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Ronald Dworkin

Ronald Dworkin occupies a distinctive place in both public life and philoso-
phy. In public life, he is a regular contributor to The New York Review of Books
and other widely read journals. In philosophy, he has written important and
influential works on many of the most prominent issues in legal and political
philosophy. In both cases, his interventions have in part shaped the debates
he joined. His opposition to Robert Bork’s nomination for the United States
Supreme Court gave new centrality to debates about the public role of judges
and the role of original intent in constitutional interpretation. His writings in
legal philosophy have reoriented the modern debate about legal positivism and
natural law. In political philosophy, he has shaped the ways in which people
debate the nature of equality; he has spawned a substantial literature about the
relation between luck and responsibility in distributive justice; he has reframed
debates about the sanctity of life. His work has also been the focus of many
recent discussions of both democracy and the rule of law. This volume contains
new essays on Dworkin’s key contributions by writers who have themselves
made important interventions in the debates.

Arthur Ripstein is professor of law and philosophy at the University of Toronto.
An associate editor of Philosophy & Public Affairs, he is the author of Equality,
Responsibility and the Law and co-editor of Practical Rationality and Preference
and Law & Morality.
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Contemporary Philosophy in Focus

Contemporary Philosophy in Focus offers a series of introductory volumes
to many of the dominant philosophical thinkers of the current age. Each vol-
ume consists of newly commissioned essays that cover major contributions of
a preeminent philosopher in a systematic and accessible manner. Comparable
in scope and rationale to the highly successful series Cambridge Companions
to Philosophy, the volumes do not presuppose that readers are already inti-
mately familiar with the details of each philosopher’s work. They thus combine
exposition and critical analysis in a manner that will appeal to students of phi-
losophy and to professionals as well as to students across the humanities and
social sciences.
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