
Language and Identity

The language we use forms an important part of our sense of
who we are – of our identity. This book outlines the relationship
between our identity as members of groups – ethnic, national,
religious and gender – and the language varieties important to
each group. What is a language? What is a dialect? Are there
such things as language ‘rights’? Must every national group
have its own unique language? How have languages, large and
small, been used to spread religious ideas? Why have particular
religious and linguistic ‘markers’ been so central, singly or in
combination, to the ways in which we think about ourselves and
others? Using a rich variety of examples, the book highlights the
linkages among languages, dialects and identities, with special
attention given to religious, ethnic and national allegiances.

john edwards is Professor of Psychology at St Francis Xavier
University, Nova Scotia. His previous publications include Lan-
guage in Canada (Cambridge, 1998).
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KEY TOPICS IN SOCIOLINGUISTICS

Series editor: Rajend Mesthrie

This new series focuses on the main topics of study in sociolinguistics
today. It consists of accessible yet challenging accounts of the most
important issues to consider when examining the relationship between
language and society. Some topics have been the subject of sociolinguistic
study for many years, and are here re-examined in the light of new
developments in the field; others are issues of growing importance that
have not so far been given a sustained treatment. Written by leading
experts, the books in the series are designed to be used on courses and in
seminars, and include useful suggestions for further reading and a helpful
glossary.
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