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PREFACE

An earlier version of this book was a privately published
doctoral dissertation of the I'ree University at Amsterdam
(Academische Pers, 1981). At the time, I intended to pro-
duce a less provisional edition of it as soon as possible. My
aim was to give the Clitophon a more secure position within
the development of ancient philosophical protreptic.

However, other duties prevented me from realising this
project. It was not until 1995 that I had the opportunity of
studying protreptic once again (cf. my paper ‘Protreptic in
ancient theories of philosophical literature’). By then, it
was clear to me that the most I could hope for was an
opportunity for publishing a revised edition of the 1981
thesis.

For this reason, I owe a lasting debt of gratitude to my
friend and colleague, Professor Jaap Mansfeld of the Uni-
versity of Utrecht, who very kindly suggested to the editors
of the series ‘Cambridge Classical Texts and Commen-
taries’ that they should take a revised version of the book
into consideration; likewise to the editors of CCTC for
accepting it. I feel particularly privileged that this is the
first commentary on a Platonic text to appear in this dis-
tinguished series.

The board of the Faculty of Letters of the Free Univer-
sity at Amsterdam financed the computerising of the book.
It has been a particular stroke of luck that my pupil, Ms
Josselijn Boessenkool, consented to undertake this labori-
ous task. If it had not been for her unequalled competence
and precision, the publication of this edition would have
taken up much more time and required much more
labour. I am very grateful that the board of the Fondation
Hardt pour I’étude de 'antiquité classique allowed me a
four-week sojourn in the summer of 1997, which permitted
me to lay a solid foundation to the book as it presently is.

1X
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PREFACE

For the same reason, I thank Professor David Sedley, who
very graciously enabled me to work at the Cambridge
University Library for a couple of days in October 1997.

I have greatly profited from a number of conversations
with Professor Sedley. Professor James Diggle sent me a
number of highly salutary notes, which have stimulated
me to think some of the problems through once again.

My former colleague Dr Pauline Allen corrected the
English of the first version of this book; Professor Sedley
has suggested numerous improvements for this one. I am,
of course, responsible for such blemishes as remain. Dur-
ing the final stages, Pauline Hire, Susan P. Moore, Caro-
line Murray and my colleague Dr J. G. M. van Dijk have
been extremely helpful in drawing my attention to various
mistakes and inconsistencies.

But above all, I am grateful to two scholars of the Free
University. The late G. J. de Vries taught me most of what
little I understand about Plato and Platonic Greek. Profes-
sor D. M. Schenkeveld (emeritus) supervised my thesis,
and if the exposition of my views throughout this book is
even passably understandable, most of the credit should go
to his acute observations, and his constant insistence on his
promovendi making clear what they want to do, why they
want to do it, and how they do it. If this book had not
already been dedicated to the memory of someone else, it
should certainly be dedicated to him. I'm very proud to be
his successor in the chair of Greek in the University which
we have both been honoured to serve for most of our
lives.

The first version of this book appeared under the title 4
Commentary on the Platonic Clitophon. As will be clear from
section 11.7.9 of the Introduction, I no longer have any
strong doubts about the authenticity of this work, even
though I still cannot shake off all my misgivings. But I now
feel that the grounds for my doubts are rather weak, and 1
have no compunction in presenting this revised version as

X
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PREFACE

Plato: Clitophon. 1 am particularly grateful to Professor Sed-
ley, who was instrumental in bringing about this change of
mind. But no matter if this dialogue is authentic or not,
the most important question is its literary and philo-
sophical intention — while rereading what I wrote seven-
teen years ago, I have felt that my interpretation of it did
not require major changes.

Indeed, when I compare the Urfext of this book with
the vast amount of work on Plato published during the
nineties, I feel sustained by the fact that most of my
conclusions are shared by many excellent Platonists today,
even though only a tiny minority of them have, I suppose,
bothered to read what was after all a minor book on a
minor and suspect dialogue.

My dissertation contained a separate chapter on the
MSS of the Clitophon. 1 have decided to suppress this — a
highly condensed version is here presented as ‘Appendix
1r’. At the time, I did not have photographs of all MSS at
my disposal (see my paper ‘Supplementary notes’). The
textual tradition of the Clitophon is hardly different from
that of the Republic, for which we now have the brilliant
monograph of my pupil, Dr G. J. Boter (The Textual Tra-
dition of Plato’s Republic). It is very gratifying that my thesis
should have started a spate of fundamental studies on the
MS transmission of Platonic dialogues — nearly all of these
studies are based on the first version of the present book,
which obviously found its way into most of the major aca-
demic libraries throughout the world. But a rehash of my
work as published in 1981 would be pointless in 1999. I
have, however, made a fresh collation of ADF — from
photographs, unfortunately, not from these MSS them-
selves. This re-examination has prompted me to change
the apparatus in quite a few places.

A short time ago, the Clitophon was being described as a
Jjewel’ — admittedly in my hearing, and by someone who
had read the first version of my commentary. I am just as

x1
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PREFACE

aware as anyone that it is not an unflawed jewel. Yet I
hope that this book will contribute to its being considered
worthy of being inserted in the crown — if not, that it will
be taken as a serious and in some aspects unique represen-
tative of fourth-century philosophical literature.

Amsterdam S.R. S.

X1l
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