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In Henry James and Modern Moral Life, Professor Robert Pippin argues that
Henry James, in his novels and tales, is engaged in a sophisticated, original
exploration of moral understanding and moral motivation. Pippin argues that
James takes his bearings from what he understood to be the complex and
unprecedented historical situation of modernity and that he was able to do full
justice to the ambiguities and confusions unavoidable in such a social world,
while avoiding skepticism or a narrow aestheticism.

Professor Pippin presents important new interpretations of The American
Scene, The Wings of the Dove, Portrait of a Lady, The Ambassadors, The Golden
Bowl, and several of James's short stories, including The Beast in the Jungle and
The Turn of the Screw, in support of his claim that there is a distinct and
philosophically rich Jamesean account of modern moral meaning.

Henry James and Modern Moral Life is written by one of the preeminent
interpreters of the modern European philosophical tradition and will interest
both philosophers and literary critics and theorists. Because Pippin presents
his argument without reliance on a particular philosophical or theoretical
vocabulary, the book will also engage students and interested readers of Henry
James.

Robert B. Pippin is Raymond W. and Martha Hilpert Gruner Distinguished
Service Professor in the Committee on Social Thought, the Department of
Philosophy, and the College at the University of Chicago. He is the author of
several books on the modern philosophical tradition and the nature of Euro-
pean modernity.
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And there appeared, with its windows glowing, small,
In the distance, in the frozen reaches, a cabin;

And we stood before it, amazed at its being there,

And would have gone forward and opened the door,
And stepped into the glow and warmed ourselves there,
But that it was ours by not being ours,

And should remain empty. That was the idea.

- from “The Idea,” by Mark Strand
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