
Index

Abbot, Henry 21
adhesiveness 17, 55
Alcott, Bronson 105
Allen, Gay Wilson 114, 116, 117
amativeness 17, 55
American Phrenological Journal 6
American Primer, An 22
American Revolution 2, 14, 43, 91
“American Scholar” (Emerson)

22
American studies movement 115,

117
“Are You the New Person Drawn

toward Me?” 54
“Army Corps on the March, An” 75
“Artillery Man’s Vision, The” 63
artisanal republicanism 15 see also

democracy
Arvin, Newton 112
“As at Thy Portals Also Death” 68
“As I Ebb’d with the Ocean of Life” 7,

25, 50, 51–2, 58, 68, 71
“As Toilsome I Wander’d Virginia’s

Woods” 62
Aspiz, Harold 115
Asselineau, Roger 118
Aurora (New York) 3
“Autumn Rivulets” 78; see also titles of

individual poems

“Backward Glance o’er Travel’d Roads,
A” 88

“Base of All Metaphysics, The” 54
Battle Pieces (Melville) 10

Bauerlein, Mark 121
“Beat! Beat! Drums!” 8, 62
bed-bug 107
Beach, Christopher 121
Bertz, Eduard 112
Bhagavad Gita 106
Bible 5, 9, 22, 27, 45, 87
Bierce, Ambrose 95
Binns, Henry Bryan 111
“Bivouac on a Mountainside” 74
Black, Stephen A. 119
Blake, William 108
Blodgett, Harold 113
“Blood Money” 4
body, the see sexuality and the body
“Boston Ballad, A” 4, 40, 59, 77
“Broadway” 76, 77
Brooklyn Weekly Freeman 4
Brooks, Cleanth 114
Brown, John 15
Bryant, William Cullen 3, 4, 19, 21, 73,

81
Buchanan, James 81
Bucke, Richard Maurice 11, 25,

109–10
Buddha 30, 109
Buell, Lawrence 120
“Bunch Poem” see “Spontaneous Me”
Burroughs, John 76, 82, 92, 107, 109
“By Blue Ontario’s Shore” 27, 88
“By the Bivouac’s Fitful Flame” 75

Calamus (Whitman’s letters to Peter
Doyle) 11

133
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“Calamus” (cluster of poems) 7, 9, 25,
41, 50, 54–6, 58, 60, 73, 81, 82,
109, 120 see also titles of individual
poems

Canby, Henry Seidel 113
Carlyle, Thomas 22, 88, 103
Carpenter, Edward 11, 108, 109
Carson, Kit 103
catalogue technique 34–6, 41, 42,

59
Catel, Jean 112, 118
“Cavalry Crossing a Ford” 26, 75, 78,

80, 95
Cavitch, David 119
“Chambered Nautilus, The” (Holmes)

73
Chari, V. K. 110
Chase, Richard 116–17
“Children of Adam” 7, 41, 54, 55–6,

106 see also titles of individual
poems

Chilton, Mary 17
Christianity 22, 31
city, the see urbanization
Civil War, American (1861–5) 1, 3,

8–11, 16, 18, 55, 57–69, 72, 78, 79,
84, 91, 93, 95–9, 117, 120 see also
Drum-Taps ; elegiac poetry ;
Memoranda During the War;
Specimen Days and Collect

Clapp, Henry 53, 106
Columbus, Christopher 68
Conservator, The 110
cosmic-dramatic poetry 57, 58, 59
Crane, Stephen 95
creative nonfiction 84, 94
Crescent (New Orleans) 4
“Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” 6, 7, 24, 26,

48–50, 51, 52, 58, 61, 64, 70, 80,
101

Crystal Palace Exhibition 21
cultural contexts and influences 21–3
cultural studies 121 see also American

studies movement
Custer, George Armstrong 79

Daily Eagle (Brooklyn) 4, 6, 9
Daily Graphic (New York) 78
“Dalliance of the Eagles, The” 26, 59,

74, 80, 102
Dana, Charles A. 106
Davis, Paulina Wright 17
Davis, Robert Leigh 120
death 40, 60–9 see also elegiac poetry
“Death in the School-Room (a Fact)”

83
democracy 1, 3, 5, 14–16, 20, 24,

28–30, 34, 39, 85, 88–93, 95, 107,
110

Democratic Party 4, 14
Democratic Vistas 12, 16, 20, 79, 84,

88–93, 94, 95, 98, 101, 107
deconstruction 120
De Selincourt, Basil 112
Dewey, John 25
Dickens, Charles 3
Dickinson, Emily 103, 115
“Divinity School Address” (Emerson)

87
Dixon, Edward H. 17
Dostoevsky, Fyodor 113
Doyle, Peter 10–11
Drum-Taps 10, 58, 59, 60, 61, 73, 74,

75, 80, 93, 95, 96, 99, 102, 106 see
also titles of individual poems

Eakins, Thomas 11
ecology 46–8 see also nature writing
“Eighteenth Presidency! The” 15–16,

84
Eldridge, Charles 9
elegiac poetry 57, 58, 59, 60–9, 103
Eliot, T. S. 19, 111
Emerson, Ralph Waldo 3, 6, 8, 10, 15,

19, 22–3, 25, 33, 40, 46, 77, 85, 87,
88, 105, 106, 113

“Enfans d’Adam” see “Children of
Adam”

Erkkila, Betsy 120
“Europe, the 72d and 73d Years of

These States” 4, 41, 77
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Evening Post (New York) 4

“Faces” 41, 76, 77
“Fancies at Navesink” 76
Farnham, Eliza 17
fiction by Walt Whitman 3, 83
Folsom, Ed 121
“For You O Democracy” 54
Fowler, Lorenzo 17
Fowler and Wells (phrenologists and

publishers) 6, 17, 45
Franklin Evans, or The Inebriate 3, 83
Free-Soil Party 4, 14
free verse 24, 26–8, 41, 112
“From Far Dakota’s Cañons” 78
“From Noon to Starry Night” 79 see

also titles of individual poems

Galaxy, The 78
Gilchrist, Anne 18, 108
Ginsberg, Allen 19
“Give Me the Splendid Silent Sun”

95
“Good-Bye My Fancy” 83
Good Gray Poet, The (O’Connor) 107
Grant, Ulysses S. 78
Griswold, Rufus 18

Haeckel, Ernest 46
Harper’s Weekly 8
Harper’s Magazine 68
Hawthorne, Nathaniel 3, 113
healthymindedness 25, 41, 50, 59
Hegel, G. W. F. 22, 91
Hemingway, Ernest 95
Herald (New York) 8, 78
“Here the Frailest Leaves of Me” 55
Hicks, Elias 2, 103
Hollis, C. Carroll 121
Holloway, Emory 111, 113
Holmes, Oliver Wendell 73
Homer 21, 34, 76
homosexuality 7, 11, 18, 36, 42, 46, 54,

55, 109, 110, 111, 118, 119, 120
see also sexuality and the body

“Hours continuing long, sore, and
heavy-hearted” (“Calamus 9”)
55

“House of Friends, The” 5
“Hush’d Be the Camps Today” 63
Hutchinson, George 110
Hyde, Lewis 110

imagistic poetry 57, 59, 69–77
imperialism see manifest destiny
“In a Station at the Metro” (Pound)

75
individualism 14
“In Paths Untrodden” 54
“I Sing the Body Electric” 5, 6, 16, 41,

51, 55
“I Sit and Look Out” 72

Jackson, Andrew 20
James, Henry 106
James, William 25, 110
Jensen, Beth 119
Jesus Christ 22, 30, 31, 109
Johnston, John 109
Jones, John Paul 28
journalism see Walt Whitman,

journalism, career in

Kant, Immanuel 49
Kaplan, Justin 115
Keats, John 59
Kennedy, William Sloane 112
Klammer, Martin 120

land see nature writing
language, theory of 21, 25, 26, 27,

36–40, 47, 86
Lawrence, D. H. 46
Leaves of Grass 3, 24 see also titles of

individual poems and prose works
1855 edition 1, 4, 5–6, 18, 24, 26–44,

53, 63, 77, 83, 85, 89, 93, 105,
116

1856 edition 6–7, 17, 24, 44–50, 53,
89
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Leaves of Grass (cont.)
1860 edition 1, 7–8, 24, 50–6, 57,

81, 106
1867 edition 12, 55, 73
1871–2 edition 12, 79
1881–2 edition 12, 78
1891–2 (“Deathbed”) edition 1, 83,

120
anonymous self-reviews of 6
clusters of poems in 50, 54
critical responses to 6, 18, 105–22
meaning of title 5
poetic genres in 58, 59
poetic modes in, defined 57–9

“Letter to Ralph Waldo Emerson” (in
1856 Leaves) 89

Lewis, R. W. B. 115
Lincoln, Abraham 8, 10, 11, 15, 58,

63–7, 70, 78, 88, 100
“Live Oak, with Moss” 7, 54–5
“Long I thought that Knowledge alone

would suffice” (“Calamus 8”) 55
Long Islander, The 3
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 3, 19,

103, 106
Loving, Jerome M. 120

“Maldive Shark, The” (Melville) 75
manifest destiny 20, 69, 79, 124n.10
“March in the Ranks Hard-Prest, and

the Road Unknown, A” 62
Martin, Robert K. 120
Marxist criticism 120
Matthiessen, F. O. 113, 116
Melville, Herman 10, 21, 75, 113
memoir writing 94–9
Memoranda During the War 9, 12, 78,

84, 95
“Memorandum at a Venture, A” 19,

93
messenger poems 58, 59, 80–2
Mexican War 4
Miller, Edwin Haviland 118–19
Miller, James E., Jr. 114, 117
Millet, Jean François 23

Milton, John 63, 107
modernism 70
Moon, Michael 119
Moore, Marianne 19
Muir, John 46
music 21, 44; see also Opera
mysticism 30–4, 43, 109–10, 121

Nathanson, Tenney 121
Native Americans 20, 43, 79
Nature (Emerson) 22, 33
nature writing 19–21, 46, 99–102, 107
New Criticism 61, 114–17, 119, 121
new historicism 119, 121
New World (New York) 3
Nietzsche, Friedrich 113
“Noiseless, Patient Spider, A” 73, 74,

79
Norton, Charles Eliot 106
November Boughs 88

“O Captain! My Captain” 63, 72
occasional poems 57, 59, 77–80
O’Connor, Ellen 9, 11
O’Connor, William Douglas 9, 92,

107, 109
“Ode to a Nightengale” (Keats) 59
“Ode to the West Wind” (Shelley) 49,

59, 81
“Of that Blithe Throat of Thine” 76
“Old Man’s Throught of School, An”

78
“Once I Pass’d through a Populous

City” 55, 111
opera 3, 21, 53
optimism see healthymindedness
“Our Future Lot” 3
“Outlines for a Tomb” 78
“Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking”

7, 19, 25, 26, 41, 50, 52–4, 58, 61,
64, 66, 67, 68, 71, 76, 107, 119

Parrington, Vernon 112
“Passage to India” 20, 58, 59, 79–80,

89, 90, 93
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Index 137

Peabody, George 78
Pearce, Roy Harvey 115, 117
Peirce, Charles Sanders 25
periodicals, publication of Whitman’s

poems in 53
Perry, Bliss 111
personalism see individualism
Pierce, Franklin 15
“Pioneers! O Pioneers!” 69
photography 23, 102, 126n.6 see also

imagistic poetry
phrenology 17, 42, 44, 55, 76
Plato 21, 120
Poe, Edgar Allan 53, 59, 103
“Poet, The” (Emerson) 22, 88
Politics see democracy
Pollak, Vivian 119
poststructuralist criticism 121
Pound, Ezra 75, 111
“Prayer of Columbus” 68–9, 71
Preface to Leaves of Grass (1855) 5, 6,

23, 27, 30, 31, 53, 67, 84, 85–8, 89,
92, 94, 98, 105

Pre-Raphaelites 108
Price, Abby Hills 17
prose nonfiction by Walt Whitman 3,

9, 83–104 see also titles of
individual works

Protestantism 14
psychoanalytical criticism 118–19

Quakerism 2

Ransom, John Crowe 114
“Raven, The” (Poe) 53
realism 70
Reconstruction Era 16, 79
Red Jacket 78
“Red Wheelbarrow, The” 75
“Return of the Heroes, The”

78
Reynolds, David S. 115
Rivers, W. C. 112
Romanticism 14, 19, 22, 24, 28, 33, 46,

47, 62, 70, 81

Rose, Ernestine L. 17
Rossetti, Christina 108
Rossetti, Dante Gabriel 108
Rossetti, William Michael 92, 108
“Runner, The” 73

Sand, George 21, 112
“Sands at Seventy” 76, 77, 78 see also

titles of individual poems
Saturday Evening Visitor 78
Saturday Press, The (New York) 53, 63,

106
“Scented Herbage of My Breast” 54
Scott, Walter 21
Schyberg, Frederick 113
“Sea-Drift” 51, 60 see also titles of

individual poems
“Self-Reliance” (Emerson) 22, 40
sentimentality 61
sexuality and the body 6, 7, 16–19, 23,

24, 29, 31, 36, 37, 38, 41, 42, 43,
44–6, 54–6, 87, 100, 107, 108, 109,
111, 113 see also homosexuality;
women and gender

Shakespeare, William 21, 76, 107
Shelley, Percy Bysshe 49, 59, 81
Shephard, Esther 112
Shooting Niagara: And After? (Carlyle)

88
“Sight in Camp in the Daybreak Gray

and Dim, A” 73
“Singer in the Prison, The” 78
slavery 4–5, 8, 14, 15, 16, 35, 40
“Sleepers, The” 5, 24, 41, 45, 47, 52,

58, 65, 70, 72, 77, 90, 119
social purity movement 17–18, 41, 44
“So Long” 1, 55, 59, 82
“Song for Occupations, A” 41
“Song of Myself” 3, 5, 6, 14, 22, 23, 24,

26–40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46, 52, 58,
59, 60, 61, 63, 66, 69, 70, 71, 72,
73, 77, 83, 85, 87, 100, 105, 109,
115, 117

“Song of the Broad-Axe” 69
“Song of the Exposition” 80
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“Song of the Open Road” 49
“Song of the Redwood-Tree” 20, 58,

68, 69, 71, 93
“Song of the Rolling Earth, A” 47–8, 77
“Songs of Parting” 67 see also titles of

individual poems
“Sparkles from the Wheel” 59, 74
Specimen Days and Collect 9, 11, 12,

19, 20, 84, 88, 93–104
“Spontaneous Me” 44–5, 46, 48, 56
speech-act theory 25
Stafford, Harry 11
“Starting from Paumanok” 50, 51
Sumner, Charles 8, 15
“Sun-Down Papers” 3, 83
“Sun-Down Poem” see “Crossing

Brooklyn Ferry”
Swinburne, Algernon Charles 108
Symonds, John Addington 109

Tate, Allen 114
Taylor, Zachary 4, 15
temperance movement 3, 17 see also

social purity movement
Tennyson, Alfred, Lord 11, 21, 53
Thayer and Eldridge (publishers) 8
“There Is No Frigate Like a Book”

(Dickinson) 103
“There Was a Child Went Forth” 41
“This Compost” 46–7, 48, 58, 76, 90,

95
“This Dust Was Once the Man” 63
Thomas, M. Wynn 120
Thoreau, Henry David 22, 23, 105, 113
Times (New York) 9
“To a Common Prostitute” 18, 22, 59,

81
“To a Locomotive in Winter” 59, 81
“To a Skylark” (Shelley) 59, 81
“To a Stranger” 59, 81
“To a Waterfowl” (Bryant) 73, 81
“To a Western Boy” 81
“To Helen” (Poe) 59
“To Him That Was Crucified” 81
“To Old Age” 74

“To the Man-of-War-Bird” 82
“To the Sun-set Breeze” 59, 81, 82
“To the President” 81
“To You” 59, 81
Transcendentalism 22–3, 24
Traubel, Horace 3, 11, 16, 19, 22, 64,

110, 112, 126n.5
Travel Writing 102–4
Tribune (New York) 4, 5, 79, 106
Tribune Supplement (New York) 4

“Unfolded Out of the Folds” 46
United States Magazine and Democratic

Review 3, 6
urbanization 15, 19, 21, 48, 100, 101

Van Buren, Martin 4
Vaughan, Fred 7
“Vigil Strange I Kept on the Field One

Night” 58, 60–2
Virgil 27
visual arts 23
visual poetics see imagistic poetry
“Vocalism” 72

Wallace, James William 109
“Warble for Lilac Time” 78
Wardrop, Daneen 119
Warren, James Perrin 121
Warren, Robert Penn 114
Washington, George 43
Waskow, Harold J. 114
Webster, Daniel 4
“When I Heard at the Close of the

Day” 55
“When I Heard the Learn’d

Astronomer” 72, 95, 99
“When I Read the Book” 77
“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard

Bloom’d” 26, 52, 63, 64–7, 71, 99
Whig Party 4
“Whispers of Heavenly Death” 67 see

also titles of individual poems
Whitman, Walt

birth 2
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bookseller, career as 5
brothers of 2, 4, 8, 10, 11
carpenter, career as 5
death of 12
education 2
father of 2–5
hospital service of 9
journalism, career in 3–5, 6, 7, 9, 16,

18, 20, 77, 80, 83, 95, 107, 113
identification with America 13–23
life 1
literary apprenticeship of 3–5
name of 5
notebooks 5
mother of 2, 8, 11, 68
paralytic stroke of 11, 67,

68
printer, career as 2
sexual identity of see homosexuality;

sexuality and the body

teacher, career as 2
works by see individual titles

Whittier, John Greenleaf 3, 19
“Whoever You Are Holding Me Now in

Hand” 54, 55
“Wild Frank’s Return” 83
Wilde, Oscar 11
Williams, William Carlos 75, 111
“Woman Waits for Me, A” 6, 18, 45–6,

55, 56
women and gender 16, 17, 35, 41, 45,

55, 90, 119 see also sexuality and
the body; social purity movement

Wordsworth, William 33, 77
“Wound-Dresser, The” 62
Wright, Frances 45

“You Felons on Trial in Courts” 59, 81

Zola, Emile 113
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