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This updated edition offers a strongly theatrical perspective on the origins of Shakespeare’s
The First Part of King Henry IV and the history of its interpretation. The introduction
clarifies the play’s surprising, de-centred dramatic structure, questioning the dominant
assumption that the drama focuses on the education of Prince Hal. It calls attention to
the effects of civil war upon a broad range of relationships. Falstaff ’s unpredictable vitality is
explored, together with important contemporary values of honour, friendship, festivity and
reformation.

Extensive lexical glosses of obscure, ambiguous or archaic meanings make the rich word-
play accessible. The notes also provide a thorough commentary on Shakespeare’s transfor-
mation of his sources (particularly Holinshed’s Chronicles) and suggest alternative stagings.
This updated edition contains a new introductory section by Katharine A. Craik, which
describes recent stage, film and critical interpretations, and an updated reading list.
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PREFACE

This edition owes a special debt to a pair of scholars no longer here to read it:
Philip Brockbank who followed his initial invitation with continuing encourage-
ment and Richard David who criticised an earlier draft in the kindest possible
light. Giorgio Melchiori shared many questions and concerns while he was editing
2 Henry IV. With his learning and patience, Brian Gibbons has been responsible
for improvements on almost every page. At Cambridge University Press, Sarah
Stanton has astutely smoothed many ways over many years; Paul Chipchase and
Margaret Berrill have provided expert advice. C. Walter Hodges at a very early stage
vividly illustrated our inchoate suggestions. A. R. Humphreys and David Beving-
ton, editors of the Arden and Oxford editions of 1 Henry IV, helpfully answered
our queries.

Among the many friends and colleagues who have listened, argued, criti-
cised drafts, or sent us their own work in progress, we wish especially to thank
Scott McMillin, Miriam Gilbert, Edward Pechter, Ernst Honigmann, Patrick
Boyde, George Hunter, Barbara Hodgdon, Victor Cowie, Kenneth Muir, George
Toles, Tom Roberts, Patricia Tatspaugh, and Inga-Stina Ewbank. At the Shake-
speare Centre in Stratford-upon-Avon, Marian Pringle, Sylvia Morris, and Mary
White gave invaluable help with illustrations and production records; the staff of
the Cambridge English Faculty Library, too, has been exceptionally generous. We
are also grateful to the staffs of the University of Manitoba Library, the Cambridge
University Library, the Folger Library, and the Huntington Library. Lucia Flynn
has often saved us with her skills at the computer. For financial support and research
leaves, we are indebted to the University of Manitoba Faculty of Arts, the University
of Manitoba Institute for the Humanities, and the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada. Clare Hall and Robinson College, Cambridge, helped
us work in a stimulating environment.

We would also like to express our gratitude to the larger communities of critics,
scholars, and directors who keep testing the value of Shakespeare’s plays. Many of
them have, in effect, questioned a widespread assumption that 1 Henry IV presents
an inclusive picture of society. But relative absences – particularly those of women,
or of middle- and lower-class characters – may figure as important presences. By
identifying such presences in small roles or in the transforming energies of language
and action, we have tried to indicate some of the newer ways in which 1 Henry IV
continues to challenge its audience. Finally, we acknowledge that any errors or
misguided opinions which remain here are our own.

We dedicate this edition to our son and daughter, Fred and Leslie Weil, who
have grown up in the company of Shakespeare and Shakespeareans, bearing our
arguments and adventures with lively humour and grace.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Shakespeare’s plays, when cited in this edition, are abbreviated in a style modified slightly
from that used in the Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. Other editions of Shakespeare are
abbreviated under the editor’s surname (Theobald, Duthie) unless they are the work of more
than one editor. In such cases, an abbreviated series title is used (Cam.). When more than one
edition by the same editor is cited, later editions are discriminated with a raised figure (Rowe 3).
All quotations from Shakespeare, except those from 1 Henry IV, use the text and lineation of
The Riverside Shakespeare, under the general editorship of G. Blakemore Evans.

1. Shakespeare’s plays

Ado Much Ado About Nothing
Ant. Antony and Cleopatra
AWW All’s Well That Ends Well
AYLI As You Like It
Cor. Coriolanus
Cym. Cymbeline
Err. The Comedy of Errors
Ham. Hamlet
1H4 The First Part of King Henry the Fourth
2H4 The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth
H5 King Henry the Fifth
1H6 The First Part of King Henry the Sixth
2H6 The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth
3H6 The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth
H8 King Henry the Eighth
JC Julius Caesar
John King John
Lear King Lear
LLL Love’s Labour’s Lost
Mac. Macbeth
MM Measure for Measure
MND A Midsummer Night’s Dream
MV The Merchant of Venice
Oth. Othello
Per. Pericles
R2 King Richard the Second
R3 King Richard the Third
Rom. Romeo and Juliet
Shr. The Taming of the Shrew
STM Sir Thomas More
Temp. The Tempest
TGV The Two Gentlemen of Verona
Tim. Timon of Athens

x
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[xi] List of abbreviations and conventions

Tit. Titus Andronicus
TN Twelfth Night
TNK The Two Noble Kinsmen
Tro. Troilus and Cressida
Wiv. The Merry Wives of Windsor
WT The Winter’s Tale
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Wilson, pp. xxix–xlvi
Collier The Works of William Shakespeare, ed. John Payne Collier,

8 vols., 1842–4
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6 vols., 1858
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conj. conjecture
corr. corrected
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Schäfer Jürgen Schäfer, Documentation in the OED: Shakespeare and

Nashe as Test Cases, 1980
sd stage direction
sh speech heading
Spenser The Works of Edmund Spenser, ed. Edwin Greenlaw et al.,

8 vols., 1932–49 (Variorum)
Sprague, Histories Arthur Colby Sprague, Shakespeare’s Histories, 1975
Sprague and Trewin Arthur Colby Sprague and J. C. Trewin, Shakespeare’s Plays

Today, 1970
SQ Shakespeare Quarterly
S.St. Shakespeare Studies
S.Sur. Shakespeare Survey
Staunton The Plays of Shakespeare, ed. Howard Staunton, 3 vols.,

1858–60
Steevens The Plays of William Shakespeare, notes by Samuel Johnson

and George Steevens, 3rd edn, 10 vols., 1785
Stow, Chronicles John Stow, The Chronicles of England, 1580. Excerpts

reprinted in Bullough, pp. 215–19
Stow, Survey John Stow, A Survey of London, ed. Charles L. Kingsford,

2 vols., 1908
subst. substantively
Sugden E. H. Sugden, A Topographical Dictionary to the Works of

Shakespeare and his Fellow Dramatists, 1925
Textual Companion Stanley Wells and Gary Taylor, with John Jowett and William

Montgomery, William Shakespeare: A Textual Companion,
1987

Theobald The Works of Shakespeare, ed. Lewis Theobald, 7 vols., 1733
Tilley M. P. Tilley, A Dictionary of the Proverbs in England in the

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, 1950 (references are to
numbered proverbs)

Trewin J. C. Trewin, Shakespeare on the English Stage, 1964
TSLL Texas Studies in Literature and Language
uncorr. uncorrected
Van Lennep William Van Lennep, ed., The London Stage: 1660–1800,

Part I 1660–1700, 1965
Var. 1773 The Plays of William Shakespeare, ed. Samuel Johnson and

George Steevens, 10 vols., 1773
Var. 1778 The Plays of William Shakespeare, ed. Samuel Johnson and

George Steevens, 10 vols., 1778

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-68743-0 - The First Part of King Henry IV: Updated edition
Edited by Herbert Weil and Judith Weil
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521687430
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


[xv] List of abbreviations and conventions

Walker William S. Walker, A Critical Examination of the Text of
Shakespeare, 3 vols., 1860

Warburton The Works of Shakespeare, ed. William Warburton, 8 vols.,
1747

West Gilian West, ‘“Titan”, “onyers”, and other difficulties in the
text of 1 Henry IV ’, SQ 34 (1983), 330–33

Wilson The First Part of the History of Henry IV, ed. John Dover
Wilson, 1946 (New Shakespeare)

Wilson, Fortunes John Dover Wilson, The Fortunes of Falstaff, 1943
Wright The First Part of King Henry IV, ed. W. A. Wright, 1897

(Clarendon Press Series)
G. Wright George T. Wright, Shakespeare’s Metrical Art, 1991

Biblical quotations are from the Geneva edition, 1560, unless otherwise noted.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-68743-0 - The First Part of King Henry IV: Updated edition
Edited by Herbert Weil and Judith Weil
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521687430
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521687430: 


