
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-72766-2 — Ancient Central China: Centers and Peripheries along the Yangzi River
Rowan K. Flad , Pochan Chen
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

Figures page xi

Tables xv

Boxes xvii

Acknowledgments xix

1 Introduction: Centers and Peripheries in the Ancient Yangzi

River Valley 1

Preliminaries 1

In Defense of “Centers” 4

Political Peripheries at the Analytical Center 7

Outline of the Book 13

Part I Setting the Stage

2 The Environment of Central China 19

Introduction 19

Physical Geography 22

Climate 33

Summary 41

3 Historiography and the Topography of Research: A History

of Archaeology in Central China 43

Introduction 43

Pre-1949 Antiquarianism and Archaeology in Central China 44

The Postwar Era 50

Archaeological Florescence and Glasnost 58

Conclusion: Archaeological Practice and the Nature of Data 64

Part II Political and Cultural Topographies

4 The Sichuan Basin: Shu and Its Predecessors 71

Historical Accounts of Shu 71

ix

www.cambridge.org/9780521727662
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-72766-2 — Ancient Central China: Centers and Peripheries along the Yangzi River
Rowan K. Flad , Pochan Chen
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

x Contents

Archaeological Perspectives on the Chengdu Plain 73

Summary 106

5 The Middle Yangzi: The Archaeology and History of Chu

and Its Predecessors 108

Historical Accounts of Chu 108

Archaeological Perspectives 111

Summary 137

Problematizing Traditional Narratives 138

6 Periphery at the Center: The Ba and Archaeological Cultures

in the Three Gorges 140

Historical Accounts of Yong and Ba 140

Archaeological Perspectives on the Three Gorges 142

Summary 165

Part III Topographies of Economic Activity and Ritual

7 Economic Topographies: Production, Exchange, and the

Integrating Role of Salt 171

Introduction 171

Natural Resource Exploitation in Central China 172

Salt Production in the Three Gorges 196

Conclusion 206

8 Ritual Topographies: Sacrifice and Divination 209

Introduction 209

“Sacrificial Sites” in Central China 211

Divination 222

Conclusion 230

9 Ritual Topographies: Burials and Social Identity 231

Burials and Burial Practice 231

Sichuan 232

Middle Yangzi 240

Three Gorges 257

Summary and Conclusion 277

10 Conclusion: Landscapes of Interaction and the Interaction of

Landscapes 279

Glossary 287

Bibliography 311

Index 397

www.cambridge.org/9780521727662
www.cambridge.org

