
ANCIENT EPISTEMOLOGY

Ancient Epistemology explores ancient accounts of the nature of knowl-
edge and belief from the Presocratics up to the Platonists of late
antiquity. Professor Gerson argues that ancient philosophers generally
held a naturalistic view of knowledge as well as of belief. Hence,
knowledge was not viewed as a stipulated or semantically determined
type of belief; it was a real or objectively determinable achievement. In
fact, its attainment was identical with the highest possible cognitive
achievement, namely wisdom. It was this naturalistic view of knowl-
edge at which the ancient sceptics took aim. In the concluding
chapter, the ancient naturalistic epistemology is compared with some
contemporary versions.

In this, the first book in the new series Key Themes in Ancient
Philosophy, Lloyd P. Gerson presents a lively and accessible contribu-
tion to a vibrant area of the discipline.

lloyd p. gerson is Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Toronto. He has published widely on ancient philosophy including
most recently Aristotle and Other Platonists (2005) and Knowing
Persons. A Study in Plato (2004).
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Each book in this new series offers a concise and accessible treatment by a single
author of a topic of major philosophical importance in the ancient Greek and
Roman world. The emphasis is on a discussion of those debates of real philosoph-
ical interest, placed within their historical context. Future volumes will consider
topics such as virtue, knowledge, psychology, cosmology, society, love and friend-
ship, cause and explanation and persuasion and argument. The books are designed
for use in a teaching context, where they will bridge a gap between general
introductions to individual philosophers or periods and specialist monographs.
They will also appeal to anyone interested in the enduring influence and signifi-
cance of ancient philosophy.
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Preface

The present book has its genesis in my reflecting on the millennium-long
dialogue in antiquity concerning the nature of knowledge. Amidst the
complex ongoing disputes, there was implicit agreement that the very
possibility of philosophy stood or fell on the possibility of achieving
wisdom, the highest or best type of knowledge. The particular structure
of the book arises from my conviction that contemporary epistemology
stands to benefit from bringing ancient views about knowledge into the
discussion, and that this is so despite the vast scientific gulf that separates
them from us.
I am deeply grateful to G. R. F. Ferrari and Catherine Osborne for their

invitation to publish my book in the series of which they are the general
editors. Their gracious support and criticism of earlier drafts have been
enormously helpful. I have also benefited from the advice and criticism of
Panayot Butchvarov, Franco Ferrari, Francesco Fronterrota, Christopher
Gill, Brad Inwood, James Lesher, David Reeve and Alan Silverman, each of
whom read all or part of the work with a critical eye. The errors from which
they saved me will, I am relieved to say, never see the light of day. As for
those errors from which they could not save me, try though they may, I can
only say that it might afford these eminent scholars and philosophers some
measure of satisfaction to correct them in public now that they are in print.
As always, I am most grateful to my best critic, my wife Asli Gocer.
In chapter 4, translations are adapted with slight alterations from

H.G. Apostle and Lloyd P. Gerson, Aristotle. Selected Works 3rd edn
Grinnell, IA: Peripatetic Press, 1991); in chapters 5 and 6, from Brad
Inwood and Lloyd P. Gerson, Hellenistic Philosophy. Introductory Readings
2nd edn, Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Co., 1997); in chapter 7, from
John Dillon and Lloyd P. Gerson, Neoplatonic Philosophy (Indianapolis:
Hackett Publishing Co., 2004). All other translations are the author’s alone.
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