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Neil LaBute: Stage and Cinema

Neil LaBute is one of the most exciting new talents in theatre and film to have

emerged in the 1990s. Influenced and inspired by such writers as David Mamet,

Edward Bond andHarold Pinter, he is equally at homewriting for the screen and the

stage, and the list of films he has written and directed includes The Wicker Man

(2006), Possession (2002) and in the company of men (1998). As a playwright,

screenwriter, director, and author of short stories, he has staked out a distinctive,

and disturbing, territory. In this first full-length study on LaBute, Christopher

Bigsby examines his darkly funny work which explores the cruelties, self-concern

and manipulative powers of individuals who inhabit a seemingly uncommunal

world. Individual chapters are dedicated to particular works, and the book also

includes an interview with LaBute, providing a fascinating insight into the life of

this influential and often controversial figure.

C H R I S T O P H E R B I G S B Y is Professor of American Studies at the University of

East Anglia and has published more than thirty books covering American theatre,

popular culture and British drama, including Modern American Drama

(Cambridge, 1992), Arthur Miller: A Critical Study (Cambridge, 2005),

Remembering and Imagining the Holocaust: The Chain of Memory (Cambridge,

2006) and The Cambridge Companion to August Wilson (2007). He is co-editor,

with Don Wilmeth, of The Cambridge History of American Theatre, which

received the Barnard Hewitt Award for Outstanding Research from the American

Society for Theatre Research. He is also an award-winning novelist, has written

plays for radio and television and is a regular radio and television broadcaster.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN MODERN THEATRE

Series editor

David Bradly, Royal Holloway, University of London

Advisory board

Martin Banham, University of Leeds

Jacky Bratton, Royal Holloway, University of London

Tracy Davis, Northwestern University

Sir Richard Eyre

Michael Robinson, University of East Anglia

Sheila Stowell,University of Birmingham

Volumes for Cambridge Studies inModern Theatre explore the political, social and

cultural functions of theatre while also paying careful attention to detailed perfor-

mance analysis. The focus of the series is on political approaches to the modern

theatre with attention also being paid to theatres of earlier periods and their

influence on contemporary drama. Topics in the series are chosen to investigate

this relationship and include both playwrights (their aims and intentions set

against the effects of their work) and process (with emphasis on rehearsal and

production methods, the political structure within theatre companies and their

choice of audiences or performance venues). Further topics will include devised

theatre, agitprop, community theatre, para-theatre and performance art. In all cases

the series will be alive to the special cultural and political factors operating in the

theatres examined.

Books published

Maria DiCenzo, The Politics of Alternative Theatre in Britain, 1968–1990: the

Case of 7:84 (Scotland)

Jo Riley, Chinese Theatre and the Actor in Performance

Jonathan Kalb, The Theatre of Heiner Müller

Richard Boon and Jane Plastow, eds., Theatre Matters: Performance and Culture

on the World Stage

Claude Schumacher, ed., Staging the Holocaust: the Shoah in Drama and

Performance

Philip Roberts, The Royal Court Theatre and the Modern Stage
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Nicholas Grene, The Politics of Irish Drama: Plays in Context from Boucicault

to Friel

Anatoly Smeliansky, The Russian Theatre after Stalin

Clive Barker and Maggie B. Gale, eds., British Theatre between the Wars,

1918–1939

Michael Patterson, Strategies of Political Theatre: Post-War British Playwrights

Elaine Aston, Feminist Views on the English Stage: Women Playwrights,

1990–2000

Gabriele Griffin, Contemporary Black and Asian Women Playwrights in Britain

Loren Kruger, Post-Imperial Brecht: Politics and Performance, East and South

David Barnett, Rainer Werner Fassbinder and the German Theatre

Mary Luckhurst, Dramaturgy: A Revolution in Theatre

Scott Boltwood, Brian Friel, Ireland, and The North
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Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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