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Preface

This book had its origins when we combined our interests in historical
demography (S.S.) and in the modelling of biological systems (C.J.D.). We
discovered that the parish registers of England from 1550 to 1812 contain
very valuable data series which were readily studied by the statistical tech-
nique of time-series analysis, providing a fully quantitative and statistical
approach to studies in human demography in the past. The results were
ideal for the mathematical modelling of population cycles. We hope that
this novel approach to the integration of historical demography and the
epidemiology of infectious diseases will be of value to readers from a
variety of disciplines.
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of Manchester Institute of Science and Technology, our co-author on
many papers, for his unstinted assistance and advice. He introduced us to
the intricacies of time-series analysis and dealt with all our mistakes in the
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Conversion table for imperial to metric units

Imperial unit

Metric equivalent

1 inch
1 foot
1 yard
1 mile
1 acre
1 square mile

25.4 millimetres
0.3048 metre
0.9144 metre
1.609 kilometres
0.405 hectare

259 hectares
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