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PREFACE

This edition owes a special debt to a pair of scholars no longer here to read it:
Philip Brockbank who followed his initial invitation with continuing encourage-
ment and Richard David who criticised an earlier draft in the kindest possible
light. Giorgio Melchiori shared many questions and concerns while he was editing
2 Henry I'V. With his learning and patience, Brian Gibbons has been responsible
for improvements on almost every page. At Cambridge University Press, Sarah
Stanton has astutely smoothed many ways over many years; Paul Chipchase and
Margaret Berrill have provided expert advice. C. Walter Hodges at a very early stage
vividly illustrated our inchoate suggestions. A. R. Humphreys and David Beving-
ton, editors of the Arden and Oxford editions of 1 Henry IV, helpfully answered
our queries.

Among the many friends and colleagues who have listened, argued, criti-
cised drafts, or sent us their own work in progress, we wish especially to thank
Scott McMillin, Miriam Gilbert, Edward Pechter, Ernst Honigmann, Patrick
Boyde, George Hunter, Barbara Hodgdon, Victor Cowie, Kenneth Muir, George
Toles, Tom Roberts, Patricia Tatspaugh, and Inga-Stina Ewbank. At the Shake-
speare Centre in Stratford-upon-Avon, Marian Pringle, Sylvia Morris, and Mary
White gave invaluable help with illustrations and production records; the staff of
the Cambridge English Faculty Library, too, has been exceptionally generous. We
are also grateful to the staffs of the University of Manitoba Library, the Cambridge
University Library, the Folger Library, and the Huntington Library. Lucia Flynn
has often saved us with her skills at the computer. For financial support and research
leaves, we are indebted to the University of Manitoba Faculty of Arts, the University
of Manitoba Institute for the Humanities, and the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada. Clare Hall and Robinson College, Cambridge, helped
us work in a stimulating environment.

We would also like to express our gratitude to the larger communities of critics,
scholars, and directors who keep testing the value of Shakespeare’s plays. Many of
them have, in effect, questioned a widespread assumption that r Henry IV presents
an inclusive picture of society. But relative absences — particularly those of women,
or of middle- and lower-class characters — may figure as important presences. By
identifying such presences in small roles or in the transforming energies of language
and action, we have tried to indicate some of the newer ways in which 1 Henry IV
continues to challenge its audience. Finally, we acknowledge that any errors or
misguided opinions which remain here are our own.

We dedicate this edition to our son and daughter, Fred and Leslie Weil, who
have grown up in the company of Shakespeare and Shakespeareans, bearing our
arguments and adventures with lively humour and grace.

1X
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Shakespeare’s plays, when cited in this edition, are abbreviated in a style modified slightly
from that used in the Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. Other editions of Shakespeare are
abbreviated under the editor’s surname (Theobald, Duthie) unless they are the work of more
than one editor. In such cases, an abbreviated series title is used (Cam.). When more than one
edition by the same editor is cited, later editions are discriminated with a raised figure (Rowe 3).
All quotations from Shakespeare, except those from r Henry IV, use the text and lineation of
The Riverside Shakespeare, under the general editorship of G. Blakemore Evans.

1. Shakespeare’s plays

Ado
Ant.
AWW
AYLI
Cor.
Cym.
Err.
Ham.
1Hy
2Hy
Hs
1H6
2H6
3H6
HS
JC
Fohn
Lear
LLL

Much Ado About Nothing

Antony and Cleopatra

All’s Well That Ends Well

As You Like It

Coriolanus

Cymbeline

The Comedy of Errors

Hamlet

The First Part of King Henry the Fourth
The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth
King Henry the Fifih

The First Part of King Henry the Sixth
The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth
The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth
King Henry the Eighth

FJulius Caesar

King John

King Lear

Love’s Labour’s Lost

Macbeth

Measure for Measure

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Merchant of Venice

Othello

Pericles

King Richard the Second

King Richard the Third

Romeo and Juliet

The Taming of the Shrew

Sir Thomas More

The Tempest

The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Timon of Athens
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2]

List of abbreviations and conventions

Tit. Titus Andronicus

TN Twelfth Night

TNK The Two Noble Kinsmen

Tro. Trotlus and Cressida

Wiv. The Merry Wives of Windsor
wT The Winter’s Tale

2. Other works cited and general references
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| 174
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corr. corrected
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