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Preface

I care about the European Union (EU) and I care to understand it, possi-
bly without too many preconceptions. The desire to comprehend, explain
or, at least, minimally grasp its complexities is what motivates this work
and probably also, as a European, my innate eagerness to be part of it.

Most of my adult life, first as a student and then as an academic, has
been inexorably shaped by EU policies. I had the chance to study, work
and travel abroad, opportunities that my parents would have not even
dreamt of. As a result, my horizons broadened and my desire for critical
understanding deepened.

This book is therefore the result of a long journey of research. It
would have not seen the light of day without the support and encour-
agement of many institutions, colleagues and friends. Early on, in 1994,
the Brighton Business School provided me with much needed financial
backing, and its staff with much appreciated encouragement, even before
I commenced my academic career. They were my springboard and I
thank them dearly. The foundations of this work were laid down between
1995 and 2000 during my Ph.D. at the London School of Economics
where I encountered a challenging and stimulating research environment.
I am profoundly indebted to Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey, a tough – and
thus excellent – supervisor, and to Simon Hix, a friend and an inspiring
colleague with contagious enthusiasm about Europe and our discipline.
When I was lecturing at the LSE, Alessandro Volcic provided invaluable
research assistance to my project.

Over the past few years, parts of the book have been presented at
many workshops, seminars and conferences. There are too many to men-
tion, though I would like to thank the organizers, especially Christo-
phe Crombez (Stanford University), Daniela Giannetti (University
of Bologna), Sara Hagemann and Bjørn Høyland (EURATE discus-
sion group), Joseph Jupille (Florida International University), Hussein
Kassim (London EU group and ESRC workshops), and Paolo Martelli
and Francesco Zucchini (University of Milan). Participants have sup-
plied much valued comments which have considerably improved the

xiii
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xiv Preface

manuscript. I thank especially Giacomo Benedetto, Clifford Carrubba,
Patrick Dunleavy, Hae-Won Jun, Mathias Koenig-Archibugi, Amie
Kreppel, Jeffrey Lewis, David Marshall, Berthold Rittberger, Andreas
Warntjen and, for his extraordinarily thorough analysis of Chapter 7,
Marco Giuliani.

At various stages of the work, I have received informative and chal-
lenging comments from many colleagues. I am grateful to Dietmar
Braun, Fabrizio Gilardi, Jonathan Golub, Daniel Kelemen, Mark Pollack,
Claudio Radaelli, Mark Thatcher, Eiko Thielemann, George Tsebelis,
Diego Varela and Craig Volden. Sections of the book that have been
published in article format have benefited greatly from reviews and edi-
torial comments. I thank the anonymous reviewers and the editors: Keith
Dowding, Klaus Goetz, Nicholas Miller, Jeremy Richardson, Gerald
Schneider and Albert Weale.

Since 2002, I have had the privilege of working at the Department
of Political Science (School of Public Policy) of the University College
London with colleagues whose professionalism and collegiality I admire.
Their appreciation of academic work has eased the burden of the final
writing stages. I would like to thank David Coen, Tony Draper and Wolf
Hassdorf for advice on parts of the manuscript. I am especially grateful
to Jennifer Van Heerde who has read most of it and has incessantly (and,
for me, frustratingly) demanded amelioration. This book would have not
been as good without her remarks. I also would like to thank the people
whose behind-the-scenes work makes our life much easier and our job
possible but which is, unjustly, rarely acknowledged. Hence my gratitude
goes to the administrative staff of the department: Sally Welham, Michelle
Bishop and Helen Holt.

Finally, I am grateful to John Haslam, the political science editor of
Cambridge University Press, who has guided me through the process
of publishing my first book with great professionalism. I was impressed
by the rigorousness and punctiliousness of the two reviewers of the
manuscript. Their comments have radically improved my work.

I am writing these last few comments peering through my office window
that overlooks Tavistock Square. It is hard to avoid thinking of the suicide
attack that took place two weeks ago on the street opposite the depart-
ment. This message of death, hatred and intolerance is at the opposite
pole of what, if anything, the European project stands for: peace, inte-
gration and tolerance. The sadness and, perhaps, disillusionment that we
feel in these circumstances should not overshadow our successes. Even in
the face of setbacks, past achievements should comfort us into realizing
that integration and tolerance permeate most of today’s societies and,
when challenged, these values have prevailed over time.
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Preface xv

The final, and most important, acknowledgment goes to the love and
support of my family. The encouragement and assistance I have received
from my parents, Paolina Lazzarini and Sergio Franchino, are of ines-
timable proportions. My sons, Mathias and Thomas, have made the
journey full of joy and laughter, while my wife, Eliana Colla, deserves
an equal share of any credit that this work may receive, for her strength,
tenacity and tolerance of the idiosyncrasies of academic life. I dedicate
this book to them.

London, July 2005
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