editor of ten other
books, including the most recent, Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights in the
War of 1812 (2013). He has lectured throughout the United States and
in Europe and has received numerous grants to support his research.
In 2009-10, he served as president of the Society for Historians of the
Early American Republic.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521746168
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74616-8 — To Swear like a Sailor
Paul A. Gilje

Frontmatter

More Information

To Swear Like a Sailor

Maritime Culture in America, 1750-1850

PAUL A. GILJE

University of Oklahoma, Norman

Y CAMBRIDGE
5 UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9780521746168
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74616-8 — To Swear like a Sailor
Paul A. Gilje

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521746168

© Paul A. Gilje 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Gilje, Paul A., 1951- author.
To swear like a sailor : Maritime Culture in America, 1750-1850 / Paul A. Gilje,
University of Oklahoma, Norman.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-521-76235-9 (hardback) — 1SBN 978-0-521-74616-8 (pbk.)
1. Seafaring life — United States — History — 18th century. 2. Seafaring
life — United States — History — 19th century. 3. Sailors — United
States — Social life and customs. 4. Sailors — United States — Social
conditions. 5. Sailors — Language. 1. Title.

VK23.G538 201§
387.50973709033—dc23 2015029114

ISBN 978-0-521-76235-9 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-74616-8 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521746168
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74616-8 — To Swear like a Sailor
Paul A. Gilje

Frontmatter

More Information

To my brother, Stephen Gilje
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