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PREFACE

The problem of the origin of Gnosticism is a knotty one. The
History of Religions School, including the New Testament
scholar Rudolf Bultmann and his pupils, sees Gnosticism as a
religious movement coming into and influencing Christianity.
Others point out that such a supposition is built from texts
which are no earlier than the second century A.p. The History
of Religions School replies that since there are gnostic concepts
in early Christianity, including the New Testament, these con-
cepts must have come into Christianity from somewhere, i.e.
from Gnosticism. Opponents of this view reply that there are no
pre-Christian texts supporting such a view. It is to one aspect of
this problem that this study seeks to address itself.

A basic premise of this inquiry should be expressed here at the
outset. It is simply this, that the concepts found in the New
Testament material that will be discussed here were not created
de novo by the Christian community. Heinrich Schlier made this
point most succinctly in 1930 regarding the term ‘new man’ in
Eph. ii. 15.1 The fact that the author employs this term without
any explanation renders it improbable that it ‘sprang from his
fantasy’. Nor can the term be explained as an interpretation of
Pauline statements like those in Rom. v. 12 ff. and I Cor. xv,
since it would still have to be explained how the Pauline
‘second man’ could become the ‘new man’ of Eph. ii. 15, a
term which seems to involve rather a different set of concepts.
The point is that this, and the other mythical concepts that will
concern us here, in all probability had their origin in pre-
Christian religious circles. To define these circles as accurately
as possible is the purpose of this work.

I wish to express my most sincere appreciation to my former
Doktor-Vater, Professor James M. Robinson, who provided in-
valuable advice and criticism of this work in its several stages
prior to submission as a Ph.D. dissertation at Claremont in
1963, and who also read and commented upon the revised
manuscript prior to publication. My thanks go also to Professors

1 Heinrich Schlier, Christus und die Kirche im Epheserbrief (Beitrige zur
historischen Theologie, 6) (Tubingen, 1930), p. 27.
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PREFACE

Ernest C. Colwell and Eric L. Titus, who also advised me
during the preparation of the dissertation. Grateful thanks are
further due to Professor Matthew Black and the Syndics of
Cambridge University Press for accepting the work for publica-
tion in this series, as well as Professor W. D. Davies and
Dr R. McL. Wilson of the editorial board of the series, who
read the manuscript and called to my attention several im-
portant writings I had otherwise overlooked. Needless to say,
responsibility for any errors or mistakes of judgment will have
to rest with me alone.

The original writing of the dissertation was made possible by
a National Defense Education Act Fellowship, and the revision
by an Emory Summer Research Award; I am deeply indebted
to the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare of the
United States Government and to Emory University for these
grants. Special thanks go to Mrs Pauline E. Pullen of Atlanta,
Georgia, who turned some almost impossible copy into a
beautiful typescript.

J. T.S.

Fugene, Oregon
October 1969
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EDITORIAL NOTE

Except as noted, all English quotations of the Old Testament
and of the Apocrypha are from the Revised Standard Version
of the Bible and of the Apocrypha respectively, copyright 1952
and 1957 by the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America, and are used by permission. Quotations of the New
Testament in English are those of the author, except those noted
RSV, which are from the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible, copyright 1946, and also used by permission. Grateful
acknowledgment is also made to Walter de Gruyter & Co.,
Berlin, for permission to print the table on pp. 84-5, and to
Professor Helmer Ringgren, Uppsala, for permission to use the
transliterations and translations of Ras Shamra texts on pp. 51f.;
further, to Rascher Verlag, Zurich, for permission to quote from
the English translation of the Gospel of Truth, and to the John
Rylands Library, Manchester, for permission to quote from the
English translation of the Odes of Solomon (see footnote g on

p- 44)-

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521615968
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

