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This is the first in-depth critical appraisal in English of the political, legal,
and cultural writings of Carl Schmitt, perhaps this century’s most brilliant
critic of liberalism. Moreover, it offers an assessment of this most sophisti-
cated of fascist theorists without attempting either to apologize for or demo-
nize him.

Schmitt’s eventual collusion with the Nazis has long discouraged any
serious engagement with the critique of liberalism that he undertook dur-
ing the crisistidden Weimar Republic. However, contemporary political
conditions, such as disaffection with liberalism and the rise of extremist
political organizations, have rendered Schmitt’s work both relevant and
insightful.

Schmitt’s Weimar writings confront the role of modern technology as it
finds expression through the principles and practices of liberalism. Just as
technology is characterized by both the abstractly formal logic of Enlighten-
ment science and the irrational will toward domination generated by mass
exhilaration and fear, so liberalism, according to Schmitt, lays out abstractly
neutral rules to govern a social reality comprising a plurality of mutually
irrational and incommensurable subjective perspectives. John McCormick
examines why technology becomes a rallying cry for both right- and left-
wing intellectuals at times when liberalism appears anachronistic, and he
shows the continuities between Weimar’s ideological debates and those of
our own age.

By setting Schmitt’s work in the context of contemporaries such as We-
ber, Lukacs, Benjamin, Heidegger, and Adorno as well as earlier figures
such as Machiavelli, Hobbes, Hegel, Marx, and Nietzsche, John McCormick
has furnished philosophers, historians, and political theorists with the most
comprehensive account of Schmitt available.
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