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losophy remains shrouded in confusion and controversy. Restoring
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For my mother, father, and (in memoriam) Gutcher,

Poets of public policy, healers of human being, teachers.
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Time will bring to light whatever is hidden; it will conceal and
cover up what is now shining with the greatest splendor.

Horace, Epistles

An unlimited text is one that every time gives rise to a new
reading while partly escaping it.

What still remains to be read is its one chance of survival.
Edmond Jabès, The Little Book of

Unsuspected Subversion
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A Note on the Notes

Some of us are footnote people, but many are not. For those who find that
copious footnotes disrupt the flow of the text, my (perhaps obvious) sug-
gestion is: Do not feel compelled to read every note as you go. If you want
the reference or have an unanswered question, then you should read the
surrounding notes; with any luck your question will be answered there
(and if it is not, then you will see that in fact I do not have enough notes).
Otherwise, I would invite you to read through the notes at your leisure;
some supplemental and specialized argument is done in the notes, and a
number of Holzwege are preserved there as well. (The received view that
by Holzweg Heidegger means “dead-end” is mistaken. In the prefatory epi-
graph to the collection of essays he titled Holzwege, Heidegger explains
these as forest paths made by backwoods loggers and known to backcoun-
try hikers, thus implying that a Holzweg is a path leading to a place in the
forest from which trees have been removed – that is, a clearing.)
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Höhlengleichnis und Theätet. Hermann Mörchen, ed.
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