Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

This collection brings together current research on morality in
human development. Morality in its various forms is a dominant
influence on the conduct and evaluation of day-to-day life. The
pervasiveness of the moral domain can be detected in every aspect
of social life; moral commitments shape the goals and aspirations
of individuals, and moral judgments are apparent in discourse
about most forms of human interaction. Two broad themes inte-
grate this book: social context and development. Contexts include
interpersonal as well as societal communities and cultures. This
volume will appeal to scholars from many disciplines, including
psychology, anthropology, education, sociology, law, linguistics,
and ethics.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Studies in Social and Emotional
Development
General Editor: Martin L. Hoffman, New York University

Advisory Board: Robert N. Emde, Willard W. Hartup,
Robert A. Hinde, Lois W. Hoffman, Carroll E. Izard,
Nicholas Blurton Jones, Jerome Kagan, Franz J. Monks,
Paul Mussen, Ross D. Parke, and Michael Rutter

Morality in everyday life

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

Morality in everyday life

Developmental perspectives

Edited by

MELANIE KILLEN
University of Maryland, College Park

DANIEL HART

Rutgers University

TR
o

(223 )

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

7 L5y
ll

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge, United Kingdom
http://www.cup.cam.ac.uk

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA
http://www.cup.org

10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

© Cambridge University Press 1995

First published 1995
First paperback edition 1999

Printed in the United States of America

Typefaces Times Roman 10/12.5 with Century Schoolbook
System TEV [HVG]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Morality in everyday life: developmental perspectives / edited by
Melanie Killen, Daniel Hart.

p. cm. — (Cambridge studies in social and emotional
development)

Includes indexes.
ISBN 0-521-45478-6 (hbk.) ISBN 0-521-66586-8 (pbk.)

1. Moral development. 2. Moral development —~ Social aspects.

I. Killen, Melanie. II. Hart, Daniel. III. Series.

BF723.M54M688 1995

155.2°5 - dc20 94-45499
CIp

ISBN 0-521-45478-6 Hardback
ISBN 0-521-66586-8 Paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

For Rob and Sasha (M.K.)
For Matthew and Sarah (D.H.)

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of contributors ix
Preface xiii

Introduction: Perspectives on morality in everyday life
Daniel Hart and Melanie Killen 1
Part I. The acquisition of morality

1 The social construction of character in toddlerhood
Dale F. Hay, Jennifer Castle, Carol A. Stimson,

and Lisa Davies 23
2 Morality, autonomy, and social conflict Melanie Killen
and Larry P. Nucci 52

3 Children’s conceptions of sociomoral affect: Happy
victimizers, mixed emotions, and other expectancies
William Arsenio and Anthony Lover 87
Part II. Social judgment in different contexts

4 Obedience to authority in children and adults

Marta Laupa, Elliot Turiel, and Philip A. Cowan 131
5 Social context in social cognition: Psychological harm and
civil liberties  Charles C. Helwig 166

6 Psychological and philosophical considerations of prudence
and morality Marvin W. Berkowitz, Jeffrey P. Kahn,

Gregg Mulry, and Jeanne Piette 201
7 Context, conflict, and constraint in adolescent—parent
authority relationships Judith G. Smetana 225

Part III. Social judgment in different cultures

8 Development in the context of everyday family relationships:
Culture, interpersonal morality, and adaptation
Joan G. Miller and David M. Bersoff 259

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

viil Contents

9 Diversity in social development: Between or within
cultures?  Cecilia Wainryb and Elliot Turiel 283
Part IV. Moral integration and character

10 Moral commitment in inner-city adolescents Daniel Hart,
Miranda Yates, Suzanne Fegley, and Gerry Wilson 317

11 The development of extraordinary moral commitment
Anne Colby and William Damon 342

12 Reasoning about morality and real-life moral problems
Lawrence J. Walker, Russell C. Pitts, Karl H. Hennig, and

M. Kyle Matsuba 371
Author index 417
Subject index 425

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives

Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart
Frontmatter
More information

Contributors

William Arsenio

Ferkauf Graduate School of
Psychology

Albert Einstein College of
Medicine Campus

Bronx, NY

Marvin W. Berkowitz
Department of Psychology
Marquette University
Milwaukee, WI

David M. Bersoff
Department of Psychology
Yale University

New Haven, CT

Jennifer Castle

MRC Child Psychiatry Unit
DeCrespigny Park
Denmark Hill

London

Anne Colby

The Henry Murray Research
Center

Radcliffe College

Cambridge, MA

Philip A. Cowan

Department of Psychology
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

ix

William Damon
Department of Education
Brown University
Providence, RI

Lisa Davies

Section of Perinatal Psychiatry
Institute of Psychiatry
DeCrespigny Park

Denmark Hill

London

Suzanne Fegley
Department of Psychology
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA

Daniel Hart

Department of Psychology
Rutgers, The State University
Camden, NJ

Dale F. Hay

Faculty of Social and Political
Sciences

Cambridge University

Cambridge, England

Charles C. Helwig
4/F Sidney Hall

100 St. George Street
Toronto, Ontario
Canada

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives

Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart
Frontmatter

More information
X Contributors
Karl H. Hennig Gregg Mulry
Department of Psychology Center for AIDS Intervention
University of British Columbia Research

Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada

Jeffrey P. Kahn

Center for the Study of Bioethics
Medical College of Wisconsin
Milwaukee, WI

Melanie Killen

Department of Human
Development

University of Maryland, College
Park

College Park, MD

Marta Laupa

Department of Psychology
University of Nevada

Las Vegas, NV

Anthony Lover

Ferkauf Graduate School of
Psychology

Albert Einstein College of
Medicine Campus

Bronx, NY

M. Kyle Matsuba

Department of Psychology
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada

Joan G. Miller
Department of Psychology
Yale University

New Haven, CT

Department of Psychiatry and
Mental Health Sciences
Medical College of Wisconsin

Milwaukee, WI

Larry P. Nucci

College of Education
University of Illinois, Chicago
Chicago, IL

Jeanne Piette
Loyola University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

Russell C. Pitts

Department of Psychology
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada

Judith G. Smetana

Graduate School of Education and
Human Development

University of Rochester

Rochester, NY

Carol A. Stimson
17 Ogleforth
York, England

Elliot Turiel

School of Education

Tolman Hall

University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Cecilia Wainryb
Department of Psychology
University of Utah

Salt Lake City, UT

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives

Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart
Frontmatter
More information

Contributors

Lawrence J. Walker
Department of Psychology
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada

Gerry Wilson

Department of Psychology
Rutgers, The State University
Camden, NJ

Miranda Yates

Department of Psychology

The Catholic University of
America

Washington, DC

Xi

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521665868
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-66586-5 - Morality in Everyday Life: Developmental Perspectives
Edited by Melanie Killen and Daniel Hart

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

Although the psychological study of morality has many aims, ultimately its
goal is to understand how moral regulation occurs in the daily lives of indi-
viduals. We believe, as do many of our colleagues, that this goal is now being
realized in a range of new lines of investigation. The purpose of this book is
to bring together discussions of some of the most original research in this
area. For researchers and theorists of morality, the various chapters in the
volume present the most current advances and consider as well the complex
issues revolving around morality. These include fundamental developmental
questions, such as: Where does morality come from and how is it acquired
(origins)? How does morality change over time (sequence)? How does cul-
ture play a role in the acquisition of morality? What does morality look like
throughout the lifespan (ontogenesis)? We asked our contributors to address
these issues to the extent that they were relevant to their work, and we
especially encouraged our authors to consider the two overall guiding
themes for the book: everyday life (context) and development.

None of this work would have been conducted without the ground-
breaking studies of morality by Jean Piaget in the 1930s (The Moral Judg-
ment of the Child) or by Lawrence Kohlberg in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s
(see Kohlberg’s Essays in Moral Development, 1984, for a compilation of
his writings). Piaget’s and Kohlberg’s works were important because,
among other things, they sought to outline a structural developmental
approach to moral judgment and reasoning. Their projects were vast and
covered many aspects of moral development. One of the ways in which
current research has moved beyond these foundational works is by provid-
ing new approaches for studying how morality is acquired and how moral
judgments are constructed out of daily experiences. These are among the
themes that pervade the research in this book and are, we believe, what
make the current research significant and fundamental.

The idea for bringing together a book on the current psychological
research in the field of morality began at a symposium (with the same title

Xiii
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Xiv Preface

as this book) that we organized at the American Psychological Association
conference in 1992. The reception to the symposium was very positive and
it reminded us, as participants, that many psychologists outside of develop-
mental psychology are still somewhat unfamiliar with the enormous output
of exciting, original research that has been conducted on morality in vari-
ous social contexts over the past few decades. Moreover, much of the
psychological work on morality has been influenced by theories and re-
search in the disciplines of anthropology, philosophy, and sociology. Thus,
although the focus of this book is on psychological accounts of morality,
most of the authors make references to theorists and researchers in other
disciplines; this is part of what makes the topic of morality so compelling,
enigmatic, and fascinating.

We wish to thank the contributing authors, all of whom submitted
thoughtful, insightful chapters. Their conscientiousness in submitting
drafts and revisions in a timely manner was greatly appreciated. Julia
Hough at Cambridge University Press provided encouragement and
thoughtful suggestions at many points in this project; her help was invalu-
able. Melanie Killen acknowledges support from the Spencer Foundation
and the Ford Foundation for her research. Melanie Killen also thanks Bill
Damon, Jonas Langer, Paul Mussen, Larry Nucci, Samuel Scheffler, Judith
Smetana, and Elliot Turiel for meaningful and influential exchanges about
morality and development, and the many undergraduates and Master’s
students at Wesleyan University who generously and enthusiastically partici-
pated in her various research projects. Dan Hart acknowledges the gener-
ous support of the Lilly Endowment’s Program on Youth and Caring di-
rected by Joan Lipsitz. Dan Hart also thanks Anne Colby, Bill Damon, Al
Patterson, Mark Reinhalter, Larry Walker, and Jim Youniss for useful
discussions on morality and everyday life.
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