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To Kathy

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun;
I will luve thee still, my dear,
While the sands o’ life shall run.
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2. Pope Pius II and Emperor Frederick III (Unknown master. Woodcut.

Nuremberg. 1493: Hartmann Schedel, Weltchronik, Nuremberg, 1493,
fol. 269) 94

3. Martin Luther as Augustinian Friar with the Holy Spirit (Hans Baldung
Grien. Woodcut. Ca. 1520: James Morrow, ed., ‘‘Hans Baldung Grien,’’
in The Illustrated Bartsch, vol. 12, New York: Abaris Books, 1981, 43) 155

4. Printings of Luther’s Writings, Total and Vernacular Editions, 1516–1545 165
5. Seven-headed Luther (Hans Brosamer. Woodcut. 1529: Max Geisberg and

Walter Strauss, eds., The German Single-Leaf Woodcut, 1500–1550, rev.
ed., New York: Hacker Art Books, 1974, vol. 4, no. 1535) 167

6. Seven-headed Papacy (Unknown master. Woodcut. Ca. 1530) 168
7. Luther’s Game of Heresy (Unknown master. Woodcut. 1520:

Geisberg/Strauss, German Single-Leaf Woodcut, 1500–1550, vol. 4: no. 1535) 169
8. Jesus Drives the Money-lenders from the Temple; the Pope Welcomes

Them into the Church (Lucas Cranach the Elder. Woodcut. 1521: Lucas
Cranach the Elder, Das Passional Christi und Antichristi, Wittenberg, 1521) 170

9. The Jewish Sow (Unknown master. Woodcut. Nuremberg. Late 15th
century: Paul Heitz, ed., Holzschnitte des fünfzehnten Jahrhunderts in
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A Note on Usages

I have tried to avoid unnecessary capitalization and to use English equivalents as fre-
quently as possible. The terms ‘‘Empire’’ and ‘‘Imperial’’ are capitalized only when the
historic polity of the Holy Roman Empire is meant. ‘‘Church’’ is capitalized when the
entire Western, or Roman Catholic, Church is meant. As the Imperial church is but one
branch, it is not capitalized. ‘‘Reformation’’ is not capitalized, except when it refers to
the entire movement of Protestant and Catholic reform.

The Holy Roman Empire (of the German Nation) refers to a polity, not a country.
It corresponds roughly to ‘‘the German lands,’’ which are the German-speaking lands,
including Bohemia and, sometimes, the colonized Baltic areas. While the adjectival form
‘‘German’’ is frequently used, the noun ‘‘Germany’’ refers to the post-Napoleonic
country. The one exception is the humanists’ Roman-inspired use of ‘‘Germany’’ as a
collective alternative for ‘‘the German lands.’’

The term ‘‘evangelical’’ is used to mean Biblicist religion in the sixteenth century,
either separated or not from the Church of Rome. Protestant is used to mean those
people who call themselves ‘‘evangelical’’ in opposition to Rome.

The term ‘‘bishopric’’ normally refers to both the diocese under the bishop’s spiri-
tual authority and the territory (Hochstift) under his feudal temporal jurisdiction.

The names of members of ruling dynasties take their English forms, those of others
retain the original forms.

Place names are given in their usual English forms or, if no such form exists, in the
form of the country in which they lie (e.g., Strasbourg not Straßburg), or in more than
one form then or now used (to help the reader to locate them).

The words ‘‘upper’’ and ‘‘lower’’ in topographical names always refer to altitude or
drainage, so that ‘‘upper’’ is always topographically higher than ‘‘lower.’’

Many of the references used are German-language texts. Where these are quoted,
unless indicated, the translations are mine.

In the period around 1600, German monetary equivalents would have been as fol-
lows: 1 Gulden (fl.) = 0.85 Thaler (Th.) = 4 ‘‘old’’ pounds (lb.) = 15 Batzen (Bz.) = 20
Schilling (sch.) = 60 Kreuzer (dr.) = 120 pence (d.) = 240 Heller (H.).
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