
action
description of, 137
relational approach to, 224–31
relationship with time, 61–2, 78

action narratives, configuring, 139–42
aesthetic sensibility, 233–5
Africa, Birdy, 170
Africa, John, 30
Africa, Ramona, 170
Aguilera, Davy, 36
Aho, James, 177
AIM (American Indian Movement), 27–8
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms see ATF
Alexander, Jeffrey, 15, 16, 145, 221
Alford, Robert, 148–9
alternative experts, 230–1
ambush, 99
America see Peru; USA
American Indian Movement (AIM), 27–8
analogies, 93–4, 164–5
Anarchy, 95
ancestry of standoffs, 91–5
antagonists, 183–7

characterizations of, 98–9
children as, 52, 189
as intermediaries, 209–10

anti-society groups, 183–4
arrests

at end of standoffs, 215, 217
routine arrest, 166
timing of warrant, 67–9
warrant for Randy Weaver, 68–9, 143,

166, 187
warrant as trigger for standoffs, 142–4

ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms)

participation in standoffs, 179
Ruby Ridge standoff, 32–3
Waco standoff, 36, 119, 143–4, 151–2

banners, 167–8, 217
see also flags

beginnings, 82–3
Benjamin, Walter, 231
Bernstein, Michael André, 3, 5
BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs), 27, 28,

179
Bible, as Ur-text, 192, 194, 197
binary oppositions

respecting and transcending, 223–4
spatial, 97–100

birthing house, 71–2, 120–1
Blind Chance, 4
Bliss Ranch, 112

see also Justus Township
body language see gestures
borders, 105

see also perimeters
Boundary Treaty (1838), 192
Bourdieu, Pierre, 50–1, 77
Branch Davidians, 35, 36, 37, 38, 90, 143–4

see also Waco standoff
bricoleurs, 220
bridges, 225–31
bullhorns, 130

see also loudspeakers
bunkers, 107–8
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

see ATF
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 27, 28, 179
bureaucratic and sentimental discourse, 12
Burke, Kenneth, 10, 148, 222
Burrus Charles, 210
bystanders, 191

cameras see media; video cameras
Carter, Jimmy, 131
Cartolini, Nestor Cerpa, 41
Castoriadis, Cornelius, 16
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categorization
by institutions, 16–17
withholding, 221–3

CAUSE Foundation, 40, 208
Cavicchioli, Sandro, 66
chance, and necessity, 231–3
children

and concept of family, 51–3
as hostages and antagonists, 52, 189–90

chronicles, 139
clothing, of law-enforcement agents, 182
Cohen, Abner, 101
common law, 69–70
community

concept of, 50
see also neighbours

compounds, spatial narratives of, 120
compromise solutions, 202
Constitution of United States, 193, 195–6,

197
constitutional law, 69–70
contamination, 12
contingency

standoff as exemplar of, 5–7
theorizing, 2–5

contingency imperatives, 152
control

of perimeters, 104–5
see also power

Craig, Larry E., 115
Craig, R.J., 81
Critical Incident Response Unit, 40
cultural setpoints of standoffs, 46–9

dangerous, label of, 186–7
deadlines, 22, 78–9
Deadly Force policy, 158–60, 161, 162
deals, 215–16
death, and spatial divisions, 122–3
defensive actions, 146–7
defensive structures, 99–100
Degan, William, 33
diachronic, 65, 66, 232
discourse analysis, 9–10
discovery phase, 46–7
discursive interaction, modes of, 12–14
Docherty, Jayne, 204
documents

at end of Freemen standoff, 217
use of historical, 69–70, 88
see also texts; textual space; warrants

domestic and war discourse, 12
doors, 134–6, 167
dramatis personae see participants
Duke, Charles, 40
Durkheim, Emile, 17

effort, 15
electricity, turning off, 84, 156–7
emergency, compared with normal, 19
endings, 86–7, 214–19
Engle, Lars, 3
equipment, 152–7, 173–4, 175
Erikson, Roger, 45
eternal time, 65, 66
exile, and return, 127
expectations, 230
experts, 211–13, 230–1
external imperatives, 151–2
extrainstitutional discourse, 13–14
extralinguistic action, 140

see also gestures

Fadeley, Kenneth, 32, 190–1
family

characterizations of, 98–9, 186
contact across perimeters, 130
as setpoint for standoff, 48, 50–3
spatial divisions at Ruby Ridge, 120–1

FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation)
Critical Response Unit, 40
Hostage Rescue Team, 34, 37, 100, 147,

180–1
participation in standoffs, 179

Freemen standoff, 39–40
Republic of Texas standoff, 45
Ruby Ridge standoff, 34
Waco standoff, 37
Wounded Knee standoff, 28, 29

Rules of Engagement, 34, 157–63
Feinstein, Senator Diane, 182
fire

Mann Gulch fire, 19–20, 200
in violent endings, 154–5, 218

fire engines, 154–5
firearms see guns
flags

narratives of, 117–20
see also banners

folk tales, absentation in, 97
food supplies, 128, 173, 174
Foote, Kenneth, 108–9
Fort Laramie Treaty (1868), 69–70, 88–9,

191–2, 198
Foucault, Michel, 10
Freemen of Montana, movements of, 127
Freemen of Montana standoff

beginning, 83
duration, 84, 85–6
end, 217
equipment used, 153
flag, 119
historical time-line, 70, 90
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Freemen of Montana standoff (cont.)
meetings and negotiations, 172, 202, 205,

209
official time during, 75, 76
participants

on both sides of law, 177
go-betweens, 131
law-enforcement agents, 39–40, 182–3
neighbours, 146

perimeter, 100, 103–4
transit across, 129–30

setting of, 114, 116
spatial bridges, 226–7
summary of, 38–41
symbolism of space names, 112
texts

texts-in-action, 198, 199
Ur-texts, 192, 196

Friedland, Roger, 109, 148–9
Frizzell, Kent, 86, 198, 207
Fujimori, Alberto, 43, 185, 190, 218

Gaffney, Edward, 143–4
Garfinkle, Howard, 25
Garner, Richard, 115–16
genealogical dimensions of standoffs, 91–5
generators, 156–7
Geneva Convention, 192
gestures, of standoff scenes, 166–75
go-betweens, 131–2

see also intermediaries; mediators
goals, 233–4, 235–6
God-terms, 10, 222
Gonseth, Ferdinand, 176
Goode, Wilson, 31, 32, 226
Goodwin, Charles, 146–7
Greenhouse, Carol, 20, 50, 70, 193, 208
Greimas, Algirdas J., 10, 22–3, 79, 97,

166–7
Gritz, Bo

role in standoffs, 131, 177
Freemen, 40, 78, 202, 209
Ruby Ridge, 34, 172–3, 199

Guidelines, The, 192
guns

and concept of children, 52–3
first shots, 144
ownership as setpoint for standoff, 32–3,

36, 48, 55–7, 143–4
Hacking, Ian, 101–2, 150
Hall, John, 65, 93
hands, gestures and symbolism, 172–3
Hanks, William, 9, 63, 227–8
Harris, Kevin, 33, 34, 135, 155–6
Harvey, David, 61, 71, 225
Hecht, Richard, 109
Herrnstein-Smith, Barbara, 87

hindsight, 230
history, time-lines of, 69–70, 87–91
home videos, 156, 174
homes, spatial narratives of, 120–1
Horiuchi, Lon, 34, 135
Hostage Rescue Team (HRT)

at Ruby Ridge, 34, 100, 147
at Waco, 37
role of, 180–1

hostages, 13, 73, 168–71, 187–90, 208
Howell, Vernon see Koresh, David
HRT see Hostage Rescue Team
Hudson, Henry, 207
Hunter, Ian, 109–10
Hunter, Susan, 80, 88
hybridity in texts, 227–9
hybridization, 12–14

identity
constructions of America, 49–58
and moral space, 110–11
of situations, 140–1
as unstable, 175–6
see also participants

ideological alignments, 94, 95
Immigration and Naturalization Service,

179
impatience, 79
imperatives of organizations, 151–2
improvisation

meaning of, 219–21
parameters of

aesthetic sensibility, 233–5
chance and necessity, 231–3
relational approach, 224–31
respecting and transcending binaries,

223–4
withholding categories, 221–3

Independent Oglala Nation, 28, 89, 122–3,
150–1, 184, 191–2

informants, 190–1
see also undercover agents

information, withholding, 174
inside space, narratives of, 120–3
institutions

categorization by, 16–17
discourse of, 13
see also law-enforcement agents;

organizations
intermediaries, 207–11

see also go-betweens; mediators;
negotiators

internal imperatives, 151
interpretation, standoff as moment of,

18–20
intervals, 77–8
Italy, corruption in, 66–7, 210
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jails, narratives of, 123–4
Jamar, Jeffrey, 21–2, 37
Johnson, Michael, 182, 207
Josephy, Alvin (Jr.), 81
journalists, 129–30, 173, 174

see also media
Justus Township, 39, 40, 112

Kaczynski, Theodore (Unabomber), 99, 109
King, Rodney, 146–7, 168
Koresh, David, 35–6, 37, 183, 186, 192

movements, of, 127
Seven Seals manuscript, 76, 79–80, 197
time frame of, 72, 79–80

Lanceley, Frederick, 85, 206, 212
law-enforcement agents, 178–83

ATF, 32–3, 36, 119, 143–4, 151–2, 179
clothing, 182
equipment, 152–7, 173–4, 175
FBI see FBI
framing of scene, 165
informants and undercover agents, 32, 33,

36, 190–1
intra-agency divisions, 179–80, 206–7
Rules of Engagement, 34, 157–63
standard operating procedures, 141,

148–50
subculture, 181
US Marshalls, 28, 33, 179, 207
see also legal time; official time

Leach, Edmund, 76–7
Leaphart, Vincent, 30
legal time, 67–70
Lévi-Strauss, Claude, 17
Lewis, Justin, 86–7
light transgression at Waco, 133
Lindecker, Clifford, 114
linguistic acts, 139–40
listening devices, 128, 173–4
literal spaces, 103–8
loudspeakers

at MOVE house, 226
see also public address systems

Lyman, Stanley, 201–2, 205

McLaren, Richard, 44–5, 216
Magisano, Gus see Fadeley, Kenneth
Mani Pulite campaign in Italy, 66–7, 210
Manifesto of Tupac Amaru, 192
Mann Gulch fire, 19–20, 200
marches, shapes of, 125–6
Mead, George Herbert, 8
meaning

narrative as bridge of, 8–10
standoff as conflict of, 7–8

Means, Russell, 27, 29

media
and ATF publicity at Waco, 151–2
display of standoff equipment to, 153
movement in and out of scene, 129–30,

173, 174
perimeters, 107
readings of action, 64

media time, 74–5, 86
mediation, across space, 100–2
mediators

movement in and out of scene, 173
organic, 13, 210, 230
see also go-betweens; intermediaries;

negotiators
medical supplies, 173, 174
meetings

literal structure of, 171–2
see also negotiations

metaphors, 138, 235
metaphysical time, 71–4
metonymy, 138–9
Meyer, John W., 150
middles, 83–6
military equipment, 153
military role in standoffs, 178
mobile, and stationary, 101–2
modulation, 225–6
Monroe, Dale, 161–2
Montana Highway Patrol, 179
moral space, 110–11
Morton, Rogers, 184
Mount Carmel, 35, 36, 99–100
MOVE members

movements of, 127
in prison, 123

MOVE standoff
beginning, 82
deadlines, 78
discursive `handings-off’, 232
duration, 84–5
end, 134, 154, 218
equipment used, 153, 154, 156
gun ownership setpoint, 56
hygiene and spatial narratives, 121
negotiation and mediation, 210
offensive and defensive structures, 99
participants

hostages, 170, 189–90
neighbours, 31, 145–6, 199
police rivalry, 180

setting of, 112–13, 117
summary of, 29–32
temporal bridge prior to, 226
texts

texts-in-action, 199, 200
Ur-text, 192

timing of warrant, 68, 73
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movement across space, 124–7
in, out and around standoff scenes,

168–75
transgression and trespass, 132–4
transit, 128–32

names
naming standoff scenes, 163–4
of places, 111–13

narratives
as bridge of meaning, 8–10
configuring action narratives, 139–42
genre of standoffs, 87
stories and chronicles, 139
storytelling, 222–3

necessity, and chance, 231–3
negotiations

analyses of, 203–13
literal structure of, 171–2
location of, 205–6
pace and rhythm of, 204–5
use of term, 202

negotiators
at Waco, 183
relationship with tacticians, 179–80, 206–7
see also go-betweens; intermediaries;

mediators
neighbours

role in initiating standoffs, 145–6
role in MOVE standoff, 31, 145–6, 199
texts-in-action, 199

New Religious Movements, 113
normal, compared with emergency, 19
Notting Hill Carnival, 101

offensive actions, 146–7
offensive structures, 99–100
official time, 75–8

see also legal time
Oglala Sioux see Independent Oglala

Nation
Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization

(OSCRO), 27–8
operating procedures, 141, 148–50

see also Rules of Engagement
operational grammar, 160
organic mediators, 13, 210, 230
organizations

imperatives of, 151–2
standard operating procedures, 148–50
see also institutions; law-enforcement

agents
OSCRO (Oglala Sioux Civil Rights

Organization), 27–8
outside space, narratives of, 113–17

Palermo, Domingo, 43
paper terrorism, 38–9, 44–5, 198–9

participants
antagonists, 98–9, 183–7, 189, 209–10
on both sides of law, 176–8
characterizations of, 98–9, 141
experts, 211–13, 230–1
hostages, 13, 73, 168–71, 187–90, 208
intermediaries, 13, 131–2, 173, 207–11,

230
law-enforcement agents see law-

enforcement agents
minor roles, 190–1
undercover agents, 32, 33, 36, 190–1
unstable identities of, 175–6

Pate, James, 112
patience, 79
Peirce, Charles Sanders, 2
perimeters, 103–7

movement across, 128–34
permanent, compared with temporary, 62
Peru

as setting for standoff, 47–8, 116–17
see also Tupac Amaru standoff

Philadelphia Police Department, 31–2
pilgrimages, 126–7
place

fortification of, 142
see also space

place names, 111–13
plans see standard operating procedures
police see law-enforcement agents
political jurisdiction

as setpoint for standoff, 57–8
and time-lines, 69–70, 89–90

power
in waiting, 80–1
see also control

pragmatism
combined with structuralism, 8, 9
and goals, 235–6
and hybridized discourse, 14
move towards, 11–12
nature of, 15–18, 224
in practice, 219

prisoners
release of, 168–9
see also hostages

prisons, narratives of, 123–4
probability theory, 2–3
progress, calculating, 83–4
property rights

and transgression, 133
and Wounded Knee standoff, 122
see also territory

Propp, Vladimir, 97
prospective approach, 4
Protocol of the Learned Elders of Zion, The,

192
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public address systems, 130
loudspeaker at MOVE house, 226

Purgatory, 62

racial alignment, 94–5
Ramos, Reyes, 225
Rashomon, 3–4
relational approach, 224–31
religion

moving away from oppressors, 113–14
as setpoint for standoff, 48, 53–5
spiritual messages, 128–9
Ur-texts of, 192–3, 194–5, 197
see also spiritual time

Reno, Janet, 37, 40, 100, 104
Republic of Texas members, in prison,

124
Republic of Texas standoff

beginning, 83
end, 216
historical time-line, 89–90
participants

law-enforcement agents, 45
neighbours and hostages, 44, 45, 146,

168–9, 188
setting of, 117
summary of, 43–5
symbolism of place names, 112
texts-in-action, 198
Ur-texts, 192

reservations, spatial narratives of, 122–3
residence, spatial narratives of, 121–2
retreat, 227
retrospective approach, 3–4
ritual time, 71–4
Rochberg-Halton, Eugene, 14
Roden, George, 35
Roden, Lois, 35
Roe, Emery, 194
Ross, Marc Howard, 131, 230
routine arrest, 166
Rowan, Brian, 150
Rowe, Joe, 44, 45, 168
Rowe, Margaret Ann, 44, 45, 168
Ruby Ridge standoff

end of, 172–3, 217, 219
equipment used, 153, 155–6
gestures, 172–3
initiation of, 143, 144, 146, 147, 197

gun ownership setpoint, 56, 57
religion setpoint, 54

internal spatial divisions, 71–2, 120–1
negotiations, 206, 207
participants

antagonists, 187, 189; see also Weaver
family; Weaver, Randall; Weaver,
Sammy; Weaver, Vicky

on both sides of law, 177
go-betweens, 131
hostages, 189
informants, 32, 190–1
law-enforcement agents, 33, 34, 100,

147, 181, 182
neighbours, 146

perimeter, 104–5, 106–7, 129, 130
property rights, 133–4
Rules of Engagement, 157–9, 161–2
scene clearing, 107
setting of, 114, 115, 116, 164, 165–6
shooting in doorway, 135–6, 167
summary of, 32–4
texts

hybrid texts, 228–9
texts-in-action, 197
Ur-text, 192

and time
duration, 85
past subjunctive, 62–3
routine temporal framework, 71–2
timing of warrant, 68–9

Rules of Engagement, 34, 157–63

sacred space, 109
Sage, Byron, 37, 85, 180, 193
scene clearing, 107
scenes see standoff scenes
Schama, Simon, 114
Scheidt, Bob, 44, 124
Schirmer, Jennifer, 125–6
Schon, Donald A., 222–3
Schwartz, Barry, 9, 216
Schweitzer, LeRoy, 39, 40
search warrants, 67–8, 69, 133
sentimental and bureaucratic discourse,

12
Seven Seals manuscript, 76, 79–80, 197
sexual relations at Waco, 51, 120
shapes of marches, 125–6
sideshadowing, 3, 5
Simmel, Georg, 102
situations, identity of, 140–1
Skurdal, Rodney, 38, 39, 177, 196
sociology, project of, 1–2
Sokol, Moshe, 54–5, 192
sound transgression at Waco, 132
space

binary oppositions in, 97–100
codifications of, 102–3

literal spaces, 103–8
symbolic spaces, 108–13

concept of, 23–6
divided by Tupac Amaru, 24, 98, 121–2
location of negotiations, 205–6
mediation across, 100–2
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space (cont.)
movement across, 124–7

transgression and trespass, 132–4
transit, 128–32

narratives of America
flags, 117–20
inside space, 120–3
outside space, 113–17
prisons and jails, 123–4

reconfiguration, 107–8
see also perimeters

relational approach to, 224–31
spatial bridges, 226–7
stationary and mobile, 101–2
see also standoff scenes

space names, 111–13
spatial displacement, 96–7
speech acts, 200–2
spiritual messages across perimeters, 128–9
spiritual time, 71–4
standard operating procedures, 141, 148–50

see also Rules of Engagement
standoff scenes

clearing, 107
and equipment, 152–7, 173–4
framing of, 163–6
gestures of, 166–75
internal spatial narratives of, 120–3
movement in, out and around, 168–75
see also space

standoff talk, 200–2
see also negotiations

standoffs
as aesthetic emergencies, 233
case summaries

Freemen of Montana, 38–41
MOVE, 29–32
Republic of Texas, 43–5
Ruby Ridge, 32–4
Tupac Amaru, 41–3
Waco, 34–8
Wounded Knee, 26–9

as conflict of meaning, 7–8
cultural setpoints of, 46–9
definition of, 7
as exemplar of contingency, 5–7
genealogical dimensions of, 91–5
initiation of, 82–3, 142–7
as interpretive moments, 18–20
links between, 93–4
narrative genre of, 87
participants in see participants
space in see space
subjunctive applied to, 62
time in see time

stationary, and mobile, 101–2
statutory law, 69–70

Stoller, Robert J., 25
stories, 139
storytelling, 222–3
strategic time, 65
structuralism, 8, 9–11, 15, 17–18, 224
subjunctive, 3–4, 62, 160

of Rules of Engagement, 161–3
surrenders, 216–18
Swans, Bennie, 226
Swett, Daniel, 181
symbolic spaces, 108–13
synchronic, 65, 66, 232
syndecdochy, 139

tactical units, relationship with negotiators,
179–80, 206–7

talk
negotiation talk, 203–13
standoff talk, 200–2

Taylor, Charles, 110
teargas, 85, 154
temporary, compared with permanent, 62
ten-day rule, 21–2, 76, 84, 234
territory

jurisdiction and time-lines, 69–70, 88–9
as setpoint for standoff, 48–9, 57–8
see also place names; property rights

Texas Department of Public Safety, 45
Texas Rangers, 45
texts

hybridity in, 227–9
texts-in-action, 140, 167–8, 197–200
Ur-texts, 140, 191–6
see also documents; warrants

texts-in-action, 140, 167–8, 197–200
textual space, 109–10
theory of situations see pragmatism
threats see ultimatums
time

beginnings, middles and ends, 82–7,
214–19

concept of, 21–3
genealogical dimensions, 91–5
intervals, 77–8
legal time, 67–70
media time, 74–5, 86
metaphysical, spiritual and ritual,

71–4
official time, 75–8
and power, 80–1
relational approach to, 224–31
relationship with action, 61–2, 78
standoff as temporal anomaly, 60–1
standoffs as tedious, 64
temporal bridges, 226
temporary and permanent, 62
types of, 61, 64–7

274 Theorizing the standoff

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-65479-1 - Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action
Robin Wagner-Pacifici
Index
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521654791
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


time frame of standoff, 63–4, 80
time-lines of history, 69–70, 87–91
transgression, 132–4
transit, 128–32
trespass, 132–4
Tupac Amaru members, in prison, 123–4
Tupac Amaru standoff

cultural setpoint of, 47–8
deadlines, 78–9
end of, 217
equipment used, 153, 173–4, 175
exit, 134
flags and banners, 119–20, 168, 217
framing of scene, 164, 165
internal spatial divisions, 24, 98, 121–2
negotiations, 202, 205, 206, 208
objects in and around scene, 174–5
organizational imperatives, 151
participants

antagonists, 185
go-betweens, 131
hostages, 73, 169–70, 188, 190

ritual time frames, 73
setting of, 113, 116–17
summary of, 41–3
symbolic space outside, 110
transit across perimeters, 128, 129, 130,

131, 173–5
Ur-text, 192

Turner, Victor, 126
typology of situation see structuralism

ultimatums, 78, 202
see also deadlines

Unabomber, 99, 109
uncertainty, potential of, 221
undercover agents, 32, 33, 36, 190–1
Ur-texts, 140, 191–6
Urban, Greg, 160
US Marshalls, 28, 33, 179, 207
USA

constructions of `America’, 49–58
as cultural setpoint of standoffs, 46–7
spatial narratives of

flags, 117–20
inside space, 120–3
outside space, 113–17
prisons and jails, 123–4

Valéry, Paul, 233
video cameras, 155–6, 174
Vietnam war, 177
violent endings, 154–5, 218–19

Waco standoff
door, 134, 167
end of, 134, 154–5, 217–18

equipment used, 128, 153, 154–5, 156,
173, 174

family and children setpoints, 52
flags and banners, 119, 167–8
framing of scene, 164
historical time-line, 90
initiation of, 82–3, 143–4

gun ownership setpoint, 57
internal spatial divisions, 120
link with other standoffs, 95
media, 74, 107, 151–2
negotiations, 202, 204, 205, 209, 211
offensive and defensive structures,

99–100
organizational imperatives, 151–2
participants

antagonists, 183, 186; see also Koresh,
David

hostages, 170, 189
law-enforcement agents, 37, 180
negotiators, 180, 183

perimeters, 103, 104, 107
transit across, 128, 129, 130

progress in, 84
property rights, 133
religion setpoint, 54
Rules of Engagement, 157
scene clearing, 107
setting of, 114, 115–16
sound and light transgressions, 132–3
summary of, 34–8
symbolism of place names, 112
texts

hybrid texts, 228
texts-in-action, 197, 200
Ur-texts, 192, 193

and time
conflicting time frames, 72–3, 76
duration, 85
media time, 74
past subjunctive, 62
power of, 81
routine temporal framework, 71
time as a gift, 75, 76, 77
timing of warrant, 69

waiting, 62, 79–82
war

analogies with, 165
and domestic discourse, 12
in Vietnam, 177

warrants
arrest of Weaver, 68–9, 143, 166, 187
timing of, 67–9, 73
and transgression of space, 133, 134–5
as trigger for standoffs, 142–4

weapons see guns
Weaver family, movements of, 127
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