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The recent opening of the archive of the former Congregation of the Holy
Office of Rome (the office of the ‘Inquisition’) has yielded an extraordinary
wealth of documentation which is already altering dramatically many long-
standing views on the repressive activity of the Church of Rome during the
Counter-Reformation.

Drawing extensively upon this archival source, the book highlights the
wide gap between the Church’s aim to exert control over all knowledge and
actual implementation. The plurality of the central offices, their contradic-
tory decisions, and the inadequacy of the peripheral offices combined to
hamper truly effective censorship. But despite their shortcomings, these
operations had a disastrous effect upon Italian culture. The pointless destruc-
tion caused by the Church’s waverings, and the failure of expurgatory policy,
for centuries deprived Italians of their most cherished books. By con-
centrating on areas hitherto little explored, this book shows that prohibition
did not affect only the scholarly community. Broader social groups, from
jurists to scientists, from Jews to ‘common’ readers uneducated in Latin, all
experienced the rigours of ecclesiastical censorship.

GIGLIOLA FRAGNITO is Professor of Early Modern History, Universita
degli Studi, Parma. Previous publications include: La Bibbia al rogo. La censura
ecclesiastica e § volgarizzamenti della Scrittura (1471—1605), Bologna, 1997.
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scholarly debate over a range of issues which have not hitherto received, in
English, the attention they deserve. As it develops, the series will emphasize
the interest and vigour of current international debates on this central period of

Italian history and the persistent influence of Italian culture on the rest of
Europe.
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