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FOREWORD

In publishing these lectures I would first of all thank the Senatus
Academicus of the University of Aberdeen for the honour which they
conferred upon me in the year 1925 by inviting me to be Gifford
Lecturer. To Sir George Adam Smith, the Principal of the University,
I am indebted for many kindnesses both in connection with the lectures
and on other occasions: of the hospitality which was received from
Lady Adam Smith and himself, when the lectures were being delivered,
most happy memories remain. There were many in Aberdeen who com-
bined to make visits there enjoyable; and not least would I thank
those who attended the lectures and made the lecturer feel that his
labour in preparing them had not been in vain.

Of the lectures themselves I would merely say that, wide as is their
range, they have an inner coherence. I trust that they express the
attitude of the modern man of science who, as he hopefully makes
theories, is aware of the limitations of his knowledge and also, in part
because of his loyalty to truth, bears in mind the reality and the claims
of the spiritual world.

Since the lectures were given they have been extensively revised
and some recent developments of knowledge have been included.

Acknowledgments are, I trust, adequately made in the lectures. Of
those now living in this country to whom I am specially indebted I
would mention my old teacher, Professor E. W. Hobson, whose own
Gifford Lectures I have constantly consulted, Professor S. Alexander
and Professor J. S. Haldane. If Hastings Rashdall, lately Dean of
Carlisle, had not died before his time, I would rejoice to say how much
talks with him had helped me in my thinking. He and Fenton John
Anthony Hort were, among those no longer living, the greatest men of
the Modernist movement in English theology.
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XX1V FOREWORD

Finally, my wife has helped me with constant encouragement and
criticism: and my secretary, Miss N. M. V. Owen, daughter of the late
Bishop of St David’s, has been unwearied in preparing clean type-script
from rough and illegible manuscript. I am ashamed to recall how often
certain passages have been recast without, from her, a murmur of
complaint.

E. W.B.

BISHOP’S CROFT
BIRMINGHAM
November, 1932
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