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in the English Revolution

This is a critical re-evaluation of one of the best-known episodes of
crowd action in the English Revolution, in which crowds in their
thousands invaded and plundered the houses of the landed classes.

The so-called Stour Valley riots have become accepted as the
paradigm of class hostility, determining plebeian behaviour within
the Revolution. An exercise in micro-history, the book questions this
dominant reading by trying to understand the interrelated contexts
of local responses to the political and religious counter-revolution of
the 1630s and the confessional politics of the early 1640s. It explains
both the outbreak of popular ‘violence’ and its ultimate containment
in terms of a popular (and Parliamentary) political culture that
legitimised attacks on the political, but not the social order.

In seeking to understand the immediate event, the book advances
a series of arguments of more general importance for the enterprise
of reading crowd actions. As well as being a contribution to the
history of the English Revolution, the book also questions how that
history has been written. Exposing the genealogy of the Stour Valley
riots, the study offers a critical reflection on how the history of the
popular role within the Revolution has been, and might be, con-
structed.

JOHN WALTER is Reader in History and Director of the Local
History Centre, University of Essex
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monographs, they encompass a wide variety of scholarly and original works
primarily concerned with social, economic and cultural changes, and their
causes and consequences. They will appeal to both specialists and non-
specialists and will endeavour to communicate the results of historical and
allied research in the most readable and lively form.
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It being my lot to be fixed in the Town of COLCHESTER, and
finding that it abounds with many curious Materials, which, if
digested, might be of use to present and future generations, I
thought I could not better employ my leisure hours than in
compiling this Book, which I now offer to the Reader.

Philip Morant, The History and Antiquities of the most ancient
Town and Borough of Colchester (1748), Preface.
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