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An Empire of Facts presents a fascinating account of the formation
of French conceptions of Islam in France’s largest and most impor-
tant colony. During the period from 1870–1914, travelers, bureaucrats,
scholars, and writers formed influential and long-lasting misconcep-
tions about Islam that determined the imperial cultural politics of Alge-
ria and its interactions with republican France. Narratives of Islamic
mysticism, rituals, gender relations, and sensational crimes brought
unfamiliar cultural forms and practices to popular attention in France,
but also constructed Algerian Muslims as objects for colonial interven-
tion. Personal lives and interactions between Algerian and French men
and women inflected these texts, determining their style, content, and
consequences. Drawing on sources in Arabic and French, this book
places such personal moments at the heart of the production of colo-
nial knowledge, emphasizing the indeterminacy of ethnography, and its
political context in the unfolding of France’s empire and its relations
with Muslim North Africa.
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major new series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary
works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series will
explore the connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and
global histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and
the flows of people, ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that
end, the series will not only offer a space for outstanding scholars working at the
intersection of several disciplines to bring to wider attention the impact of their
work; it will also take a leading role in reconfiguring contemporary historical and
critical knowledge, of the past and of ourselves.
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nan, Zachary Lockman, Judith Miller, and Frédéric Viguier gave freely
of their time and advice. As an undergraduate at Princeton, I reaped
the benefits of the greatest collegiate education in the world, with the
best colleagues imaginable, at the hands of many of the greatest schol-
ars and teachers, among them David Bellos, Robert Darnton, Raymond
Fogelson, Norman Itzkowitz, Jonathan Lamb, Margaret Larkin, Rena
Lederman, and Suzanne Marchand. My formative intellectual experi-
ences occurred under their tutelage and by their example. I am also
grateful to new colleagues at Dartmouth College, in whose congenial
and stimulating company I completed this book.

The greater community of French colonial and North African his-
torians have provided welcoming, challenging, and immensely helpful
comments. Deborah Neil and I have discussed and debated the history
of empire on two continents, always with great utility and joy. Patricia
Lorcin offered much valuable advice, in Aix-en-Provence, subsequently,
and, along with Paula Sanders, for a special issue of French Historical
Studies. I also thank Alice L. Conklin, Matthew Connelly, Eric Jennings,
and, in particular, Edmund “Terry” Burke III for sharing their expe-
riences and invaluable perspective on many occasions. At Cambridge
University Press, I am most grateful to Michael Watson and Helen Water-
house for their hard work and faith in this project. Two readers’ reports
and series editors Catherine Hall, Mrinalini Sinha, and Kathleen Wilson
provided many useful suggestions.

The generous support of many institutions and fellowships enabled
the research and completion of this project, including the Mrs. Giles
Whiting Foundation, the Yale Center for International and Area Studies
and International Security Studies, the Smith Richardson Foundation,
the Bourse Chateaubriand, a Fulbright–Hays dissertation research grant,
and the Social Science Research Council’s International Dissertation
Field Research Fellowship. The last three grants allowed me to conduct
research in Aix-en-Provence, Paris, Rabat, and Tunis, and without them
this project would not have been possible. Madame Françoise Aujogue,
archivist at the Archives nationales de France, generously shared her
time and the breadth of her knowledge of Henri Duveyrier. Every effort
has been made to secure necessary permissions to reproduce copyright
material in this work, though in some cases it has proved impossible to

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-73434-9 - An Empire of Facts: Colonial Power, Cultural Knowledge, and Islam in
Algeria, 1870-1914
George R. Trumbull IV
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521734349
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments xiii

trace copyright holders. If any omissions are brought to my notice, I will
be happy to include appropriate acknowledgments on reprinting.

I thank multiple friends outside the academy for their forbearance
when I returned calls with much delay, begged off on social occasions, or
spoke too readily or at too much length about the book, especially Brian
Bergstein, Alexis Newbrand Cooke, Krista C. Dobi, E. Bruce McEvoy
IV, Thomas B. Nath, Sonia W. Nath, Rebecca Stewart, and Elizabeth
C. Trumbull. Bill, Betty, and Mary Conner provided welcome refuge in
Houston and support during my evacuation from New Orleans during
Hurricane Katrina.

My greatest debt and most fervent thanks I owe to my family. My
parents, George and Lyn Trumbull, and my sister, Melissa, offered
never-failing support, good cheer, a boundless belief in my abilities, and
ceaseless encouragement during the most difficult period. I cannot begin
to express my gratitude.

I wrote the acknowledgments to the dissertation upon which I based
this book in the aftermath of the greatest natural disaster in American
history. I feel especially keenly the weight of my debt to the people listed
in these pages. Any errors in the work, or omissions in these pages, reflect
not a lack of gratitude, but rather the enormity of the task of properly
acknowledging all those who have aided me in this process.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-73434-9 - An Empire of Facts: Colonial Power, Cultural Knowledge, and Islam in
Algeria, 1870-1914
George R. Trumbull IV
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521734349
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


0

0 100

100 200

200 300 miles

500 km300 400

Aı̄n Sefra

El-Goléa

Blida
Médéa

Ghadamès

Laghouat

Tilimsān

Ghardaïa

A L G E R I A

MOROCCO

SPAIN M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

M A L I

N I G E R

LIBYA

TUNISIA

Littoral

Pre-desert

Desert

M
A

U
R

I T
A

N
I A

Algiers

Constantine

Bou-Sa ada

Ecological regions of Algeria

xv

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-73434-9 - An Empire of Facts: Colonial Power, Cultural Knowledge, and Islam in
Algeria, 1870-1914
George R. Trumbull IV
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521734349
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


0

0 100

100 200

200 300 miles

500 km300 400

A L G E R I A

MOROCCO

SPAIN M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

M A L I

N I G E R

LIBYA

TUNISIA

KABYLIA

Sedentary inhabitants

Semi-nomadic inhabitants

Nomadic

M
A

U
R

I T
A

N
I A

Settlement patterns in late nineteenth-century Algeria

xvi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-73434-9 - An Empire of Facts: Colonial Power, Cultural Knowledge, and Islam in
Algeria, 1870-1914
George R. Trumbull IV
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521734349
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


0

0 50

50 100

100 150 miles

250 km150 200

A L G E R I A
TUNISIA

Blida

Médéa

Laghouat

Tunis

Aures Mountains

T e l l
A t l a s

Algiers

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

K A B Y L I A

Bou-Sa�ada

Awlad-Na�il Mountains

¯
¯

Kabylia, the Aurès and the mountains of the Awlād-Nā �il
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