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The reign of King Baldwin IV of Jerusalem (1174—85) has
traditionally been seen as a period of decline when, because of
the king’s illness, power came to be held by unsuitable men who
made the wrong policy decisions. Notably, they ignored the
advice of Raymond of Tripoli and attacked Saladin, who was
prepared to keep peace with the Franks while uniting the
Islamic Near East under his rule.

This book challenges that view, arguing that peace with
Saladin was not a viable option for the Franks; that the young
king, despite suffering from lepromatous leprosy (the most
deadly form of the disease), was an excellent battle leader who
strove with some success to frustrate Saladin’s imperial ambi-
tions; that Baldwin had to remain king in order to hold factions
in check; but that the society over which he presided was,
contrary to what is often said, vigorous and self-confident.

BERNARD HAMILTON is Emeritus Professor of Crusading
History, University of Nottingham.
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Baldwin IV topples a Muslim opponent at the battle of Mont Gisard.
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Glossary

Aman A safe-conduct issued by a Muslim ruler.

Atabeg In the Seljuk Empire the governor of a province for a
prince who was a minor. The title was also assumed by the rulers of
some states following the break-up of the Seljuk Empire in the
twelfth century.

Cathena The word means chain and refers to the chain placed
across the entrance to the harbours in the Crusader States in the
twelfth century to exclude enemy shipping. By association it came to
mean the port authority acting on behalf of the crown.

Diwan In Muslim societies a department of the central govern-
ment.

Fidais Members of the Order of Assassins (the Nizarite Ismailis),
noted for their religious dedication, who were trained to carry out

assassinations at the command of their superiors.

Haj The pilgrimage to Mecca, incumbent once in a lifetime on all
Muslims with the means to perform it.

Iqta A grant by Muslim rulers of revenue from and sometimes
also jurisdiction over estates, in return for service (often in return for
military service).

Jihad The holy war against unbelievers enjoined on Muslims.

Mamluks  The professional warriors who formed part of the

XXIV
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Glossary XXV

Islamic armies in the twelfth century, and who were recruited from
white slaves, normally of Turkish or Caucasian origin.

Maphrian In the Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) Church the bishop

who ranks second in dignity after the Patriarch.
Qadi  An Islamic judge.

Rais In the Crusader Kingdom the non-IFrankish headman of a
village community.

Suq The covered market of a Near Eastern city: a bazaar.

Ulema  The collective term for men learned in religious disci-
plines, including law, in an Islamic state.

Wadi A river-bed that is dry except in the rainy season.
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