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In this controversial work of German history, Smith argues that German historians
have become ever more focused on the twentieth century and on twentieth-century
explanations for the catastrophe at the heart of it: the Holocaust. Against con-
ventional wisdom, he considers long-term continuities — in the concept of nation
and the ideology of nationalism, in religious exclusion and violence, and in race
and racism. Exploring these topics in novel ways, he argues for deep continuities
in German history, even as he insists that Germany was not on a special path to
destruction. The result is a series of challenging reflections on nationalism, anti-
Semitism, and race, as well as a novel interpretation of modern German history.

Helmut Walser Smith earned his PhD at Yale and is the Martha Rivers Ingram Pro-
fessor of History at Vanderbilt University. He is the author of German Nationalism
and Religious Conflict (1995) and The Butcher’s Tale: Murder and Anti-Semitism
in a German Town (2002), which won the Fraenkel Prize for the best work in
contemporary history and was named an L.A. Times Non-Fiction Book of the
Year.
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