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Technical note

Russian words are transliterated with a simplified version of the
Library of Congress system except for the accepted English forms
Moscow, St Petersburg and Archangel. Also, the letter designation of
one locomotive class is transliterated as ‘Ye’ rather than ‘E’ (see
chapter 1, note 76).

Events within Russia prior to 1/14 February 1918 are dated by the
Julian (Old Style) calendar, whilst events outside Russia are recorded
with the Gregorian (New Style) calendar, though for clarity many such
dates are shown in both styles. All later dates are in the ‘New Style’.

Because of incomplete data and exchange-rate fluctuations the
value of a given contract is indicated in the currency under negotia-
tion unless comparative figures are shown in the sources. For overall
comparisons, table 7.1 shows the value of the Soviet railway contracts
in Swedish crowns at 15 April 1923 as recalculated by the Russians
themselves, together with relevant London exchange rates for 13 April
1923. For the Soviet period ruble values refer to so-called gold rubles,
except for one reference to Soviet domestic rubles.

The reliability of published Soviet foreign trade statistics is dis-
cussed separately in chapter 7.

Weights and distances have been converted thus:

1 pood 16.30 kilograms
1 verst 1.06 kilometres

References from Russian archives normally show the archive’s name in
abbreviated form, the number of the collection (fond), the number of the
inventory (opis’), the number of the file (delo, or edinitsa khraneniia), and
the number of the folio (list). In certain references from the Archive of
Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation the file number is followed by
the number of a packet (papka) and then the folio number. In all cases
the reverse side of a folio is designated by ‘ob” after the folio number.
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AEF American Expeditionary Force (in France)

Arcos All-Russian Cooperative Society Ltd

DOG Deutsche Okonomie GmbH

GOELRO State Commission for the Electrification of Russia

GOMZA State Group of Machine-building Factories

Gosplan State Planning Commission
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KhMmuU NKPS Directorate of Economics and Materials
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MPS Ministry of Ways of Communication (until
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Nohab Nydqvist & Holm AB

OTK Basic Transport Commission

RKP(b) Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik)

Sazherez Samara Railway Repair Factory

SNK, Sovnarkom Council of People’s Commissars

STO Council of Labour and Defence

Ts People’s Commissar of Ways of Communication

Tsentrosoiuz Central Cooperative Society

TsK Central Committee of the RKP(b)
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TsP Deputy People’s Commissar of Ways of
Communication
Volkhovstroi Volkhov dam construction project
VSNKh Supreme Council of the National Economy
VTsIK All-Russian Central Executive Committee
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