
Contents

Acknowledgments page vii
Note on texts ix

 The modern novelist as redeemer of the nation 
The modernist novel and the crisis of liberal nationalism 
Joyce, Balzac, and the dynamic of disillusionment 
Disillusionment and the possibility of liberal politics 
Joyce’s transformation of the disillusionment plot structure 
The conscience of the race and the moral unity of the nation 
Modernist narrative technique and the racial conscience 

 The crisis of liberal nationalism 
The decline of the nation-state 
The liberal compromise between will and character 
National will vs. national character 
The Rights of Man and of the Citizen 
The Rights of Men and the Rights of Englishmen 
Literary form and the crisis of liberalism 

 “His sympathies were in the right place”: Conrad and the
discourse of national character 

Conrad’s “idée nationale” and English liberal nationalism 
Kurtz and the phantom of international democracy 
Marlow’s theory of character 
Conrad, character, and culture 

 Citizens of the Plain: Proust and the discourse of national will 
Combray: site of the unified self ? 
Proustian and Cartesian doubt 
Proustian ethics: involuntary memory and social roles 
The war: The moral unity of the nation and the general will 
The Dreyfus affair: the accursed races and the nation-state 
The possibility of justice: equality of condition and multiplicity of selves 

v

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521661110 - Modernism, Nationalism, and the Novel
Pericles Lewis
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521661110
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


 “Il vate nazionale”: D’Annunzio and the discourse of
embodiment 

Fiumanism and Fascism 
D’Annunzio’s Inferno: the lyrics of suffering 
D’Annunzio’s Purgatory: the narrative of redemption 
D’Annunzio’s Paradise: the return to battle 
Gabriele’s Vita nuova: the Notturno and the art of the novel 

Conclusion 

Notes 
Select bibliography 
Index 

vi Contents

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521661110 - Modernism, Nationalism, and the Novel
Pericles Lewis
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521661110
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

