
Index

absent-minded action 335, 346–7
as clue to the supposed property,

‘sub-intentionality’ 356
properties of 350–2

act-desire 461, 541–2
and attraction 584–5
and breathing 463–5
and laughter 466–7
and problematic ‘doings’ generally 466–7
and thinking 469–71
as force 542
as generating all action and intending 542
bodily, absent in those who are unconscious

463–4
dialectics of 584–5
misconceptions of nature of 584
vs propositional desire 461
relation to self 584–5
trying as natural expression of 542

act of the will 316
‘acte gratuit’ 545–6, 578–9
action

an astonishing phenomenon 317
and blinking 467–8
and breathing 463–5
and laughter 465–7
and visual perception, properties in common

with 456–60
as invariably intentional under some

description 349
as meaningful 328–9
as never happening to one 379, 471
as pre-eminently exhibiting special traits of

mental causality 541
as production of change in oneself 314
‘basic’ defined 397
broad categories of 452–4
broad extension of concept 451–3
causal theory of 503
concept of distinct from concept of trying

451–2

constitution of physical
dual aspect theory of 438–48
exteriorist theory of 424–6
general schema for 420–3
interiorist theory of 423–4
interiorist/exteriorist theory of 426–37,
argument from act-mechanism against
433–7; argument from nature of bodily
striving against 432–3; argument from
ontology against 427–31
only few viable theories of 422–3

‘constitutive action’ defined 453
and decisions 543–7
definition of 349, 449–76
dialectic of physical action 504–10
‘end-of-tether’ 368
essence of, as distinct from definition of 462–3
extrovert theory of physical 380–2
high-speed 352–6, 369–70
how it comes about 579
inclinatory, mere 353
‘instrumental’

defined 594
theory of 397, 594–6

intentional, see intentional action
marks of intentional and unintentional 349,

351–2
mental, see mental actions
misconceived ‘libertarian’ conception of 578,

581
multi-describability of 350–1
ontological status of physical 485–510 passim
problematic possible examples of 450
simultaneous mental, difficulty in engaging in

331–3
simultaneous spatial and a-spatial

individuation of physical 526–7
striving nature of all physical 385–448 passim
sub-intentional, see sub-intentional action
synthetic or ‘collective’ acts 354–6
test for being an action 349

609
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610 Index

action (cont.)
testing the definition of 463–76
thinking and 469–71
thinking process, impossibility in engaging

simultaneously in two 335
‘action’

a familiar use of the word that covertly
endorses a theory of physical action 373–5

merely causal sense 454
affect

and physiognomy 477
necessary anomolousness of causal relation to

body 587
non-rationality of 540

agency, experience of 341–2, 345
angelic consciousness, and ‘mind’s body’ 502,

507–10
animal mind, evolutionary history of 508–9
Anscombe. G. E. M. 397, 561
Anscombe–Davidson theory of instrumental

action 397
anxiety

effect on intentions 578
nature of and effects of 576–8, 581–2

appearances
pure 430
visual, transporting of vs borrowing of 394–6

artefacts and intentions 549
attention

impossibility of total schism in 339
margins of and physical action 355
quantity available for action 334–5, 338–9,

350
visual, limits of differential powers over time

354
awareness of what one is doing 343–7

and action 350

belief, responsibility without choice for one’s 544

blinking
and act-desire 467–8
reasons why not an act 467–8

bodily will
as an essentially potent force 434–7
as ontologically psychological non-mental

469, 485–510 passim
conditionals and 314
its two immediate targets 313
‘sandwich theory’ of, arguments against this

theory 433–9
body

the ‘body’s mind’ 496–7, 505–10
essential interdependence with bodily will

600–5

how it can be the body of the embodied
509–10

the ‘mind’s body’ 496–7, 505–10
as objectified will 601–2
psychologisation of entire 493–4

bodily action
developmentalist account of 495, 511–2, 599
ontologically asymmetrical line of

development of 495
psychological depths of 494–5
unique structure of 491–3
as uniquely linking mind and body 533–5

body-image, as necessity for animal life 324
‘body infectedness’ of mind 507–8
body/mind, resolution of false opposition of one

to the other 509–10
dissolution of opposition 534

breakdown in bodily act-mechanism as
obligatory explanation of failed bodily
trying in situations of liberty 434–7

breathing
act-desire and 463–4
active powers available to conscious human

subjects in relation to 464–5
as in principle an act in some possible animals

463
as such, nature of 463
will-status in conscious humans 463–5

bridging the gap between mind and body
closing the gap 605
physical action as uniquely placed to do so

533–5, 586–7, 596–600

Camus, A. 486, 501
Cartesian Translucence, principle of 428–31
causal properties of bodily trying as essential

properties 603–4
causal sense of ‘action’ 454, 456–7
choosing, of an act to do 547–9

responsibility and 548
cognition

self-conscious and unself-conscious examples
of 361

collective action 356
collective decisions 355
collective vision 354
commitment, to action 580, 582
conductor, operatic

unity of active experiential world when
performing 334, 337–8

consciousness 324, 327
disturbance of from loss of mind 346–8
unity of 336

constitutive actions 448
defined 453
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Index 611

creation
action as uniquely an example of 318
awareness of 342

Davidson, D. 315, 349–50, 371, 397, 483, 503, 547,
572

death
experience of 324n, 325n
of mind 348

decisions 543–7
as inessential for action 367, 543
as perpetually open to review 582
as resolution of doubt, whether cognitive or

practical 543
deciding to act 545–7

collective 355
as inactive event 546–7

deciding-that
and responsibility for one’s beliefs

544
and trying to decide whether 543–4
as inactive event 543–5

Deity, the, 581
depersonalisation, and seeming observing of

one’s own acts 345–8
Descartes, R. 404, 437–8, 448, 501, 505, 514, 600,

602–3
desire

act- vs propositional- 461
act-, see act-desire
and breathing 463–5
and laughter 466–7
and self as supposedly ‘suffering’ its 584–5
dialectics of act-desire 584–5
to ‘do’ as ranging over active and inactive

phenomena 461, 467
developmentalist account of bodily actions

511–12, 599
deviant and non-deviant causal pathways in

physical action 591
a priori knowledge of relation to action 591

dialectic of physical action 504–10
as revelation of the richness of psychic being

505
interpreting the sequential unfolding of

505–10
dilemma, the, for volitionists 371–9

coping with 372–9
initial statement of 372

‘do’, ‘did’, ‘done’, volitionist explanation of such
usages 366

domain of the psychological 474–5
dual aspect theory of physical action 316

and merely Physicalist versions of dual
aspectism 512–14

and a priori identification of physical action
in physical terms 513–14

arguments supporting theory 444–7
brain-related objections to, answered 441–2
first-person epistemological implications of

516–21
interiorist objections to, answered 438–41
modal objections to, answered 442–4
proof of in twelve stages 385–448 passim
spelled out in twelve stages 385–6
statement of theory 511–16
theoretical advantages of 447–8
theory expressed in terms of the agent’s

experience 516–17
truth a philosophical truth 516
truth of theory not a datum of experience

516
dynamic world of the acting agent, 330

emotions
and physiognomy 477
as essentially linked expressively to the body

477
non-rationality of 530

‘end-of-tether’ action
as paradoxically exhibiting voluntariness in

pure form 368
epistemology

of body, as necessary foundation for bodily
will 313

of mind, and Cartesian ‘translucence’ 428–31
of one’s own physical actions 511–26

error, argument from, for trying 386–7
experience

bodily willing revealed as an instance of this
kind of event 521–4

of agency 342–6
of loss of agency 341–2, 345–6
of seemingly being an observer of one’s own

actions 342–5
translucence of 428–31
unique epistemological closeness of 518

‘extrovert theory’ of physical action 380–2
eye, nature of 325

finitude, human, and the determination of
action 581–3

first-person epistemological implications of dual
aspectism 516–21

free action 345–7
freedom and voluntary action 367–9
freedom, mental, as compelled condition 471
‘frontier posts of the mind’ 493–4
Freud, S. 430, 497, 500, 539, 556, 564, 584
future and intentions 554–7
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612 Index

Gide, A. 545–6, 578
Gidean ‘acte gratuit’ 545–6, 578–9
God 317
Grainger, P. 356
Grice, H. P. 503

handmaiden role of perception in physically
acting 327, 338–9

Herbst, P. 368
high-speed actions 352–6, 369–70
history, personal, taking possession of one’s own

557
Hume, D. 345–6, 348, 537, 541
‘Humean experience’ of the self as dispersed

345–6
hysteria

as a disturbance in the mental/merely
psychological relation 497–501

as a purely mental non-neurological illness
498

‘blindness’, ‘pain’, ‘paralysis’, as unreal 497–501
general schema for 497–500

illusion, argument from for reality of will 386–8
incest, as akin in ways to an observer relation to

one’s own actions 326
incorrigibility in describing one’s experience of

the objects of action 330
individuation

of properly mental phenomena,
temporally/a-spatially 482

of sensations, in body-relative physical space
479

‘inner world’, stipulated sense given to the
expression 363–4

inner world, and traditional volitionism 363–4,
382–4

instrumental act-desire 324
instrumental action

Anscombe–Davidson theory of 397, 594–6
as identical with any successful striving to

perform such an act 594–6
defined 594

instrumental striving, physical
constitution of 398–103
definition of 398
interiorist theory of nature of

arguments against 407–11
statement of the theory 404–7

necessarily intentional character of 398
properties of 398
psychologicality of 403–11

a reduced cautious version of this claim
403–4

arguments for 404–11

sometimes are physical actions 397–403
argument for from concept of a way of

striving 399–402
argument for from visibility 402

ways of 399–402
fallacious objections to concept of 400–1

integration of motor and visual powers 323–5
intelligibility gap between mind and body,

closing of via bodily will 586–97
intending 549–70 passim

and ambiguity in ‘mean’ 550
causally (all but) defining 561–4
distinguished as explanatory source of action

from teleological source of some active
behaviours 559–71

and explanation of actions 558
and future 554–7

as primary temporal orientation of 557
irreducibility of 550–4
and ‘I shall ‘ 558
and omnipotent self-determination 578–81
and past 555–6
and predictions 557–8
and present 557, 565
as entailing belief in existence of intended

action 550
as practical commitment to action 550
as rationale of action and consciousness

565–7
as unanalysable into conjunction of belief and

desire 553
intentional action, 326–9

and awareness of act 360
as ultimate rationale or function of action and

consciousness 564–5
limiting cases of 347–8, 360–1
marks of 351–2
what makes an action an intentional action

567–70
temporal properties of 554–7

intentionality
agreeing on a workable concept of 481–2
as not entailed by the property,

psychologicality 482
as significant marker of ontological status

479–7
intentions

and artefacts 549
and infinite proximity to will 362
and lack of immediate power over laughter

467
as agency of control over action 362
as helping to make an act intelligible 547–70
as source of all meaning outside the mind 549
as supervisory type cause of action 563–4
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Index 613

catalytic nature of 563–5
constitution of 552–3
distinct phenomenon from trying 390–3

differentiation of the properties of the two
phenomena 391–3

differentiation of the two concepts 391
logico-nomic relation to trying

explication of this claim 571–5
proof of 575–8

main properties of 552
not one’s way of knowing of acts of the will

518
time sensitivity of 554
without decisions, sometimes 362

intentions, a world of 331
interior striving, invisibility of 396–7
invisibility 393

property distinguished from not being
visually detectable 394–5

involuntary action, related with reflex action
366–7

Jacob’s ladders
between mental/psychological/physical 503,

606
in reverse, from mind to body 606

Kafka, F. 580n
Kant, and principles of individuation of mental

and physical items 484

La Rochefoucault 312
laughter

and lack of immediate control over 359, 463,
467

as necessarily inactive 467
as necessarily non-intentional 467
as necessarily non-rational 467
desire, origin of 465–7

as not act-desire 467
as obligatory 465
non-rationality of 466–7

inner life of as necessary 465
‘stage laughter’ and braying 466

life, inexistence of essence, whether a priori or a
posteriori disclosed 602n

Locke, J. 364, 384
logico-causal laws 606

linking intending and trying 571–8, 597
linking trying and action 593–7
linking trying and bodily act-goal 586,

588–92, 597

meaning, the, of action 328–9
and intentions 351

mechanism of bodily action
activation-of as identical with willing 433–7,

589–92
breakdown-in as necessary source of

act-failure in situations of liberty 434–7,
589–92

as strictly necessary for both bodily action and
bodily trying 313, 589–92

mental
anomolousness of 504
as not susceptible of psycho-physical nomic

links 483, 503
defining 478–85
distinguishing properly mental/merely

psychological 476
an ontological difference 476

individuation of phenomena
a-spatially/temporally 482

‘markers’ of, proposed list 485
typical syndrome of properties 478–9

mental actions, as necessarily experiences 523–4
mental causality

action as pre-eminently exhibiting special
characteristics of 541

‘anti-perspicuousness’ and 538
as causality 535
defining the term of art ‘mental causality’

535–41
limits of ‘perspicuousness’ 539–41
peculiarities of 537–41

and strong knowledge of causal bond
without nomic ground 537

‘perspicuousness’ of some examples of
537–40

mental illness, as distinct from physical illness
497

mental imagery
as pure appearance 318n
bodily causal properties of as external

properties 601–4, 606
mental willing, indubitability of reality of 523
‘metaphysical double vision’

‘inner’ theory of physical instrumental
striving as example of 410, 447

Michelangelo 334
‘mid-air theory’ of self-determination 580
mind

animal and spiritual 502–10
‘body infectedness’ of mind 507–8
the ‘body’s mind’ 496–501, 505–10
death of 348
evolutionary history of self-conscious mind

508–10
how it can be of what is endowed with a body

509–10
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614 Index

mind (cont.)
the ‘mind’s body’ 496–501, 505–10

as representative of the past in the mind
503

effect of throughout mind 502–8
unity of 333–6

mind/body, false opposition of
dissolution of 534
resolution of 509–10

‘minotaur of mind’ 334, 340
miracle, as false model for the phenomenon of

bodily action 580–1
modal properties of bodily willing 442–6

narcissism
radical, impossibility of 331, 338–41, 346

‘nerve failure’ 576
Nietzsche, F. 509
nomic relation, between

intending and striving 571–81
striving and willed event 586–92

observation and will 316–48 passim
observation of one’s own physical actions

sense in which impossible 317 passim
obsessional neurosis 500

and thinking 497
distinction from hysteria as reflection of

ψ ∼ �/� divide 500–1
Occam’s razor 315

and supposed ‘new’ or ‘assembled’ ontological
statuses 418

Oedipus Complex and relation as observer to
one’s own physical actions 326

omnipotent self-determination 578–81
ontological status of, distinguished from

ontological property of 313–14
ontological status

of intentional instrumental bodily striving
490–1

of physical action 472–510 passim
initial uncertainty over 472–3

the mental, as ontological novelty 475–8
the psychological, as ontological novelty 475
putative assembly of new out of old 413–18

putative principles governing 414–17
self-consciousness, as ontological novelty

475–6
ontologies, a ‘slum’ of, implicit in positing

‘ontological amalgams’ 417–18
opposition of mind and body, dissolution of

supposed 534

paintings, as creatures of appearance 430
‘paralysis of will’, inexistence of 576–7

past, the
and intentions 555–6
as reflected in the mind 503
‘authentic’ and ‘inauthentic’ relations to one’s

own 582
perception

as akin in important respects to willing 316–27
as antithesis of willing 316
of one’s own physical actions 514–16
visual

as handmaiden to much physical acting 327
of collectives 354–6

perceptual observation and physical action,
intimate relation between 316–19, 326–27

perceptual relation, properties in common with
physical action 456–60

‘perspicuousness’ of some mental-causal
relations 537–41

‘anti-perspicuousness’ 538
limits of 538–41

physical action
developmentalist account of 511–12
‘extrovert theory’ of 382–4
as governed by psycho-physical law 482
as ontologically merely-psychological

non-mental 476
reasons supporting this claim 479–80

interiorist volitionist theory of 363–4, 382–4
internal scene in 380–4
Janus-facedness of 318
ontological status of 472–85, 486–510
ontological structuring of 493–5
perception of one’s own 514–16

Physicalism 364, 607
Physicalist truth, an example of, demonstrable a

priori through will, uniqueness of case
437

pineal gland
bodily trying as akin to Cartesian posit

598–608
demonstration of claim 604

Plato 324n
Poe, E. A. 324n, 325n
point of application of the bodily will 313
power, active, over limbs 359
present, the, and intending 557, 565
propositional desire 461
proprioception

and ‘sub-intentionality’ 358–9
as a form of act-perception that is unique to

the subject 514–15
experience of as tending to mask the

psychologicality of willing 517
psychological, domain of the 474–5

as extending from brain to entire body 493–4
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Index 615

psychological events, actual physical location of
441–2

psychological/mental distinction 473
psychologicality

grasping essence of when learning use of
psychological terms 487–8

indefinability of 474
marks of 474–5
need for ‘shield’ for mind of phenomena

instantiating mere 502–4
of physical action 476
of trying 388–90
reality of property 474
tests for 488–9

‘psycho-physical’
as a supposed distinct ontological status

411–20
arguments against claim 413–20
supposed (‘amalgam’) assembly of out of

other statuses 413–18
as supposedly self-explanatory concept 413

psycho-physical law, 586
as aid to distinguishing ontological statuses

483, 496
as inapplicable to ‘properly mental’

phenomena 504
linking trying with acting 586–92

psycho-psycho law, linking intending and trying
explication of claim 571–5
proof of claim 575–8

pure impotence of bodily will, occasional, as
mythical 434–7

Putnam, H. 507

reality, impaired sense of and
consciousness-disturbance 347–8

reasons for actions 345
‘reflex action’

definition of 366
relation to ‘involuntary action‘ 366–7

regulative principle governing the explanation of
unsuccessful attempts to will bodily
events in situations of liberty 434–7,
591–2

‘rubbish stuff’
as putative model for unusual ontological

state of affairs 412
introducing concept 412

Sartre, J.-P. 471
‘Sandwich Theory of the Bodily Will’

arguments against 433–7
Schopenhauer, A. 566, 600, 601
self

experience of seeming loss of 341–7

impossibility of splitting 334, 339–40
misconception of as a point consciousness

581–5
partial fragmentation of 339–42
seeming division into apparent selves

345–7
unity of 333–4

self-conscious beings
temporal structure of life of 555–6

self-consciousness
advent of 509
as entailing presence of a necessarily

connected set of powers 478
as involving existence of ontologically ‘higher’

forms of ‘old’ kinds 476
as ontological novelty 475–6

self-determination
dialectically enriched account of 581–3
pellucid mental mechanics of 579–81
supposed omnipotent 578–81

sensations
and systematic relation to body and

environment 502–3
as governed by psycho-physical law 496–7,

586–8
individuated in body-relative physical space

479
non-intentionality of 479

sense organs 323, 325
sense-perception

as handmaiden/stage-setter for much physical
action 327

interdependence with physical action 319–29
passim

involuting onto physical action 326–8
Shakespeare, W. 324n
simultaneous meaningful actions

difficulty in engaging in 331–6, 339
simultaneous thinking processes, impossibility

of two such 335
Spinoza, B. 448
Steinberg, S. 579
‘sub-intentional action’

and absent-minded action 351
most plausible phenomenon as example of

357–62
putative examples of 352
question of reality of 349–62
reasons for rejecting unawares tongue-moving

as example of 361
reasons for retracting theory of the existence

of such actions 361–2
surprise, absence of as mark of intentional action

314
Synge, J. M. 474n
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616 Index

test, a, of being an action 349
things, a world of 330
thinking

and consciousness 469–71
and supposed angelic/demonic minds 507–8
and choice of subject of 464
as a compelled activity 470–1

putting this fact in perspective 471
impossibility of engaging in two simultaneous

processes of 335
incapability of stopping 470
necessity of when conscious 469
obsessionality as disturbance in 497
reasons for inclining one to classify it as

active, as inactive 470
will-value of phenomenon 469–71

thought, the
bodily causal powers of as external properties

601–4, 606
as great novelty in world 509

Tintoretto, J. 329, 331
tongue-moving

as sometimes totally unawares 360
reasons for classifying it as an activity 356–60
reasons for regarding as special case 361

transcending the mind/body divide 586–97
trying

as a distinct phenomenon invariably from
intending 390–3

differentiating the two concepts 391
differentiating the properties of each

phenomenon 391–3
as experienced 388–9
as identical, when successful, with its

act-object 592–6
as necessarily never happening to one 379
as psychological event 388–90
bodily

as ‘mental pineal gland’ 598–608
as universally co-present with physical

actions 386–8
casual properties of as internal to 603–4
ontological status of 488–91
revealed sometimes experientially in purely

psychological form 440, 517–21; as of
type, experience 521–4; explanatorial
considerations supporting this claim
524–6; a-spatial character of this
phenomenon 520; character of
“revealed” as exhausted by type and
object 520; inexistence of quale of this
phenomenon 520; not felt 520–1;
paradoxical kinship of this phenomenon
with the thought 440; strange simplicity
of phenomenon 520

concept of not the concept of an action 451–2
concept of ways of 399–402
mental origins of 389
‘trying’ as synonymous with ‘attempting’,

‘striving’, ‘having a shot at’ (see glossary)
xii–xiv

unawareness of what one is doing, two senses of
343–4

unification of actions 336–8, 347–8
unintentional action 349–50, 367

marks of 351–2
unity of mind 336

of self 333–4

visibility
distinguished from property of being readily

visually detectable 394–5
marks of 393–6

visual depth, experience of in infant 322–3
visual experience of infant 320–3
visual perception

as parallel in ways with physical action456–60
of collectives 354

visual sensation 321–3
in infants 321–2
two-dimensionality of 322–3

visual world of agent vs that of observer 329–31
volition

as necessarily never happening to one 379
posited traditionally as causal answer to

‘What makes a voluntary action a
voluntary action?’ 370–1

traditional version of the theory of spelled out
363–4

understood generally as an ‘act of the will’ 363
‘volition’ a term of art 363
voluntariness of 372, 377–9

volitionism
apparent theoretical advantages of theory

365–6
detachable insights of traditional theory 383
dilemma for traditional theory 372–9

suitable ‘theory-neutral’ statement of
doctrine as eluding 377–9

‘magical’ 311
re-modelled true doctrine positing acts of the

will 316, 382–4
salvaging of 382–4
theoretical assets of 370–1
traditional version of the theory spelled out in

detail 363–4
and the ‘inner world’ 384
as endorsing a mind/body split 384
falsity of theory 379–80

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-61953-0 - The Will: A Dual Aspect Theory, II
Brian O’Shaughnessy
Index
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521619530
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Index 617

‘voluntary’
as properly merely a synonym for the property

of being an action 375
sense of word in the traditional expression

‘voluntary action’ 373, 375
tainted use of word as covertly selling a theory

of action 365, 372–5
tainted use of word as generating a dilemma

for volitionists 375
tainted use of word as naturally endorsing

traditional volitionism 365
voluntary actions

and free actions 367–9
examples of 369–70
generosity of concept of / breadth of

extension of 369
principle of membership of class of 366

volition as simple answer to an important
question 365

pure example of in ‘end-of-tether’ actions 368

will
a priori limits to power of 311–12
as infinitely responsive to intention 362
as unable to determine itself 546–7
clue to reality of 342
first stages of theorising concerning the nature

of 311
idealist theories of 311
primitiveness of bodily 313
responsibility to reason of 547
unable to take one by surprise 575

willing
as necessarily never happening to one 379
as psychological event 314–15, 388–90
awareness of experience of 342
developmental process within 511–12
indefinability of phenomenon 468
reality of acts of 314–15
theories against reality of acts of, the hidden

truth within such 437

will, bodily
a priori knowledge both of the content of its

causal power over the body, and the
nomic character of this causal relation
588

as identical with activation of act-mechanism
(when immediately caused by act-desire
and intention) 433–7, 592–4

as supposedly a mental event ‘sandwiched’
between act-desire and the activation of
the bodily mechanism for action 433–7,
592–4

arguments against this theory of the bodily
will 433–7, 592–3

as rationale of the animal body 602
causal properties in relation to body as

internal properties 589, 603–4
essential interdependence with body

600–5
experience of psychologicality of in puro

517–21
a-spatiality of 518–19
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