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nineteenth-century German identity in turn became those
of the divided Germany between 1945 and 1989. The
identity he describes derives from the ideas of German
intellectuals, from the uprooted Romantic poets to the
influential German mandarins. Carried by the emerging
bourgeoisie, it was constructed on the tensions between
power and spirit, money and culture, and the sacred and
profane. It also took four distinct forms: the nation as the
invisible public of Enlightenment patriotism, the nation
as the Romantics’ aesthetic holy grail, the Left Hegelian
nation at the barricades of democracy, and the nation as
an extension of the Prussian state.

BERNHARD GIESEN is Professor of Sociology at
Justus-Liebig University, GieBen, in Germany. He has
held visiting positions at the European University Insti-
tute, Florence, Italy, and at the University of Chicago,
New York University, and the University of California,
Los Angeles. He has published several books of social
theory, including, with J. Alexander, R. Miinch and N.
Smelser (eds.), The Micro—Macro Link (1987).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

Intellectuals and the German Nation

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Cultural Social Studies

Series editors: JEFFREY C. ALEXANDER, Department of Sociology,
University of California, Los Angeles, and STEVEN SEIDMAN, Department
of Sociology, University at Albany, State University of New York.

Titles in the series

ILANA FRIEDRICH SILBER, Virtuosity, charisma, and social order

LINDA NICHOLSON AND STEVEN SEIDMAN (eds.), Social
postmodernism

WILLIAM BOGARD, The simulation of surveillance

SUZANNE R. KIRSCHNER, The religious and Romantic origins of
psychoanalysis

PAUL LICHTERMAN, The search for political community

ROGER FRIEDLAND AND RICHARD HECHT, To rule Jerusalem

KENNETH H. TUCKER, French revolutionary syndicalism and the public
sphere

ERIK RINGMAR, Identity, interest and action

ALBERTO MELUCCI, The playing self

ALBERTO MELUCCI, Challenging codes

SARAH M. CORSE, Nationalism and literature

DARNELL M. HUNT, Screening the Los Angeles “riots”

LYNETTE P. SPILLMAN, Nation and commemoration

MICHAEL MULKAY, The embryo research debate

LYNN RAPAPORT, Jews in Germany after the Holocaust

CHANDRA MUKERIJI, Territorial ambitions and the gardens of Versailles

LEON H. MAYHEW, The New Public

VERA L. ZOLBERG AND JONI M. CHERBO (eds.), Outsider art

SCOTT BRAVMANN, Queer fictions of the past

STEVEN SEIDMAN, Difference troubles

RON EYERMAN AND ANDREW JAMISON, Music and social movements

MEYDA YEGENOGLU, Colonial fantasies

LAURA DESFOR EDLES, Symbol and ritual in the new Spain

NINA ELIASOPH, Avoiding politics

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

Intellectuals and the
German Nation

Collective Identity in an Axial Age

Bernhard Giesen
Translated by Nicholas Levis and Amos Weisz

5 CAMBRIDGE

¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521639965

Originally published in German as Die Intellektuellen und die Nation
by Suhrkamp Verlag 1993
© Suhrkamp Verlag Frankfurt am Main 1993

First published in English by Cambridge University Press 1998 as
Intellectuals and the German Nation

English translation © Cambridge University Press 1998

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Giesen, Bernhard, 1948—

[Die Intellektuellen und die Nation. English]

Intellectuals and the German nation: collective identity in an
axial age / Bernhard Giesen: translated by Nicholas Levis.

p- cm. - (Cambridge cultural social studies)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0 521 62161 5 (hardback); 0 521 63996 4 (paperback)

1. Intellectuals - Germany - History - 19th century.
2. Intellectuals - Germany - History - 20th century. 3. Nationalism -
Germany - History — 19th century. 4. Nationalism — Germany —
History - 20th century. 5. Germany - Historiography. 6. Germany —
History - 1945-1990. 7. Philosophy - History. 8. Hegel, Georg
Wilhelm Friedrich, 1770-1831. L Title. II. Series.
DD204.G5413 1998
320.54'0943-dc21  97-27897 CIP

ISBN 978-0-521-62161-8 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-63996-5 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate
or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age

Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Preface page ix
Introduction: the nation in social science and history 1
1 The construction of collective identity: proposal for a new
analysis 11
2 Prelude: the encounter with otherness 51
The nation as invisible public: the patriotic code 62
4 The nation as Holy Grail of the intellectuals: the transcendental
code of Romanticism 80
5 The people on the barricades: the democratic code 103

6 The nation-state up to the founding of empire: the code of
Realpolitik 123

7 The national identity of the Germans: attempt at a conclusion 142

Epilogue: German identity between 1945 and 1990 145
Notes 164
Bibliography 213
Index 242

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521639965
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-63996-5 - Intellectuals and the German Nation: Collective Identity in an Axial Age
Bernhard Giesen

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

Anyone who writes a study on intellectuals and the nation, and therein
treats the intellectuals as the inventors of German identity, is necessarily
referring to himself in several ways. For all the efforts at distance and
abstraction, the presentation of the historical material herein is inescapably
determined, much like the general theoretical considerations on the rela-
tionship of intellectuals to national identity, by contemporary perspectives
of more recent history, and by the self-understanding of German intellec-
tuals in the present day. It is possible to reflexively compensate for such
perspectivity, but it cannot be avoided entirely.

The present work arose in the course of a research project on “National
and Cultural Identity as a Problem of Early Modern and Modern Europe”
at the University of GieBen. I am especially indebted to my assistants,
Christian Kritschgau and Kay Junge, for the difficult work of evaluating
historical sources, and for their criticism and wealth of bibliographical rec-
ommendations. The manuscript would never have been completed so
quickly without them. Many friends and colleagues contributed to this
book’s deliberations directly through criticisms and suggestions. This
applies especially to Shmuel N. Eisenstadt, whose idea of an “Axial Age”
exercised decisive influence upon this study, and who read, and critically
evaluated, large sections of the manuscript — as did Helmut Berding, Jorg
R. Bergmann, Giinther Oesterle and Wolfgang L. Schneider. For extensive
discussions on the theses of this study, and for a large number of critical
suggestions, I would like furthermore to thank Jeffrey C. Alexander,
Reinhard Bendix, Randall Collins, Klaus Eder, Harold Garfinkel, Reimer
Gronemeyer, Karl Otto Hondrich, Klaus Kroger, Claus Leggewie, Ivan
Szelény, Johannes Weill and Conrad Wiedemann.

Finally, I am grateful to all the members of the research team in GieB3en,
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x Preface

especially P. Fuchs and S. Ruwisch for their criticism and specific analyses,
and D. Schimmel, G. Barr, and L. Karschies for their help in the technical
preparation of the manuscript.

This translation is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation
and of Inter Nationes, Germany.
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