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The theme of this book is the crisis of the early modern state in
eighteenth-century Britain. The revolt of the North American
colonies and the simultaneous demand for wider religious toler-
ation at home challenged the principles of sovereignty and
obligation that underpinned arguments and assumptions about
the character of the state. These, in turn, were expressed in
terms of the ‘common good’, ‘necessity’, and ‘community’ —
concepts that came to the fore in late sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century European political thought and which gave expression
to the problem of defining legitimate authority in a period of
increasing consciousness of state power. The Americans and
their British supporters argued that individuals ought to deter-
mine the common good of the community which they comprised.
A new theory of representation and freedom of thought marks
the cutting edge of this revolutionary redefinition of the basic
relationship between individual and community.
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Edited by Quentin Skinner (General Editor), Lorraine Daston,
Wolf Lepenies, Richard Rorty and J. B. Schneewind

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions
and of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that
were generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within
the contemporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed
studies of the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by
different audiences, it is hoped that a new picture will form of the
development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By this means, artificial
distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various sciences, of
society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation
A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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Again this Is apparent to us in daily conversation: that if four or
five persons that have lived together be talking, another speak-
ing the same language may come in and yet understand very
little of their discourse, in that it relateth unto circumstances,
persons, things, times and places which he knoweth not. Itis no
otherwise with a man having no insight of the times in which
they were written and the circumstances unto which they relate,
and the reading of ancient books, whether they be divine or
humane.

Harrington, Oceana

What is justice? It is constant care for the common good. In
what does the science of law consist? In the knowledge of the
best government. What is law? It is an art of watching over the
public interest. Whatis law, or ‘the just’? It is the useful. What is
natural law? The private interest of each one of us. What is the
law of nations? The common good of all nations. What is civil
law? The good of the commonwealth. What are the sources of
law and why did the law of nature originate? That many may
live in any way soever. Why did jus gentium arise? That man
might live in security and ease. What reason accounts for the
establishment of civil law? The attainment of a happy and
prosperous life. Which is the highest law, the standard we are to
follow whenever we interpret any legal enactment? The
greatness of the state, the preservation of our ruler, the glory of
both.

Vico, On the Study Methods of our Time
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Rabbi Perahia said: ‘Appoint for yourself a teacher and acquire

a friend.’
Mishna Avot 1:6

Though I have spoken in some detail of the duties of the teacher,
I shall for the moment confine my advice to the learners to one
solitary admonition, that they should love their masters not less
than their studies, and should regard them as parents not indeed

of their bodies but of their minds.
Quintilian, Institutio Oratoria 11.ix
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