
A HISTORY OF SAUDI ARABIA

At the beginning of the twenty-first century Saudi Arabia is a
wealthy and powerful country which wields influence in the West
and across the Islamic world. Yet it remains a closed and enig-
matic society. Its history in the twentieth century is dominated by
the story of state formation and nation building. After the First
World War and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, cAbd al-cAziz
al-Sacud, known as Ibn Sacud, fought a long and arduous cam-
paign to bring together a disparate, tribal people from four corners
of the Arabian peninsula. In 1932 the kingdom of Saudi Arabia
was born. Drawing on historical and anthropological skills, Madawi
Al-Rasheed traces its extraordinary history from the age of emirates
in the nineteenth century, to the Gulf War of the 1990s and, recently,
to the celebrations of 100 years of unity. She fuses chronology with
analysis, personal experience with oral histories, and draws on a
plethora of local and foreign documents to enhance the narrative
and to shed light on the social and cultural life of the Sacudis. This
is a rich and rewarding book which will be invaluable to students,
journalists, policymakers, and to all those trying to understand the
enigma of Saudi Arabia.

M A D A W I A L-R A S H E E D is Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology
at King’s College, University of London. Her publications include
Politics in an Arabian Oasis (1991) and Iraqi Assyrian Christians in London
(1998).
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Map 1. Saudi Arabia, main regions and cities. Source: F. Clements, Saudi Arabia, World
Bibliographical Series (Oxford: Clio Press, 1979; reprinted 1988). Courtesy of Clio Press.
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Map 2. Saudi Arabia, main tribes. Source: D. Schofield and R. Kemp, The Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (London: Stacey International, 1990). Courtesy of Stacey International.
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