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African American English (AAE) is a major area of research in linguistics,

but until now, work has primarily been focused on AAE as it is spoken

amongst the working classes. From its historical development to its contem-

porary context, this is the ûrst full-length overview of the use and evaluation

of AAE by middle-class speakers, giving voice to this relatively neglected

segment of the African American speech community. Weldon offers a unique

ûrst-person account of middle-class AAE, and highlights distinguishing

elements such as codeswitching, camouûaged feature usage, Standard AAE,

and talking/sounding “Black” versus “Proper.” Readers can hear authentic

excerpts and audio prompts of the language described through a wide range

of audio ûles, which can be accessed directly from the book’s pages using QR

technology or through the book’s online Resource Tab. Engaging and access-

ible, it will help students and researchers gain a broader understanding of both

the African American speech community and the AAE continuum.

tracey l. weldon is a sociolinguist, specializing in African American

Language varieties at the University of South Carolina. She is an Associate

Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences, Associate Producer of the docu-

mentary Talking Black in America, and chair of the LSA Committee on

Ethnic Diversity in Linguistics.
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Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of faith that the dark past has taught us

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on till victory is won
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