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These volumes are the fruits of a major European Science Foundation project
and offer the first comprehensive study of republicanism as a shared European
heritage. Whilst previous research has mainly focused on Atlantic traditions of
republicanism, Professors Skinner and van Gelderen have assembled an
internationally distinguished set of contributors whose studies highlight the
richness and diversity of European traditions. Volume i focuses on the
importance of anti-monarchism in Europe and analyses the relationship
between citizenship and civic humanism, concluding with studies of the
relationship between constitutionalism and republicanism in the period
between 1500 and 1800. Volume ii is devoted to the study of key republican
values such as liberty, virtue, politeness and toleration. This volume also
addresses the role of women in European republican traditions, and contains a
number of in-depth studies of the relationship between republicanism and the
rise of commercial society in early modern Europe.
Martin van Gelderen studied at the European University Institute and
taught at the Technische Universität in Berlin prior to his appointment as
Professor of Intellectual History at the University of Sussex in 1995. His
publications include The Political Thought of the Dutch Revolt (Cambridge, 1992)
and The Dutch Revolt (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought,
1993), and he is currently preparing (also for the Cambridge Texts series) a
new English rendition of De iure belli ac pacis by Hugo Grotius.
Quentin Skinner is Regius Professor of Modern History in the University
of Cambridge. A Fellow of Christ’s College, Cambridge, he is also a fellow of
numerous academic bodies and the recipient of several honorary degrees. His
many publications include The Foundations of Modern Political Thought
(Cambridge, 1978; two volumes), Machiavelli (1981), Reason and Rhetoric in the
Philosophy of Hobbes (Cambridge, 1996), Liberty before Liberalism (Cambridge,
1998) and three volumes of Visions of Politics (Cambridge, 2002).
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The European Science Foundation (ESF) acts as a catalyst for
the development of science by bringing together leading
scientists and funding agencies to debate, plan and implement
pan-European scientific and science policy initiatives.
ESF is the European association of sixty-seven major national
funding agencies devoted to scientific research in twenty-four
countries. It represents all scientific disciplines: physical and
engineering sciences, life and environmental sciences, medical
sciences, humanities and social sciences. The Foundation
assists its Member Organisations in two main ways: by
bringing scientists together in its scientific programmes,
eurocores, forward looks, networks, exploratory workshops
and European research conferences, to work on topics of
common concern; and through the joint study of issues of
strategic importance in European science policy.
It maintains close relations with other scientific institutions
within and outside Europe. By its activities, the ESF adds value
by cooperation and coordination across national frontiers and
endeavours, offers expert scientific advice on strategic issues,
and provides the European forum for science.
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8 Women, Republicanism and the Growth of Commerce 139
C a t h e r i n e L a r r È r e
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In May 1995 the European Science Foundation (ESF) accepted a proposal to
set up a network for the study of republicanism as a shared European heritage.
The proposal had been worked out by a group of six scholars interested in different aspects of this theme: Catherine Larrère (University of Bordeaux 3),
Hans-Erich Bödeker (Max-Planck-Institut für Geschichte, Göttingen), Ivo
Comparato (University of Perugia), Iain Hampsher-Monk (University of
Exeter) and ourselves.
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collaborations. One of these was the convegno held at the European University Institute in 1987 on the place of republicanism in the political theory
of the Renaissance. Organised by Gisela Bock, Maurizio Viroli and Werner
Maihofer, this meeting eventually gave rise to the volume Machiavelli and
Republicanism published by Cambridge University Press in 1990. Our other
source of inspiration was the ESF programme The Origins of the Modern State
in Europe, 13th to 18th Centuries. As part of this project, Janet Coleman chaired
a group studying many aspects of the relationship between the development
of notions of individuality and the formation of the European system of
states. The role played by republics and republican values in this process was
a subject of discussion in the group, but it was not one of the themes of the
ESF programme. It was specifically noted in the discussions of the group
that more attention should be paid to the history of republicanism after the
era of the Renaissance and outside the confines of Italy. This became our
theme, and between September 1995 and September 1997 we devoted four
Arbeitsgespräche, workshops and convegni to discussing it.
We are deeply indebted to the institutions which agreed to act as our hosts
on these occasions, and to the individual members of our network who organised our meetings and made them such a success. Our warmest thanks go
ix
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with the Comune di Siena and took place in the Sala della Pace of the Palazzo
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