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To the student

Who is this book for?

Vocabulary in Use – Intermediate is designed to help learners at this level to
improve their English vocabulary. The book teaches not only new vocabulary, but
also strategies for learning vocabulary that you can use after you have completed
the book.

How is the book organized?

The book has 100 two-page units. The left-hand page explains new words and
expressions (most units contain approximately 25 new words or phrases), and the
right-hand page gives you a chance to check your understanding through a series
of exercises that practice the new vocabulary. In a few units, e.g., Units 19 and
67, the right-hand page also includes a few new words and phrases that are not
explained on the left-hand page.

The Index at the back of the book lists all the new words and phrases introduced
in the book and refers you to the unit or units where these words appear. The
Index also includes phonemic transcriptions for all words. A key to the symbols is
on page 204, and page 205, “Pronunciation Problems,” gives you special help
with the pronunciation of approximately 200 words that present particular
problems for many learners of English. Some words or phrases in the book may
be pronounced in different ways by different English speakers. However, because
of space limitations, only one pronunciation, used by speakers of the most
common varieties of North American English, is transcribed in most cases.

The left-hand page

The left-hand page introduces the new vocabulary for each topic or area of
language. First of all, the vocabulary is divided into a number of sections (A, B,
C, etc.) with simple, clear titles; and then within each section, new words and
phrases are usually printed in bold type and explained using a number of different
techniques:

• A short definition. The definition follows directly after the word, or comes at
the end of the phrase or sentence. It is in brackets: e.g., unemployed [without a
job]; make up your mind [make a decision].

• A short explanation. This is a complete sentence that often includes the new
word: e.g., effective – If something is effective, it works well and produces good
results.

• A synonym or opposite: e.g., sad [unhappy]; dirty [≠ clean].
• A situation. Some words are difficult to define, and it is easier to see their

meaning within a context. The following is from a text about a car accident:
“Both drivers were badly injured and both cars were very badly damaged.”

• A picture or diagram. This seems the obvious way to explain a large number of
concrete nouns and verbs, e.g.:

a carrot Go straight and then turn left.

1
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• Sentence examples. These show the words in context in order to illustrate their
meaning and their special grammatical features.

My girlfriend gets jealous when I talk to other girls.
The plane appeared in the sky, then suddenly disappeared behind a cloud.
He can’t get along with [have a good relationship with] his parents. (v. +

adv. + prep.)
The teams are tied 2–2. (not are tying)

Other ways of presenting the material include:

• Labels, such as formal and informal: e.g., commence (formal); kids (informal).
• A slash (/). This is often used to show that two words or phrases have similar

meanings, e.g., afraid of / frightened of. Sometimes slashes are used to show
alternative words or phrases that could be used in the same position in a
sentence, although they don’t mean the same thing, e.g., Have a nice
day/evening/weekend. [to say good-bye]

• Finally, a big effort has been made to introduce new words alongside other
words that often appear with them (this is called “collocation”): e.g., miss the
bus; a strong accent; the car broke down; fasten your seat belt; go on vacation;
to some extent; etc.

The right-hand page

The right-hand page contains the exercises to practice the new vocabulary
presented on the left-hand page. In general, the first exercise practices the form of
some of the new words, and then additional exercises focus on the meaning. In
most units, there is at least one exercise that gives learners a chance to think
about and practice new vocabulary in relation to their own lives, and/or a task
that invites learners to do something with the vocabulary outside of the book
(e.g., exercises 12.4, 15.4). In every unit, there is a range of exercise types to help
maintain your interest.

Using the book

The first six units (or first seven units if you go to an English class) teach you
some important vocabulary, but they also help you with useful ideas and
techniques for vocabulary learning. Do these units first, and then work through
the book, studying the units that interest you. Try to review the units you have
covered on a regular basis; for example, if you study three units a week, try to
review the three units at the end of the week, or every two weeks. When you
review, try to make the words and expressions active, by using them in your own
sentences. Be on the lookout for words you have studied, and note whenever you
meet them.

What else do I need in order to work with this book?

You will need a vocabulary notebook or file where you can write the new words
you are learning. (See Unit 2 for advice on how to do this.)

You will need at least one dictionary, if possible two: an English-English
dictionary, preferably a learner’s dictionary specifically for students whose first
language is not English, and a bilingual dictionary as well. (See Units 3 and 4 for
advice on using dictionaries.)

2
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3

Summary of abbreviations and symbols used in the book

n. noun
v. verb
adj. adjective
adv. adverb
prep. preposition

pl. word only used in the plural

s.o. someone
sth. something

e.g. for example
i.e. that is to say; in other words
etc. and so on

(U) uncountable word
(C) countable word

≠ opposite

[not I lost the bus] indicates that a word or an expression is wrong
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