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The relationship between law and terrorism has re-emerged recently as a
pressing issue in contemporary jurisprudence. Terrorism appears to take law
to its limit, whilst the demands of counter-terrorism hold the cause of justice in
contempt. At this point the case for engaging alternative intellectual approaches
and resources is compelling. Ian Ward argues that through a closer apprecia-
tion of the ethical and aesthetical dimensions of terror, as well as the historical,
political and cultural, we can better comprehend modern expressions and
experiences of terrorism. For this reason, alongside juristic responses to
modern expressions of terrorism, this book examines a variety of supplementary
literary texts as well as alternative intellectual approaches; from the drama of
Euripides and Shakespeare, to the rhetoric and poetry of Burke and Shelley, the
literary feminisms of Lessing and Rame, and the narrative existentialism of
Conrad, Coetzee, Dostoevsky and DeLillo.

lan Ward is Professor of Law at Newcastle University. He has written extensively
in the associated areas of public law, legal theory and international order, and
has held visiting positions at universities in Canada, the US, France, Italy and
Finland.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521740210
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74021-0 - Law, Text, Terror
Ian Ward

Frontmatter

More information

The Law in Context Series

Editors: William (University College London),
Christopher McCrudden (Lincoln College, Oxford) and
Bronwen Morgan (University of Bristol).

Since 1970 the Law in Context series has been in the forefront of the movement to
broaden the study of law. It has been a vehicle for the publication of innovative scholarly
books that treat law and legal phenomena critically in their social, political and economic
contexts from a variety of perspectives. The series particularly aims to publish scholarly
legal writing that brings fresh perspectives to bear on new and existing areas of law
taught in universities. A contextual approach involves treating legal subjects broadly,
using materials from other social sciences, and from any other discipline that helps to
explain the operation in practice of the subject under discussion. It is hoped that this
orientation is at once more stimulating and more realistic than the bare exposition of
legal rules. The series includes original books that have a different emphasis from
traditional legal textbooks, while maintaining the same high standards of scholarship.
They are written primarily for undergraduate and graduate students of law and of other
disciplines, but most also appeal to a wider readership. In the past, most books in the
series have focused on English law, but recent publications include books on European
law, globalisation, transnational legal processes, and comparative law.

Books in the Series

Anderson, Schum & Twining: Analysis of Evidence

Ashworth: Sentencing and Criminal Justice

Barton & Douglas: Law and Parenthood

Beecher-Monas: Evaluating Scientific Evidence: An Interdisciplinary Framework for
Intellectual Due Process

Bell: French Legal Cultures

Bercusson: European Labour Law

Birkinshaw: European Public Law

Birkinshaw: Freedom of Information: The Law, the Practice and the Ideal

Cane: Atiyah’s Accidents, Compensation and the Law

Clarke & Kohler: Property Law: Commentary and Materials

Collins: The Law of Contract

Cranston: Legal Foundations of the Welfare State

Davies: Perspectives on Labour Law

Dembour: Who Believes in Human Rights?: The European Convention in Question

de Sousa Santos: Toward a New Legal Common Sense

Diduck: Law’s Families

Elworthy & Holder: Environmental Protection: Text and Materials

Fortin: Children’s Rights and the Developing Law

Glover-Thomas: Reconstructing Mental Health Law and Policy

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521740210
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-74021-0 - Law, Text, Terror

Ian Ward
Frontmatter
More information

Goldman: Globalisation and the Western Legal Tradition: Recurring Patterns of Law and
Authority

Gobert & Punch: Rethinking Corporate Crime

Harlow & Rawlings: Law and Administration

Harris: An Introduction to Law

Harris, Campbell & Halson: Remedies in Contract and Tort

Harvey: Seeking Asylum in the UK: Problems and Prospects

Hervey & McHale: Health Law and the European Union

Holder & Lee: Environmental Protection, Law and Policy

Kostakopoulou: The Future Governance of Citizenship

Lacey, Wells & Quick: Reconstructing Criminal Law

Lewis: Choice and the Legal Order: Rising above Politics

Likosky: Transnational Legal Processes

Likosky: Law, Infrastructure and Human Rights

Maughan & Webb: Lawyering Skills and the Legal Process

McGlynn: Families and the European Union: Law, Politics and Pluralism

Moftat: Trusts Law: Text and Materials

Monti: EC Competition Law

Morgan & Yeung: An Introduction to Law and Regulation, Text and Materials

Norrie: Crime, Reason and History

O’Dair: Legal Ethics

Oliver: Common Values and the Public-Private Divide

Oliver & Drewry: The Law and Parliament

Picciotto: International Business Taxation

Reed: Internet Law: Text and Materials

Richardson: Law, Process and Custody

Roberts & Palmer: Dispute Processes: ADR and the Primary Forms of Decision-Making

Scott & Black: Cranston’s Consumers and the Law

Seneviratne: Ombudsmen: Public Services and Administrative Justice

Stapleton: Product Liability

Tamanaha: The Struggle for Law as a Means to an End

Turpin & Tomkins: British Government and the Constitution: Text and Materials

Twining: Globalisation and Legal Theory

Twining: Rethinking Evidence

Twining & Miers: How to Do Things with Rules

Ward: A Critical Introduction to European Law

Ward: Law, Text, Terror

Ward: Shakespeare and Legal Imagination

Zander: Cases and Materials on the English Legal System

Zander: The Law-Making Process

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521740210
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74021-0 - Law, Text, Terror
Ian Ward

Frontmatter

More information

Law, Text, Terror

IAN WARD

CAMBRIDGE

%Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521740210
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-74021-0 - Law, Text, Terror

Ian Ward
Frontmatter
More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521740210

© Tan Ward 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-51957-1 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-74021-0 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this book,
and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521740210
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74021-0 - Law, Text, Terror
Ian Ward

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

Preface page ix

Introduction: Law, text, terror 1
1. Terror and the sense sublime 27
2. Angry Jove 51
3. Voices of the terrified 73
4. Where are the women? 95
5. Stark humanity 123
6. The stuff of nightmares 148

Conclusion: The Devil’s big day 171

Index 193

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521740210
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-74021-0 - Law, Text, Terror
Ian Ward

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

Concerns come and go, just as interests wax and wane. And there is absolutely
nothing new about terrorism and political violence; as we shall see time and
again in the following chapters. But, for reasons which are only too tragically
obvious, we are at present inordinately concerned about the presumed threat of
terrorism. And few subjects can claim a greater interest, both in the wider public
as well as the narrower legal academy. More and more law schools offer courses
in terrorism and counter-terrorism law, more and more students study the
subject, more and more legal academics claim it to be an ongoing research
interest. Unsurprisingly, the number of scholarly books and articles on the
subject has increased quite markedly in the years since September 2001. Most,
though not all, tend to focus on the perceived merits, or more likely demerits, of
contemporary state-based responses to terrorism. At the same time, beyond the
closer concerns of the lawyer and legal academic, there is of course a similarly
burgeoning scholarship on associated aspects of terrorism history and politics,
aesthetics and culture. Occasionally these scholarships engage; but not that
often. The purpose of this book is to strengthen this engagement, in the hope
that both the student of law and the student of terrorism and counter-terrorism
will gain from a closer mutual appreciation. The vitality of inter-disciplinary
and contextual engagement is perhaps the defining feature in contemporary
legal studies. Nowhere is the case for such an engagement more obviously vital
than in the often elusive relation of terrorism, counter-terrorism and law.

The original impetus for the material that follows came in the form of an
invitation to give a public lecture on the subject of law, literature and terrorism
at Swansea University in spring 2005. I should thank Melanie Williams in
particular for the invitation to do so. This lecture, much revised, appears as
Chapter 5. It has also appeared in volume 4 of Law, Culture and the Humanities.
My thanks are due to the editor and publishers for permission to reprint a
slightly amended version here. A similar debt of appreciation is due to the
editors and publishers of Law and Humanities, for permission to reproduce
material, in Chapter 2, that appeared in volume 1 of their journal. Again, I owe a
particular debt of gratitude to Paul Raffield for a number of helpful observations
on this material, and for his kind invitation to give a plenary address on the
subject of ‘Macbeth and the Terrorists’ at his ‘Shakespeare and the Law’
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conference held at Warwick University in summer 2007. Various other draft
chapters were presented in various states of disarray at various other workshops
and conferences over the last few years. My thanks, in general form, go to the
many who took the trouble to listen and to make comments.

lan Ward
August 2008
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