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Rubin, Gayle, 136

Ruether, Rosemary Radford, 15, 35, 215
n10, 215 n11

Rusch, Frederik L., 224 n18, 231 n2
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Turner, James, 7, 22, 26, 61, 62, 63, 123,
148, 225 n26

Tuttleton, James W., 213 n3, 229 nl

Tyler, Elisina, 367, 184

Tyler, William Royall, 9, 37, 65, 185, 226
né

Tyree, Wade, 95, 214 n9

Tyson, Lois, 86

Van Doren, Carl, 112, 229 n1
Van Doren, Mark, 112
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Wagner, Richard, 217 n9
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n24, 217 n6
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Weber, Max, 93, 117
Welter, Barbara, 8, 42, 187
Wershoven, Carol, 130, 146, 204, 227 n13,
228 n20
Westbrook, Perry D., 95
Westermarck, Edward, 15, 168, 217 n5
Wharton, Edith
aesthetic and moral principles, 26-8, 30~
4, 98-9, 1634, 185-7, 194, 206
aesthetic sensibility, 5-6, 21-9, 72-3, 81,
86, 98-101
affair with Fullerton, 12, 17-19, 51-2,
103, 107-8, 118-20, 125, 128, 146,
147, 149, 152
agnosticism, 25, 30, 57, 60-3, 184, 209
allegory and fable, use of, 4-5, 28, 34,
69, 73-8, 85-8, 107, 115~18, 175,
177-8, 182-3, 207
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209-12, 214 n5
“anxious power,” 46
and Apocrypha, 9, 132-3, 145-7
and Atonement, 11-12, 17, 103—4
Augustinian allusion, 3, 4, 38, 191, 194—
202, 205-6, 224 n19
“Awakeners,” 53-7
biblical allusion (see also Bible), 2-3, 6,
13, 28, 49, 69-71, 74, 77-83, 85-8,
94, 104, 130-3, 1457, 223 n7
and Brontg, 109
Calvinist interests and leanings, xi, xii,
3, 7-8, 11-12, 19-20, 35, 38-9, 61—
6, 89-91, 93, 94-107, 187-9, 209—
12
The Age of Innocence, 166, 180-3
Ethan Frome, 89, 107-26, 163, 196
Hudson River Bracketed and The Gods
Anmive, 196, 199-200
Summer, 148, 150-1, 161-2
Catholic interests and leanings, xi, xii, 3,
34-8, 656, 184-208, 212
childhood reading, 23, 26, 43-4, 74, 96,
97, 104, 107, 168
and Christianity, see Wharton, Edith: spe-
cific creeds, religious faith, religious
practice
classicism, xi, 2, 4, 14-17, 25, 36, 39,
104, 117, 168-81, 210-11
convention and morality, xi, 2, 11, 13—
14, 21, 28-9, 36-7, 55-6, 63—4, 98—

105, 129-30, 13447, 163-7, 171-
83, 210-11
critical reception of, x, 7, 456, 501,
The Age of Innocence, 165
Ethan Frome, 109, 125
The Reef, 129-30
and Darwinism, xii, 2, 8-10, 11-12, 18,
20, 27, 41-2, 49, 504, 5661, 64—
73,77, 79-81, 84-5, 89, 103, 108,
117, 122-3, 150-1, 158, 161, 210—
12
Emily Dickinson, compared with, 27, 51,
73
dissatisfaction with women’s roles, 4-5,
8, 12-17, 25, 37-9, 62-3, 76-7,
129-33, 145-7, 151, 161-2, 166—
71, 1904, 209
see also Christianity, female roles
divorce, 3, 189
education, 41-5
Jonathan Edwards, compared with, 109,
112, 121, 211
and George Eliot, 6, 54, 65, 98
T. S. Eliot, compared with, xi, 36, 115,
117, 125, 206-7, 210
Emerson, regard for, 17, 19-20, 23, 147—
8, 1501
Episcopalianism, xii, 8, 35, 38, 103, 194,
209
ethics, 2, 6, 13—-14, 21, 38—40, 59-64,
137-8
and Europe, 22-3, 73, 98, 146, 186, 208
see also Wharton, Edith: France
fairy tale, use of, 234
Ethan Frome, 11718
The Reef, 13840
father, 43—4, 47, 91
female doubles, 130, 132, 144-6, 172-3,
193, 202-5
female friends and mentors, xi, 17-18,
25, 33, 367, 44, 51, 110-11, 149,
163, 164, 168, 184, 185, 186, 189
and female literary tradition, 8-11, 434,
46-7, 54, 73, 77, 98, 125
feminism of, 1, 12-17, 25, 29-30, 37-9,
192-4, 209
The Age of Innocence, 164
Ethan Frome, 111, 125
Hudson River Bracketed and The Gods
Arrive, 207-8
The Reef, 129-34, 1457
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Summer, 160—62
and France, 7, 13, 109, 186, 193—4
see also Wharton, Edith: Europe
and genteel culture, 8-9, 11, 31-5, 40,
65, 209-10
ghost stories, ix, 4, 23, 24, 31, 36, 103,
128
see also specific titles
and Goethe, 18, 38, 199, 215 n13
Hawthorne, compared with, x, 11, 12,
14, 74-6, 85, 86, 105, 10815, 144,
153, 154, 187, 211
Hemingway, compared with, 107, 109,
125-6, 210, 219 n20
incest theme, 97, 155, 158-61
intellectual development of, 8-10, 41-54
irony, use of, 2-3, 40, 69, 76-8, 82-7,
105-6, 149
The Age of Innocence, 104, 169, 176
Ethan Frome, 24, 107-9, 11318
The House of Mirth, 2, 10, 34, 69-70,
768, 838
Hudson River Bracketed and The Gods
Arrive, 199, 200
The Reef, 24
Henry James, compared with, x, 7, 85,
89, 111-12, 211, 221 n10, 222 n20,
230 nl
friendship with James, 45-6, 128, 149,
164
and Left Bank, 13, 125
literary aspirations, 43—4, 46-8, 51, 93-5,
119, 123-4
and Lenox, Massachusetts, 20, 50-1, 110,
149, 168
and male friends and mentors, x, 25-6,
42, 44-6, 50, 61, 111, 127, 128,
146, 149, 1556, 164, 168, 185,
189, 217 n9, 223 n16, 224 n17, 225
n23
see also Wharton, Edith: affair with Ful-
lerton, compared with Henry James,
friendship with James; names
and Manichaeanism, 112, 114, 197-8,
200, 224 n21
marriage to Edward (Teddy) Wharton,
28, 48, 50-1, 102-3, 108, 110, 199
marriage theme, 3, 5, 11, 13-14, 27-8,
47-8, 63—4, 190
The Age of Innocence, 174, 176-80
Ethan Frome, 107-8, 113, 118-21
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The House of Mirth, 78-81, 87
Hudson River Bracketed and The Gods
Arrive, 201-2
The Reef, 139
and matenalism, 2-3, 9-10, 11, 17, 21,
28-9, 31-3, 367, 69-82, 147-8,
1534, 163-5, 210-11
see also Episcopalianism, and upper class
maternal figures, 16, 47, 69, 101-2, 119—
21, 129, 140-1, 144, 194-5, 203-5
and medievalism, 23-5, 27, 30, 39, 206
and modernism, 7, 24, 40, 51-2, 197,
210
Ethan Frome, 4, 12, 24, 89, 107-9,
113-18, 122-6
The House of Mirth, 73, 83-5
moral absolutism, xti, 17-21, 2631, 36,
40, 57-66, 70-3, 77, 94-5, 100-5,
156-7, 1634, 167-77, 190, 209-12
see also Platonic idealism
moral relativism, 9, 137-8
moral or religious themes, x-xii, 2-6, 13—
14, 38—40, 100-1, 103, 210-12
see also discussions of specific novels
“moral tortures,” 26, 98—103, 108, 118,
124
mother of, 43—4, 47, 90-1, 99-103, 119~
21
narrative technique, 49
The Age of Innocence, 166—73
Ethan Frome, 108-9, 117, 122-6
The House of Mirth, 69-88
Hudson River Bracketed and The Gods
Arrive, 195-7
The Reef, 129-34, 137-8, 145-7
Summer, 147-55
and naturalism, 64—66
The House of Mirth, 6772
Summer, 150-1, 155, 161
nature in fiction of, 25
Ethan Frome, 109—-12, 115-16, 121
The House of Mirth, 20, 29
Hudson River Bracketed and The Gods
Arive, 2056
Summer, 150—4
and New England, 107-12, 116-18, 122,
150
and Nietzsche, 17-20, 147, 218 n9
non-Christian values, 12-20, 33-5, 127—-
8, 145-52, 161-70
novelist of manners, x, 1-2, 7
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Wharton, Edith (cont.)
Oedipal plots, 129, 1336, 155
Old Testament outlook, 4, 11-12, 103—
5, 107-8
philosophical reading, xi, 31—4, 3941,
52-5, 131-2, 147-8, 168-9, 218 n9,
219 n18
Platonic idealism, xii, 12, 18, 31, 33-6,
39, 48, 55, 64, 196, 212
The Age of Innocence, 334, 126, 162-5,
167-93
The House of Mirth, 79-81,
Summer, 160-2
see also Wharton, Edith: classicism, ro-
manticism, transcendentalism
psychology, attitude toward, 21, 53
and rationalism, 24, 37-9, 41-2, 51-5,
63, 123—4, 189-90, 209-10
rapport with readers, ix-x, 6, 125
and realism, 1, 7, 11, 17, 21, 83, 108-9,
122-3, 154-8, 164, 178, 197, 209-
11
and religious erotic, 96-7
religious faith, xi-xii, 9-17, 215, 3440,
626, 89, 95-104, 184-91, 98, 209—
12
see also Wharton, Edith: agnosticism
religious practice, 7, 37, 90-6, 185-90,
194
religious reading, xi, 7-11, 3944, 55-6,
65, 74, 95-7, 104, 131-2, 185
romantic love themes, 3, 13-14, 20, 24,
30, 34, 68-9, 77-87, 94, 101, 113—
21, 128-9, 13445, 149-55, 167
83, 192, 201-8
and romanticism, 17-20, 53, 206, 209-11
The Age of Innocence, 178
Ethan Frome, 108-9, 112-18
Summer, 148-50, 150-5, 163
see also Wharton, Edith: transcenden-
talism
scientific reading, xi, 18, 9-10, 41-5, 50,
567
sentimentality inherited and criticized,
ix—x, 7-12, 28, 424, 48-53, 112,
138
The House of Mirth, 10, 69, 83-5
sermon writing, 11
stoicism, 63, 215 n15
and technology, 21, 40, 224 n20

theory of fiction, x, 5-6, 26, 69, 164,
197, 208

and transcendentalism, xi, 17-20, 39—40,
52-3, 60, 109, 147-54, 198-9, 209—
11

see also Wharton, Edith: classicism, Pla-

tonic idealism, romanticism

and Walt Whitman, 7, 17, 19-20, 23,
147-52, 154-61

and World War I, 36, 106, 149-50, 163—
4, 166

Nonfiction

A Backward Glance, 6, 7, 20, 21, 22, 23,
31, 39, 40, 41, 43, 44-5, 47-8,
50, 51, 54, 55, 56, 65, 72, 77, 87,
88, 89, 90-3, 95, 96, 100, 104,
108, 110, 112, 118, 119, 125,
132, 148-9, 150, 163, 164-5,
168, 185, 216 n23, 219 n21, 221
ni6, 223 n14, 224 n17

commonplace book, ix

“The Criticism of Fiction,” x

The Decoration of Houses, 20, 217 n2

“Fiction and Criticism,” 5

French Ways and Their Meaning, 111, 127,
230 n3

“A Further Glance,” 62, 149

In Morocco, 127, 166

Italian Backgrounds, 217 n2

Italian Villas and Their Gardens, 20, 185,
217 n2

“Life and 1,” 26, 43, 44, 55, 73, 91, 96—
7, 98-104, 119, 127, 215 nl6

“A Little Girl’'s New York,” 7, 103, 222
n2, 223 n8

A Motor-Flight through France, 26

“Permanent Values in Fiction,” 5

“A Reconsideration of Proust,” 1

“The Vice of Reading,” x

The Whiting of Fiction, 5, 26, 164

Novels and Novellas
The Age of Innocence, xii, 96, 127, 210,
219 n20
and aesthetics, 22, 26, 163—4
and allegory of the cave, 175, 177-8,
182-3
and anthropology, 166—7
Archer’s quest for truth, 171-82
as autobiography, 183
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conventionality, 16, 31, 91, 100, 144,
165-7, 171-81
discussion of, 163-93
Ellen and May compared, 172-3, 177-
8, 204
Ellen as embodiment of truth, 34, 101,
166, 169-83, 203
erotic love in, 167-9, 173-83
irony in, 169, 176
and jeremiad, 2, 104, 165
matriarchal remnants in, 16—17
and Platonic idealism, 4, 33—4, 126,
162-5, 167-93
Platonic love in, 178-83
puritanism in, 34, 64-6, 178-83, 214
n9
as reminiscence, 165—6
as satire, 2, 165—6
The Buccaneers, 194
The Children, 97, 155
The Custom of the Country
as jeremiad, 4, 127
materialism in, 21, 32, 147
puritanism in, 214 n9
Ethan Frome, xii, 2, 3, 23, 51, 68, 102
as allegory, 4, 107, 115-18, 223 n13
as autobiography, 107-11, 118-20,
122-6
and Calvinism, 4, 12, 89, 107-26, 163,
196
classical imagery in, 24, 117
and Darwinism, 89, 108, 117, 122-3
discussion of, 107-26
as fairy tale, 24, 117-18
irony in, 24, 107-9, 113-18
modernism in, 108-9, 113-18, 1226
narrative technique, 108-9, 117, 122—
6
nature in, 109-12, 155-6, 121
realism in, 108-10, 122-3
The Reef, compared with, 128
romanticism in, 108-9, 122-5
The Scarlet Letter, compared with, 12,
108, 112-15
Summer, compared with, 150
thwarted passion, 113-14, 11620
as tragedy, 115-17
The Fruit of the Tree, 10-11, 101, 109,
196, 223 n7
Glimpses of the Moon, 33
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The Gods Amive, 100

Augustinian allusion, 3, 4, 38, 191,
194-202, 205-6, 224 n19

and Calvinism, 196, 199-200, 203

and Catholicism, 38, 126, 191, 201,
230 n8

discussion of, 194-208

female service in, 38, 191-5, 202-7,
230 n8

gender relations in, 16, 38, 195-6,
201-8

Halo and Floss as doubles, 193, 202

Halo as unrealized heroine, 16, 191,
195, 202-7

history and tradition in, 32, 196-8,
200, 207

irony in, 199, 200

mixed tone in, 194, 207-8

as satire, 195, 197-8, 2067

source in “Literature,” 223 n8

submission of will in, 191, 198, 203-8

transcendentalism in, 3, 199-200

Vance’s quest, 16, 38, 195-202, 205-8

The House of Mirth, xii, 51, 100, 102,

109, 163, 215 n15, 226 n8
aestheticism in, 29-30, 72-3, 81, 86
as Christian allegory, 3, 4, 71-88
and Darwinism, 10—11, 58, 6772, 79—

81, 84-5, 87, 210
discussion of, 67-88
Ecclesiastes, allusion to, 2, 6, 6970,

74, 77-8, 83, 87-8, 223 n7
female sacrifice in, 10-11, 80-5, 202,

203
idealism in, 69, 72-3, 78~9, 85-8
idealized love in, 2, 78-81, 84-6
irony in, 2, 10, 34, 69-70, 76-8, 83-8
Lily’s moral qualities, 26, 71-3, 76,

101, 203, 218 n10
and materialism, 21, 29, 34, 69-75,

79-82, 847
Matthew, allusion to, 2, 71, 77-8
modermism in, 10, 73, 83-5
narrative technique, 6988
naturalism in, 6772
nature in, 20, 29
Proverbs, allusion to, 87-8
“Republic of the Spirit,” 34, 75, 79—

81, 86
romantic love in, 24, 69, 79-81, 84-5
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‘Wharton, Edith (cont.)
and sentimentality, 10, 69, 83-5
Song of Songs, allusion to, 2, 69, 77—
83, 867
and spiritual pilgrimage, 10, 69, 737,
86
as tragedy, 69, 72
Hudson River Bracketed, xii, 223 n8
discussion of, see The Gods Arrive
“Literature” (ms.), 223 n8
The Mother's Recompense, 16, 51, 226 n7
New Year’s Day, 3, 187-8
The Reef, xii, 51, 100, 101, 127
Anna and Darrow compared, 130,
137-8, 141-2, 204
Anna and Sophy compared, 130, 144—
6
as autobiography, 128-9, 146
betrayal in, 128, 139, 140
class relations in, 129, 136-7, 140-2,
1456
double sexual standards in, 129, 133~
43, 146-7
Ethan Frome, compared with, 128
as fairy tale, 24, 138-40
irony in, 141, 144-5
meaning of title, 143-5
narrative technique, 129-34, 137-8,
145-7
Oedipal plot, 129, 1336, 155
and romantic fantasy, 138—40, 1434
Sophia, allusion to, 4, 17, 126, 1304,
142-7, 161, 163
Sanctuary, 5, 33, 100, 202, 222 n5
A Son at the Front, 106
The Spark, 149
Summer, xii, 2, 23, 101, 102, 112, 127
American independence as theme,
153-5
and Calvinism, 3, 20, 148, 150-1,
161-2
and Darwinism, 20, 150-1, 155, 158,
161
discussion of, 14762
Emersonian transcendentalism in, 17,
20, 148, 150-5, 163
Ethan Frome, compared with, 150
“the good,” 20, 156-9
and human sympathy, 154, 160
incest theme, 97, 155, 158-61

narrative technique, 147-55
nature in, 150—4
realism in, 17, 20, 154-8, 160-2
romantic love in, 20, 149-55
romanticism in, 17, 126, 150-5, 158
Royall as Whitman-like hero, 155-6
tragic elements in, 150, 158
Whitman’s poetry, compared with, 17,
20, 148-52, 154-61
The Touchstone, 47, 100, 215 n15, 225
n22, 226 n8
Tuwilight Sleep, 102
puritanism in, 35, 1067, 203, 214 n9
religious fads in, 35, 106
The Valley of Dedsion, 2, 3, 30, 41, 100,
185, 189-90, 218 n10, 219 n19,
223 n7

Poetry

Artemis to Actaeon and Other Verse, 216
nl7

“Chartres,” 30

“The First Year [All Souls” Day},” 105

“Life,” 228 n17

“Margaret of Cortona,” 3, 216 n17

“Pomegranate Seed,” 105

“Terminus,” 152

Tales

“After Holbein,” 4

“Afterward,” 226 n2

“The Angel at the Grave,” 2, 52-3

“April Showers,” 214 n8

“Beatrice Palmato,” 97, 155

“The Best Man,” 3

“The Blond Beast,” 3—4

“The Bolted Door,” 105

“A Bottle of Perrier” (originally “A Bot-
tle of Evian™), 31, 214 n8

“Bunner Sisters,” 3, 23, 68, 104-5, 192

“A Coward,” 105

“Confession,” 2

“The Confessional,” 2, 191-2

“Copy” (originally “Copy: A Dialogue™),
30

Crucial Instances, 2

“A Cup of Cold Water,” 105

“The Daunt Diana,” 22

“The Descent of Man,” 3, 48, 59—60

The Descent of Man, and Other Stories, 2
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“Dieu d’Amour,” 24

“The Duchess at Prayer,” 2, 96, 192

“Expiation,” 2, 3, 94-5

“The Eyes,” 31

“Friends,” 214 n8

“The Fullness of Life,” 4, 27

Ghosts, 24

see also Wharton, Edith: ghost stories

The Greater Inclination, 2, 50

“The Hermit and the Wild Woman,” 3,
24-5, 96, 206

“In Trust,” 28

“Kerfol,” 3

“The Lady’s Maid’s Bell,” 3

“The Lamp of Psyche,” 60, 229 n6

“The Last Asset,” 219 n18

“The Letters,” 226 n8

“The Line of Least Resistance,” 62, 94

“The Long Run,” 226 n3

“The Mission of Jane,” 47-8, 50

“The Muse’s Tragedy,” 29-30

“The Pelican,” 49, 59

“Pomegranate Seed,” 220 n6, 225 n25,
227 n8

“The Portrait,” 26

“The Potboiler,” 3, 28

“The Pretext,” 3, 111

“The Quicksand,” 26, 67

“The Reckoning,” 59, 63—4

“Roman Fever,” 20

“The Seed of the Faith,” 2, 4

“Souls Belated,” 3, 13, 45, 934, 216
n26, 218 n10, 229 n6

“That Good May Come,” 2, 13, 94, 223
n7
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“The Twilight of the God,” 2

“The Valley of Childish Things, and
Other Emblems,” 4

“A Venetian Night’s Entertainment,”
187

“The Verdict,” 3, 28

“Xingu,” 4, 217 n8

Xingu and Other Stories, 127

Wharton, Edward (Teddy), 28, 48, 50,
102-3, 108, 119
White, Barbara A., xii
Whitman, Walt, 7, 23, 60
in Summer, 17, 20, 148-52, 154-61
Wilcox, Ella Wheeler, 35
Wilde, Alan, 85
Wilde, Oscar, 22
Wilson, Augusta Evans, 214 n7
Wilson, Edmund, 45, 214 n9, 229 nl
Winner, Viola Hopkins, 217 n3
Winters, Yvor, 224 n19
Winthrop, Egerton, 44, 164
Winthrop, John, 153
Wisdom literature, 17, 87-8, 104, 130-3,
145-7
see also Bible, Sophia
Wolff, Cynthia Griffin, ix, 3, 4, 81, 86,
101, 120, 129, 130, 151, 216 n19,
217 n6, 220 n4, 223 n12, 225 n27,
227 n12, 228 n16, 228 n23, 229 nl,
230 n5
women’s rights, 13, 1934, 216 n18
see also Wharton, Edith: feminism

Zola, Emile, 65
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