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One of the major novelists in world literature over the last five decades, Mario
Vargas Llosa (b. 1936) is also one of Latin America’s leading public intellectuals, a
critic of art and culture, and a playwright of distinction. This Companion’s chapters
chart the development of Vargas Llosa’s writings, from his rise to prominence in the
early 1960s to the award of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2010. The volume traces
his literary trajectory, and the ways in which he has reinvented himself as a writer.
His vast output of narrative fiction is the main focus, but the connections between
his concerns as a creative writer and his rich career as a cultural and political figure
are also teased out in this engaging, informative book.
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Unpublished and untranslated works appear in roman typeface within quo-
tation marks.

1936 Born on 28 March in Arequipa, Peru to Ernesto Vargas Maldonado
and Dora Llosa Ureta. Dora is abandoned by Ernesto Vargas
when five months pregnant. Oscar R. Benavides is President
of Peru.

1937  Moves with maternal family to Cochabamba, Bolivia, where he
attends the La Salle elementary school.

1945  José Luis Bustamante y Rivero is elected President of Peru.

1946  Moves to Piura, Peru with his maternal relatives. Attends the local
La Salle elementary school.

1947  Ernesto Vargas re-establishes relationship with Dora Llosa. Moves
to Lima.

1948 General Manuel Odria overthrows Bustamante y Rivero to govern
Peru for eight years.

1950  Attends Leoncio Prado military academy until 1952.

1952 Returns to Piura, attends San Miguel public high school, begins
writing for local newspapers, and directs his own play, ‘La huida
del Inca’ (‘The flight of the Inca’) at the Variedades Theatre.

1953 Returns to Lima to study law and literature at the Universidad
Nacional Mayor de San Marcos.

1955  Marries Julia Urquidi, publishes first short stories, writes for El
Comercio newspaper, and Turismo and Cultura Peruana maga-
zines; works as news director for radio station Panamericana.

xiii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521682855
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-68285-5 — The Cambridge Companion to Mario Vargas Llosa
Edited by Efrain Kristal , John King

Frontmatter

More Information

CHRONOLOGY

1957 Wins short-story contest organised by the Revue Frangaise with
‘El desafio’ (‘The dare’).

1958 Receives bachelor’s degree in literature from the Universidad
Nacional Mayor de San Marcos in Lima. Visit to Amazonian jungle
provides material for The Green House (La casa verde), La Chunga
(La Chunga) and The Storyteller (El hablador).

1959 Obtains Javier Prado Fellowship to pursue a doctorate at the
Universidad Complutense, Madrid. Short-story collection, Los
jefes (‘The Leaders’), wins Leopoldo Alas Prize (Spain). Moves to
Paris, where he teaches Spanish; works as a journalist. Cuban
Revolution.

1962  Receives Biblioteca Breve Prize for his first novel, The Time of the Hero
(La ciudad vy los perros), based on Leoncio Prado military academy
experiences. Fernando Belatinde Terry elected President of Peru.

1963 The Time of the Hero published, receives Critica Espafiola Award.
Copies of The Time of the Hero burned in Leoncio Prado parade
ground.

1964 Returns to Peru; divorces Julia Urquidi.

1965 Travels to Havana, Cuba, to participate in the jury of the Casa de
las Américas Prize. Marries Patricia Llosa in Lima. The couple
return to Paris.

1966 The Green House. Invited to World Congress of New York PEN
Club. First son, Alvaro, born in Lima. The family settles in London.

1967 Awarded the Rémulo Gallegos Prize for The Green House. The
Cubs (Los cachorros). Second son, Gonzalo, is born.

1968 General Juan Velasco Alvarado overthrows Belatnde Terry in
Peru, establishes a military government, ushering in agrarian
reform in Peru.

1969 Conversation in The Cathedral (Conversacion en La Catedral) and
Carta de batalla por Tirant lo Blanc. (‘A declaration of battle in
favour of Tirant lo Blanc’).

1970 Moves to Barcelona.
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1971 Historia secreta de una novela (‘Secret history of a novel’, on the
gestation of The Green House) and Garcia Mdrquez. Historia de un
deicidio (‘Garcia Mdrquez: history of a deicide’). Involvement in
the Padilla case will mark end of his good relations with the Cuban
Revolution.

1973 Captain Pantoja and the Special Service (Pantaleén y las visitadoras).
1974 Daughter, Morgana, is born.

1975 The Perpetual Orgy: Flaubert and Madame Bovary (La orgia per-
petua. Flaubert y Madame Bovary). Elected to Academia Peruana
de la Lengua. Co-directs film version of Captain Pantoja and the
Special Service in the Dominican Republic.

1976 Elected President of the International PEN Club.

1977 Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter (La tia Julia y el escribidor). Takes
up Simoén Bolivar Chair at Cambridge University.

1981 The War of the End of the World (La guerra del fin del mundo), The
Young Lady from Tacna (La sefiorita de Tacna), Entre Sartre y
Camus (‘Between Sartre and Camus’). Produces and directs televi-
sion programme, La Torre de Babel (‘The Tower of Babel’), in Peru.

1981 Awarded Medal of Honour by the Peruvian Congress.
1982 Kathie and the Hippopotamus (Kathie y el hipopotamo).

1983 Participates in the Uchuraccay Commission at request of Peruvian
President Fernando Belaunde inquiring into massacre of eight
journalists.

1984 The Real Life of Alejandro Mayta (Historia de Mayta).
1985 Awarded Legion of Honour by French Government. La Chunga.

1986 Who Killed Palomino Molero? (;Quién maté a Palomino Molero?)
and essay collection, Contra viento y marea (‘Against wind and
tide’) (vol. I: 1962—72, vol. II: 1972-83).

1987 The Storyteller (El hablador). Becomes leader of Movimiento
Libertad; opposes nationalisation of Peruvian financial system pro-
posed by President Alan Garcia Pérez.
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1988 In Praise of the Stepmother (Elogio de la madrastra). Founds
Movimiento Libertad political party in Peru; allies with other poli-
tical parties forming Frente Democratico (FREDEMO).

1989 Runs for President of Peru on the FREDEMO ticket.

1990  Publishes the third volume of Contra viento y marea (vol. 1II:
1964-88) and a collection of literary essays, La verdad de las
mentiras. Ensayos sobre la novela moderna (‘The truth of lies:
essays on the modern novel’). On 1o June is defeated by presidential
candidate Alberto Fujimori. Returns to London.

1991 Fellow at Wissenschaftskolleg (Institute for Advanced Study),
Berlin.

1992 Alberto Fujimori suspends the Peruvian constitution with support
of Peruvian military.

1993 Death inthe Andes (Lituma en los Andes), A Fish in the Water (El pez
en el agua) and El loco de los balcones (‘The madman of the balco-
nies’); wins Planeta Prize, Barcelona. Acquires Spanish citizenship
while maintaining Peruvian citizenship. Awarded Order of Arts and
Letters by French Government (Commander).

1994 Elected to Real Academia Espafiola (Spanish Royal Academy).
Wins Cervantes Prize, Spain.

1995 Receives Jerusalem Prize.

1996 La utopia arcaica. José Maria Arguedas vy las ficciones del indigen-
ismo (‘The archaic utopia: José Marfa Arguedas and the fictions of
indigenismo’), Making Waves and Ojos bonitos, cuadros feos
(‘Pretty eyes, ugly paintings’).

1997 The Notebooks of Don Rigoberto (Los cuadernos de don
Rigoberto) and Letters to a Young Novelist (Cartas a un joven
novelista).

1998 Receives the National Book Critics Circle Award for Making
Waves.

1999 Visits Dominican Republic for research on dictator Lednidas
Trujillo.

2000 The Feast of the Goat (La fiesta del Chivo).
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2001 The Language of Passion (El lenguaje de la pasion). Awarded
Doctor Honoris Causa by the Universidad Nacional Mayor de
San Marcos, his alma mater. Receives Order of ‘El sol del Per’,
highest distinction awarded by the Peruvian government.

2002 Elected President of International Foundation for Liberty.

2003 The Way to Paradise (El paraiso en la otra esquina) and Diario de
Irak (‘Traq diary’).

2004 The Temptation of the Impossible: Victor Hugo and Les Misérables
(La tentacién de lo imposible. Victor Hugo y Los miserables).

2005 Receives Irving Kristol Award from American Enterprise Institute
for Public Policy Research in Washington, DC.

2006 The Bad Girl (Travesuras de la nifia mala) and Israel/Palestina. Paz
o guerra santa (‘Israel/Palestine: peace or holy war’).

2007 Touchstones. Odiseo y Penélope (‘Odysseus and Penelope’)

2008 Al pie del Tamesis (‘On the banks of the Thames’), Wellsprings and
El viaje a la ficcion. El mundo de Juan Carlos Onetti (‘The road to
fiction: Juan Carlos Onetti’s world’).

2009 Las mil noches y una noche (‘The thousand nights and one night’).

2010 Awarded Nobel Prize in Literature 2010. The Dream of the Celt (El
suerio del celta).

2011 In the run-off for the Peruvian presidential election, he supports
Ollanta Humala against Keiko Fujimori, the daughter of the im-
prisoned former president, Alberto Fujimori. Humala wins the
election.
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