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PREFACE

The present work has been ten years in the making (we do not belong to
the ranks of ‘more expeditious colleagues’ lauded by a previous contribu-
tor to the series). The reasons are many, but one will be wearisomely famil-
iar (in a commentary on Juvenal some libertas dicendi is permissible): the
endless proliferation of administrative tasks which make a mockery of the
principle that 20 per cent of one’s working hours should be expended on
this; in addition, an intellectual environment hostile to commentaries as
methodologically antiquated, with consequent diversions into extremely
time-consuming and unproductive byways. Gratitude is accordingly due
to Sydney University for grants of study leave which permitted temporary
alleviation of these and other burdens.

Different sections of the work were drafted by LW and PW, but the
work of one was subjected to rigorous scrutiny by the other, with occa-
sional bruising of feelings, but no serious domestic disputes (nothing at
least approaching the matrimonial battlefield depicted in Satire 6). The
volume was researched mainly in Oxford’s Sackler Library, an ideal venue
for those whose interests straddle classical literature and social history.

Heartfelt thanks are due to those who have commented on part or the
whole of previous drafts: Anne Rogerson, for constructive criticism of an
early account of the Oxford Fragment, Peta Fowler, for suggestions which
were fed into several of the notes, and Maxine Lewis, who used a partial
draft of the commentary in her undergraduate teaching and on that basis
indicated what might profitably be added. An especial debt is owed to two
scholars: Kathleen Coleman, who, with her incomparable knowledge of
ancient gladiators, made various suggestions which improved our com-
mentary on the two substantial passages of Satire 6 which deal with the
arena, and James Uden, who read the whole of the penultimate draft and
produced with astonishing quickness a host of perspicacious criticisms and
suggestions, on virtually all of which we have acted with gratitude. James,
our one-time student at Sydney, conspicuously validates the principle that
teachers learn much from their pupils. Finally, we must single out the con-
tribution made by our editors, Philip Hardie and Stephen Oakley, who
have read the whole work in draft and unerringly highlighted places where
we had been imprecise or had not thought through issues with sufficient
rigour.

We began this commentary with some trepidation as to whether we
could say anything that had not already been said by Courtney or Duff. We
hope that the length and labor of its gestation has permitted us to do so, but
leave others to judge. At all events, it has been both a pleasure and a privi-
lege to work on such a masterpiece of wit and comic hyperbole as Satire 6.

ix
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