
A phenomenology of working class experience

This moving and challenging book by Simon
Charlesworth deals with the personal consequences of
poverty and class and the effects of growing up as part of
a poor and stigmatized group. Charlesworth examines
these themes by focusing on a particular town –
Rotherham – in South Yorkshire, England, and using the
personal testimony of people who live there, acquired
through recorded interviews and notes from conversa-
tions. He applies to these life stories the interpretative
tools of philosophy and social theory, drawing in partic-
ular on the work of Pierre Bourdieu and Merleau-Ponty,
in order to explore the social relations and experiences of
a distinct but largely ignored social group. The culture
described in this book is not unique to Rotherham, and
Charlesworth argues that the themes and problems iden-
tified will be familiar to economically powerless and polit-
ically dispossessed people everywhere.
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to supervise me when I encountered a cold indifference and critical atmos-
phere from staff and students alike who manifest a clear disdain for me and
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