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LAW, JUSTICE, DEMOCRACY, AND THE CLASH OF CULTURES

The Cold War ideological battle with universal aspirations has given way to a clash of
cultures as the world moves concurrently toward globalization of economies and commu-
nications and balkanization through a clash of ethnic and cultural identities. Traditional
liberal theory has confronted daunting challenges in coping with these changes and with
recent developments such as the spread of post-modern thought, religious fundamental-
ism, and global terrorism.

This book argues that a political and legal philosophy based on pluralism is best suited
to confront the problems of the twenty-first century. Pointing out that monist theories
such as liberalism have become inadequate and that relativism is dangerous, the book
makes the case for pluralism from the standpoint of both theory and its applications.
The book engages with such thinkers as Spinoza, Kant, Hegel, Rawls, Berlin, Dworkin,
Habermas, and Derrida, and with several subjects that are at the center of current con-
troversies, including equality, group rights, tolerance, secularism confronting religious
revival, and political rights in the face of terrorism.

Michel Rosenfeld is the Justice Sydney L. Robins Professor of Human Rights at the
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, where he is also Director of the Program on Global
and Comparative Constitutional Theory. He is the co-editor-in-chief of International
Journal of Constitutional Law and the author or co-editor of numerous books, most
recently The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Constitutional Law (2012) (co-edited
with Andras Sajo) and The Identity of the Constitutional Subject: Selfhood, Citizenship,
Culture and Community (2010). Among his many honors, Rosenfeld received the French
government’s highest and most prestigious award, the Legion of Honor.
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