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abandoned children. use of, 41-42
See children, abandoned; mothers, see also Poor Laws (England); poor
abandoning infants relief
abortion, 52-54, 60, 157, 234 Charity Association (Caritasverband), 218
as a crime, 191 Charity Organization Society (COS), 221,
see also contraception 238
accidents. charivari, 97-99
See work, accidents Chartist movement (England), 112, 142
adoption, 161 childbirth
almshouse, 236 ex-nuptial, 65, 77
“angel in the house,” 64-65 maternity hospitals, 48
Association for the Further Education and medical assistance for, 216
Intellectual Exercise of Working midwives, 48
Women (Berlin) 184 mortality in, 47
spacing of children, 50
baby farms, 46 childrearing, 157-160, 213
begging, 25, 26, 72, 73, 98, 189 and hygiene, 158
Besant, Annie, 60 see also mothers, childrearing
birth control. children
See contraception; fertility, decline abandoned, 10, 25,46-47,53,54,72-73,
Booth, William, 115 207-209, 229-233
Bourdieu, Pierre, 5, 8, 14, 15, 162 adoption, 161
Bouvier, Jeanne, 145 child labor, 60, 77, 88, 90, 94, 134
braccianti, 72 community care of, 156157,
Bradlaugh, Charles, 60 160-161, 228
breadwinner, male, 110-114, 148, 198 curtailing of infant abandonment,
211-212, 232
cahiers de doléances (lists of grievances, ex-nuptial, 34, 46, 63, 207
France), 27 and poor relief, 204, 206, 207
Catherine the Great (Russia), 208 institutions for wayward girls, 206
Chadwick, Edwin, 165, 169, 174 “morally” abandoned, 216
charity, 205, 218 orphans, 38, 220
for “deserving poor,” 38, 40, 197-200 and property, 77
for mothers and children, 199, 206 protection of, 211-218
municipal, 38 “rescue of,” 206
for prostitutes, 220 Children’s Act (Great Britain) (1908), 213
religious cholera, 173, 177-178
becoming more secular, 220 see also disease
Catholic and Protestant, 6, 38,39, 199,  cigarette makers (Spain), 142
205, 206 citizenship, 9, 33, 43, 164, 240-241
Jewish, 199, 220 climate of calamities, 5, 22, 44-45, 83, 96,
in shaping morality, 200 100, 113, 150, 164, 242
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and abandoning infants, 230
and charity, 220
rural, 74, 100-102
cohabitation (consensual unions), 15, 156
community connections, 6, 2627, 56,
7577, 80-82
breakdown of, 198
in caring for children, 156-157, 160-161
in cities, 162-164
communication networks, 164
in courtship and marriage, 156
and crime, 97-100
in finding work, 119, 128, 150, 152
and kin, 80-82
in migration, 102
neighbors, 6, 162-164
and poor relief, 223, 225-228, 233
self-regulation, 163—164
women’s roles in, 162
Contagious Diseases Acts (Great Britain),
178, 193
contraception (birth control), 51-54, 58,
59-61
abortion, 52-54, 59, 60, 157, 234
abstinence, 50-51, 59
cottus interruptus, 51, 59
condoms, 52
cultural attitudes toward, 61-62
lack of, 49, 51
spacing of children, 50, 77
vaginal sponge, 52
cottage crafts (domestic industry), 20-21,
22,77, 86
see also work, cottage industries/crafts
coverture, 37
crime, 25-26, 39, 97-100
rural
begging, 98
brigandage, 98-99

community sanctions (popular justice),

97-99
see also charivar
gender differences in, 99
poaching and theft, 97
pogroms (in Russia), 99
vagrants, thieves, smugglers, 25-26
urban, 187
domestic violence, 190
Cross Act (The Artisans’ and Labourers’
Dwellings Improvement Act) (Great
Britain) (1875), 175
culture of expediencies
abandoning children, 229
and crime, 97
defined, 14-16

263

in early industrialization, 22

in family limitation, 62

in housing, 169

infant care, 45

and migration, 104

in rural life, 107

and urban families, 155, 156, 160

using poor relief, charity, and welfare,
41-42, 223-228, 229, 238

and work, 141, 150

“dangerous classes,” 114, 189
Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen,
28
see also French Revolution
Declaration of the Rights of Woman, 28
depression of 1880s, 60, 74, 101, 219
deserving poor, 38, 40
and charity, 197-200
related to gender roles, 198
disease
child mortality, 47
cholera, 173, 177-178
mortality from, 44
and poverty, 44-45, 177-180
reproductive and gynecological, 179
tuberculosis (consumption), 48, 178
typhus and typhoid, 177
venereal, 178, 193
Disraeli, Benjamin (Sybil, Or, The Two
Nations), 155, 175
divorce, 34, 36, 156
doctors, 43, 47, 60, 179, 213, 227
domestic servants, 25, 45, 7273, 90-91,
104, 118-122
duties, 120
finding work, 119
housing of, 168
Douglas, Mary, 158
dvor (Russia), 78

education, 95-96, 180-184
charity schools, 95-96, 182
in France, 183
in Germany, 183
in Great Britain, 182
“ragged schools,” 181-182
religious, 95, 96
in Russia, 184
Sunday schools, 180, 184

Ehrenreich, Barbara, 242

elderly, 81, 97, 235-237
in poorhouses, 41, 204
welfare for, 219, 225-236

see also widows and widowers
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Engels, Friedrich, 73

exchange and reciprocity, 6—7, 26, 160
in charity and welfare, 197, 223, 233
in rural families, 80, 84-86
in sex work, 147
for single mothers, 157

family economy, 21, 22, 23-24, 85, 86,
88-90, 110, 131-132
family formation, 2324, 77-80, 155
by adoption, 160
broken and blended, 77, 160
co-resident, 23
extended, 26, 77-80
gender roles in, 239
honor and, 81
multi- and trans-generational (stem), 24,
78, 78-79
nuclear, 77
patriarchal (in law), 35
responsibility for members, 235
in Russia and eastern Europe (as different
from the West), 82—-84, 90
and urbanization, 155
see also community connections;
elderly; households; mothers
family planning.
See contraception
famine, 25, 100-102
and agricultural depression, 101
potato famine (Ireland), 101
in Russia, 75, 219
see also depression of 1880s
fathers, 35, 232
in ex-nuptial births, 57, 91
paternity suits, 33, 36
fertility
cultural attitudes in family planning,
61-62
decline, 43, 58-62
and diet, 55
ex-nuptial (illegitimate), 77
family limitation, 59-61
increase, 43, 49-51
“floating population,” 25-26
food (diets of the poor), 100
Foucault, Michel, 13, 64
foundling institutions, 46, 207
decline in admissions, 212
turning-cradles, 208, 233
closing of, 211-212
Frederick the Great (Prussia), 38
Frégier, H.-A., 165
French Revolution, 28-31
and poor relief, 38

Women’s march on Versailles, 29

Ganze Haus (Germany), 78
gender, 1, 4, 7-9, 152
and authority, 6, 84-86
and citizenship, 9, 33, 43, 164, 240-241
and political activity, 27
and riots and protests, 27-28
and strikes, 141-144, 141-142
and work, 110-114
Good Shepherd (Bons Pasteurs) institutions,
206
Gouges, Olympe de, 28
Guillaumin, Emile (The Life of a Simple
Man), 71, 85

Hajnal, John, 54
Hardy, Thomas (“The Ruined Maid”), 146
Haussmann, Georges Eugene (Baron), 173
health and hygiene, 176-180

folk remedies, 179

and morality, 197
Heimatrecht (right of domicile), 201
Hill, Octavia, 161, 174
Hobsbawm, Eric, 98
households, 24

see also family formation, co-resident
housing

artel (in Russia), 169

British housing legislation, 175

investigative reports, 165, 176-180

lodging houses, 168—170

and mass transit, 175

rural, 70-72, 73, 78, 81, 86

see also landholding

tenements, 169-171

urban, 165-176

urban renewal, 173-176
Hugo, Victor (Les Misérables), 48

illegitimacy, 56-58, 63, 77, 155-156,
229,231
see also children, ex-nuptial; mothers,
single (unwed)
In Darkest England and the Way Out, 115
Industrial Revolution, 21-22
industrialization, 20, 28, 153
second half of century, 153
and work, 118, 131, 133
infanticide, 54, 99, 157, 192, 233-234
International Working Men’s Association,
142

Kertzer, David L., 231
kindergarten movement, 212-213
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labor legislation, 135-140
see also work, labor legislation
Lacombe, Claire, 30
Landholding
day laborers, 72
latifundia, 75
rural, 70-72, 74
sharecroppers, 70-72, 73
tenant farmers, 70, 73
Laslett, Peter, 23
laws
England, 37
France
Napoleonic Civil and Penal Codes,
32-36
protection of property, 34-35
seduction of women, 33
widows, 33
Germany
Prussia (Allgemeines Landrecht), 3637,
200
see also labor legislation
Lazarus, Emma, 154
League for the Protection of Mothers
(Germany), 214
Lees, Lynn Hollen, 225
leisure, 184-187
cafés and pubs, 186-187
Léon, Pauline, 28
Le Play, Frédéric, 129
Lewis, Oscar, 14
London Labour and the London Poor, 115-116

Magdalene institutions, 194, 206, 207
Malthus, Thomas, 49, 60
neo-Malthusian movement, 60
marriage, 23
in legal codes, 34
material and emotional interests, 76
patterns, 54-55, 58
rural, 75-77
urban, 155-157
maternity
See mothers
Mayhew, Henry, 115, 145
Mearns, Andrew, 174
menopause, 51
menstruation, 65
midwives, 48, 53, 60
migration, 25, 26, 27, 58, 85, 102-107
associated with crime, 188
gender differences, 104107
relation to illegitimacy, 104, 231
seasonal, 85, 102, 103
and urban growth, 152
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millwork, 113, 130-134
see also work, factory and millwork
mining, 134-135
mir (Russian commune), 75, 84
morality
and ex-nuptial births, 57, 156
and poor relief, 205, 237
and poor women, 63-64, 134-137
and poverty, 13, 63—64, 200
relationship to charity, 198
in workhouses, 40
More, Hannah, 181
mortality, 44, 44-49
in childbirth, 47
from puerperal fever, 47
decline in, 48
diseases causing, 44, 47
infant and child, 45-47, 212
of parents, 160
mothers
abandoning infants, 207-209, 229-233
aid for breastfeeding, 233
childrearing, 157-160
and citizenship, 43
domestic labor, 157-158
emotional attachment to children, 159,
231, 235
and honor, 209
maternity insurance for, 214
maternity leaves, 217
morality and ex-nuptial births, 57
as outcasts, 56
pensions for, 216-217
as recipients of charity and welfare,
211-218, 223-228
relationships with daughters, 6, 160, 235
single (unwed), 5658
see also children, ex-nuptial;
illegitimacy
teaching of, 212
in urban areas, 156

National Insurance Act (Great Britain)
(1911), 216

Nye, Robert A., 177

nymphomania, 67

occupations
See work
orphans, 38, 220, 228

Palm d’Aelders, Etta, 28
Parent-Duchatelet, Alexandre J.-B., 192
Pasteur, Louis, 48, 179

pawnshops, 158, 234
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peasants, 69, 95, 96
political activity, 27
riots and protests, 27-28
unions and strikes, 141-144
poorhouses, 200
see also workhouses
Poor Laws (England), 39-40, 201, 202,
203-205, 225-228
clients, 225-228
and gender, 204
guardians, 226, 227, 235
and men, 227
outdoor relief, 227-228, 236
workhouse, 40-41, 200, 226, 227
poor relief, 38-42, 200-203
depending on “right of domicile”
(Germany), 201
in early industrialization, 38
in French Revolution, 38
and gender, 201, 202, 225-228
outdoor relief, 227-228, 236
and religion, 205
and residency (England), 201-203
social stigma, 223
use of, 41-42
population explosion, 43, 44, 55
fear of depopulation and welfare, 229
in rural areas, 75
urban growth, 152
see also fertility, increase
poverty (defined), 9-14
pregnancy
frequency, 157
pre-bridal, 55, 65
pregnancy leave, 214
problems with, 45, 157
Prevention of Cruelty to, and Protection of,
Children (Great Britain), 216
prostitution, 25, 98, 122, 148
brothels (“houses of tolerance™), 193
charity for, 220
and disease, 178
middle-class attitudes toward, 148, 159
perceived as criminal, 192—-195
registration and regulation,
193-194
religious institutions for prostitutes,
194-195
see also work, sex work
Prussian Law Code (Allgemeines Landrecht),
36-37, 200
Puccini, Giacomo (La Bohéme), 48

railroads, 74, 102
rape, 65-67

Refuge for the Aged and Children (Russia),
214

religion, 31

and charity, 38, 39, 199, 205, 220

and education, 95, 96

and poor relief, 205

in rural societies, 9697
“Republican Motherhood,” , 29
Rertungshaus (House of Salvation), 206
riots (food), 27-28, 99

political dimension, 30-31
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 46

Sanitary Act (Great Britain) (1866), 171, 175
“Satanic mills,” , 113, 150, 165
Schmidt, Wilhelmina, 184
Scott, Joan W., 1, 10
seamstresses, 45
see also work, seamstresses
seduction, 57, 65-67, 76
and promise of marriage, 58
separate spheres, limited relevance, 7, 150,
152, 163, 240
private and public, 29
rhetoric of, 111-112
for work, 110-114
serfs (Russia), 69, 74, 83
sex and sexuality, 9, 43, 62-68, 76, 196
control of, 55
eroticization of poverty, 155
ideas about, 51, 57, 63-64
and illegitimacy rate, 56
in Napoleonic Code, 35
poor women’s, fear and discussion of, 62
poverty and, 56
premarital, 56
same-sex relationships, 63
separate from reproduction, 62
sexual practices and population
explosion, 50-52, 5658
and social order, 64
unwed mothers as outcasts, 56
women’s knowledge of, 53—54, 59-60,
62, 65, 157
see also mothers, single (unwed)
sex work, 25, 128, 148
see also prostitution
slums.
See housing
Smith, Adam (The Wealth of Nations), 155
Society for Maternal Charity (France), 200
Society for the Care of Indigent Children
(Russia), 214
Society for the Protection of Women
(Russia), 220
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Society of Revolutionary Republican
Women (France), 29-30

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 200-203

Speenhamland system, 40

Sue, Eugene, 165

sweated labor (home- and piecework),
124-130, 140, 156

see also work, sweated labor

Thompson, Edward P., 10
Torrens Act (Great Britain) (1868), 175

unemployment, 38, 42, 111, 145
“dead season,” , 126, 145
Union to Combat Child Mortality (Russia),
214
unions (labor), 141-142
and family wage, 112
and strikes, 141-144
urban life
housing, 153
private spaces, 154
public spaces, 152
urban renewal, 173176
Germany (Hamburg, Berlin), 173-174,
175
London, 174-175
Paris, 173
see also housing

welfare, 209-219
based on male breadwinner, 218
for the elderly, 219, 225
free milk dispensaries, 213
for infants, well-baby centers, 213
see also children, abandoned; foundling
institutions
for maternal breastfeeding, 233
protection of mothers and children,
211-218
recipients, 223-235
see also Poor Laws (England); poor
relief; workhouses
wet nurses (wet-nursing), 45-47,72,73, 94,
232
widows and widowers, 23, 81, 88, 97, 160,
204, 227, 235, 236
Women’s Trade Union League (Emma
Paterson), 142
work
accidents, 132, 134
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child labor, 60, 77, 88, 90, 94, 134
cottage industries/crafts, 20-21, 86, 88
textiles (weaving, spinning, carding),
24, 88, 90
domestic service, 90-91, 119-122
factory and millwork, 130-134
textiles, 113, 131
gender conflict, 118
gender division, 86-95, 110-114, 131,
133, 148
household labor, 76, 85, 116-118,
122, 196
hidden, 112, 145
labor legislation, 135-140
in Belgium and Sweden, 139
British Factory Acts, 135-136
and families, 136
in France, 138
in Germany, 137-138
in Russia, 139
and women’s health, 137
laundry, 117, 122
life cycle, 109
and marriage, 132
male breadwinner (gendering work),
110-114, 148
midwifery, 94
mining, 134-135
rural labor, 86-95
agricultural gangs, 94
gender division, 86-95
gleaning, 91
specialized work, 89
seamstresses, 45
sex work, 25, 128, 148
see also prostitution
sweated labor (home- and piecework),
124-130, 140, 156
housing for, 168
needlework (garments), 125-126
other sweated labor, 130
seasonal, 124
wet-nursing and “baby farming,” 94

workhouses, 40—41, 200,

226, 227
in Antwerp, Spain, and Italy, 205
for migrants (Wanderarbeitsstdtten), 218
see also poorhouses; Poor Laws
(England)

zadruga (Russia), 82
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