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This book represents a new, expanded and updated edition of one of the most
acclaimed overviews of Australian military history available. As well as providing a
detailed chronological narrative of the wars in which Australia has been involved,
it discusses the evolution of defence policy in peace and war, and the impact of war
and military service on civilian society. It maps the development of the Australian
armed forces as institutions and the relationship of military policy to government. It
covers the major theatres of war in which Australia has engaged — from Gallipoli to
Afghanistan and Iraq. The author also examines armed conflict that has taken place
on Australian soil between indigenous Australians and European settlers. In addition,
the book considers how national security and defence policy is being shaped at the
beginning of the 21st century in a rapidly changing world.
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War is not a polite recreation, but the vilest thing in life, and we ought to
understand that and not play at war. We ought to accept it sternly and solemnly
as a fearful necessity.

Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace

The military system of a nation is not an independent section of the social system
but an aspect of it in its entirety.
Michael Howard, The Franco-Prussian War

This is a people that has been tempered by war, and for whom the memories of war
have permeated the years of peace.
T. B. Millar, Australia’s Defence
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NOTE ON MONEY AND MEASUREMENT
Money

Australia used pounds, shillings and pence for much of the period covered
by this book. There were 12 pennies (d.) in one shilling (s.), and 2o shillings
in one pound (£). A guinea was £1 1s. When Australia changed to decimal
currency in 1966, $2 was equal to £1.
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Measurement

Metric equivalents to imperial measures are as follows:
Tinch =2.54 cm 1 acre = 0.405 ha
Tyard=0.914m 71ton=r1.021
1 mile = 1.6t km 1 bushel = 35.2 L

xi
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