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This pioneering volume addresses the question of how Britain’s empire was lived
through everyday practices — in church and chapel, by readers at home, as
embodied in sexualities or forms of citizenship, as narrated in histories — from
the eighteenth century to the present. Leading historians explore the imperial
experience and legacy for those located, physically or imaginatively, ‘at home’,
from the impact of empire on constructions of womanhood, masculinity and
class to its influence in shaping literature, sexuality, visual culture, consumption
and history writing. They assess how people thought imperially, not in the sense
of political affiliations for or against empire, but simply assuming it was there,
part of the given world that had made them who they were. They also show how
empire became a contentious focus of attention at certain moments and in
particular ways. This will be essential reading for scholars and students of
modern Britain and its empire.
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Citizenships and Subjectivities (2004).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521670020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-67002-9 - At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial
World

Edited by Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose

Frontmatter

More information

AT HOME WITH THE EMPIRE
Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial World

EDITED BY
CATHERINE HALL AND SONYA O. ROSE

7 CAMBRIDGE

) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521670020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-67002-9 - At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial
World

Edited by Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2rU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521670029

© Cambridge University Press 2006

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

At home with the empire : metropolitan culture and the imperial world / [edited by]
Catherine Hall and Sonya Rose.
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

1. Imperialism — Social aspects — Great Britain. 2. Great Britain — Civilization — 19th century.
3. Great Britain — Civilization — 20th century. 4. Great Britain — Social life and customs — 19th
century. 5. Great Britain — Social life and customs — 20th century. I. Hall, Catherine. II. Rose,
Sonya O. IIL. Title
DA16.A78 2006
909'.0971241-dc22
2006025229

ISBN-13 978—-0—521-85406—1 hardback
ISBN-10 0—521-85406—7 hardback
ISBN-13 978—0—521-67002—9 paperback
ISBN-10 0—521-67002—0 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external
or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee that any
content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521670020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67002-9 - At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial

World

Edited by Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose
Frontmatter
More information

Contents

Notes on C‘Oﬂﬂ’ibﬂlﬂﬂ

I

Introduction: being at home with the Empire
Catherine Hall and Sonya Rose

At home with history: Macaulay and the History
of England

Catherine Hall

A homogeneous society? Britain’s internal ‘others’,
1800—present

Laura Tabili

At home with the Empire: the example of Ireland
Christine Kinealy

The condition of women, women’s writing and the
Empire in nineteenth-century Britain

Jane Rendall

Sexuality and empire

Philippa Levine

Religion and empire at home

Susan Thorne

Metropolitan desires and colonial connections: reflections
on consumption and empire

Joanna de Groot

Imagining empire: history, fantasy and literature

Cora Kaplan

vii

32

53

77

I01

122

143

166

191

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521670020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-67002-9 - At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial
World

Edited by Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose

Frontmatter

More information

vi Contents

10 New narratives of imperial politics in the nineteenth century
Antoinette Burton 212

11 Bringing the Empire home: women activists in imperial
Britain, 1790s-1930s

Clare Midgley 230
12 Taking class notes on empire

James Epstein 251
13 Citizenship and empire, 1867-1928

Keith McClelland and Sonya Rose 275
Select bibliography 298
Index 330

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521670020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-67002-9 - At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial
World

Edited by Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose

Frontmatter

More information

Notes on contributors

ANTOINETTE BURTON is Professor of History and Bastian Professor of
Global and Transnational Studies at the University of Illinois at
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impact of the 1848 nationalist uprising in Ireland.
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KEITH McCLELLAND is a former editor of Gender and History and
author with Catherine Hall and Jane Rendall of Defining the Victorian
Nation. He is currently working on British socialism and empire since
the late nineteenth century.

CLARE MIDGLEY is Research Professor in history at Sheffield Hallam
University and is the author of Women Against Slavery and editor of
Gender and Imperialism. Her work focuses on exploring the
intersections between British women’s history and the history of
British imperialism, and she is currently completing a new monograph
entitled ‘Feminism, Philanthropy and Empire’.

JANE RENDALL is an Honorary Fellow in the History Department at the
University of York. Her publications include 7he Origins of Modern
Feminism, with Catherine Hall and Keith McClelland Defining the
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Eighteenth-Century York: Culture, Space and Society. She has published
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SONYA ROSE is the author of Limited Livelihoods: Gender and Class in
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especially during and in the aftermath of war in twentieth-century
Britain.

LAURA TABILI is Associate Professor of Modern European History at the
University of Arizona, and author of ‘We Ask for British Justice’:
Workers and Racial Difference in Late Imperial Britain, as well as articles

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521670020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-67002-9 - At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial
World

Edited by Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose

Frontmatter

More information

Notes on contributors Ix

on migration, interracial marriage and the racialisation of masculinity.
Her book in progress enquires into the cultural impact of long-distance
migration on the Tyne port of South Shields between 1841 and 1939.

SUSAN THORNE teaches modern British history and the history of
European colonialism in the Department of History at Duke
University in Durham, North Carolina. She is the author of
Congregational Missions and the Making of an Imperial Culture in
Nineteenth-Century England. Her current research explores the social
and ethnic boundaries of competing conceptions of the family as
reflected in the social history and cultural construction of homeless
children in Britain and the Empire during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
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