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The Dignity of Legislation

This book is an attempt to restore the good name of legislation in
political theory. Focusing in particular on the writings of Aristotle,
Locke, and Kant, Jeremy Waldron recovers and highlights ways of
thinking about legislation that present it as a dignified mode of
governance and a respectable source of law. The emphasis is primarily
on legislation by assemblies, large gatherings of representatives who air
their disagreements in ferocious debate and make laws by deliberation
and voting. Jeremy Waldron presents a unique study of the place of
legislation in the canon of political thought — a study which emphasizes
the positive features of democracy and representative assemblies. The
Dignity of Legislation is original in conception, trenchantly argued and
very clearly presented, and will be of interest to a wide range of scholars
and thinkers.

Jeremy Waldron is Maurice and Hilda Friedman Professor of Law at
Columbia University. He has held posts in Oxford, Edinburgh, Berkeley,
and Princeton, and has lectured extensively in his native New Zealand.
He is author or editor of numerous books and articles on law,
philosophy, and political theory, including The Right to Private Property,
Liberal Rights: Collected Papers 1981—91 and The Law.
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THE JOHN ROBERT SEELEY LECTURES

The John Robert Seeley lectures have been established by the University
of Cambridge as a biennial lecture series in social and political studies,
sponsored jointly by the Faculty of History and the University Press.
The Seeley lectures provide a unique forum for distinguished scholars of
international reputation to address, in an accessible manner, themes of
broad and topical interest in social and political studies. Subsequent to
their public delivery in Cambridge the University Press publishes
suitably modified versions of each set of lectures. Professor James Tully
of McGill University delivered the inaugural series of Seeley lectures in
1994 on the theme of Constitutionalism in an Age of Diversity. Professor
Jeremy Waldron of Columbia University gave a series in 1996 on The
Dignity of Legislation; in 1998, Professor Martha Nussbaum of Brown
University delivered the latest series, on Feminist Internationalism.
Professor Joseph Raz of the University of Oxford will deliver his series
in 2000.
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“It is good for me that I have been afflicted,

that I may learn Your statutes.”

PSALM 119:71
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