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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This volume has two aims: to offer all readers of the Roman historians
an overview of the genre which takes particular note of recent methods
and approaches, and to stimulate new scholarship. The contributors have
responded to this challenge in different ways. It goes without saying that the
volume was not designed to advance one single argument about Roman
historiography, and the diverging perspectives of individual essays will
make this clear. Given the goal of surveying the field as a whole, most of the
essays address larger themes and subjects, though sometimes treating them
through close readings of particular texts. Certain historians were selected
for individual treatment when they seemed to give an especially pivotal and
distinctive outlook on the genre and/or to offer significant prospects for
new research (Polybius, Cato, Josephus, Curtius, Ammianus Marcellinus).
At the end of the volume readers will find a chronological catalogue of Roman
historians (including Greek historians writing about Rome).

The volume begins with three essays designed to orient the reader to
different conceptions, ancient and modern, of what historiography does.
The origins of Roman historiography receive particular attention in the next
section of four essays, each of which explores a decisive moment in its
development or presents it in a different context. The next three sections
offer synoptic treatments of the Roman historians’ approach to their subject
matter (time, space, religion, politics), to the actors of their histories, and to
the distinctive literary techniques through which they convey their views of
the past. The final section resumes a chronological organization in consider-
ing episodes in the reception of the Roman historians, from the ancient Greek
and Jewish writers who developed their own views of Rome in dialogue with
them to twentieth-century scholarship.

As editor I owe a deep debt of gratitude to all my contributors. Christina
Kraus has offered valuable and timely editorial advice, as have Denis Feeney
and John Marincola. Throughout this project, Michael Sharp at Cambridge
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PREFACE

University Press has shown an ideal mixture of patience and initiative. The aid
of his assistants Carrie Parkinson and Elizabeth Hanlon has also been much
appreciated. Particular thanks as well to two Princeton graduate students,
Marie Louise von Glinski, who translated Ulrich Gotter’s essay, and Jacob
Mackey, who assisted with the final preparation of the manuscript with
exceptional diligence and expertise.

Like all collaborative projects, this one has proceeded at a pace independent
of its organizers’ plans. As a result, some of the essays were completed in 2006
and have not been able to take account of publications since then.
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