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NOTICE

Because of the dynamic nature of medical practice and drug
selection and dosage, users are advised that decisions regarding
drug therapy must be based on the independent judgment of the
clinician, changing information about a drug (e.g., as reflected
in the literature and manufacturer’s most current product infor-
mation), and changing medical practices.

While great care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the
information presented, users are advised that the authors, edi-
tors, contributors, and publisher make no warranty, express or
implied, with respect to, and are not responsible for, the currency,
completeness, or accuracy of the information contained in this
publication, nor for any errors, omissions, or the application of
this information, nor for any consequences arising therefrom.
Users are encouraged to confirm the information contained
herein with other sources deemed authoritative. Ultimately, it
is the responsibility of the treating physician, relying on expe-
rience and knowledge of the patient, to determine dosages and
the best treatment for the patient. Therefore, the author(s), edi-
tors, contributors, and the publisher make no warranty, express
or implied, and shall have no liability to any person or entity with
regard to claims, loss, or damage caused, or alleged to be caused,
directly or indirectly, by the use of information contained in this
publication.

Further, the author(s), editors, contributors, and the publisher
are not responsible for misuse of any of the information pro-
vided in this publication, for negligence by the user, or for any
typographical errors.
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Preface

Anesthesia and Co-existing Disease provides a timely, rapid
overview of common and uncommon co-morbidities that are
encountered in the day-to-day practice of anesthesiology. It pro-
vides a guide to the perioperative assessment and anesthetic
management of patients with widely prevalent co-morbidities
such as hypertension, diabetes, obesity, myocardial ischemia,
and kidney and liver disease. It concisely outlines priorities for
patients with special problems who are undergoing unrelated
operative procedures, such as the obstetrical patient, the patient
with prior organ transplantation, the adult patient with con-
genital heart disease, the spinal cord injured patient, the can-
cer patient with prior chemotherapy, the critically ill patient, or
the patient with a psychiatric disorder. It also focuses on specific
challenges to the anesthesiologist, such as patients with latex
allergy, a history of substance abuse, preoperative use of herbal
medications, or those who are at risk of malignant hyperthermia.

This text consists of 57 individual chapters with a structured
outline format that starts with a description of the disease or
condition. Subsections address its impact on fluid and elec-
trolyte management, the cardiopulmonary system, hematologic
reserve, gastrointestinal function, metabolism and nutrition,
neurologic and psychiatric function. Next, the pharmacologic
implications – pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic – enu-
merated. In the third component, subsections tackle preoper-
ative evaluation, risk stratification, and preparation; intraoper-
ative priorities, preparation, monitoring, and care; and finally
postoperative management, pain control, PACU issues, and
intermediate care or ICU requirements and indications.
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xiv Preface

Anesthesia and Co-Existing Disease is not intended to be an
exhaustive or referenced text. Instead, it is a uniquely portable
hands-on guide that provides a logical approach to acute periop-
erative care for adult patients with common or specialized needs.
This multi-authored resource draws from a host of experts in
identifying important issues, establishing perioperative priori-
ties, and providing management guidelines in a consistent and
easily accessible format.

Robert N. Sladen
Douglas B. Coursin
Jonathan T. Ketzler

Hugh Playford
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