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INTERPRETING CHEST X-RAYS

Illustrated with 100 Cases

Interpreting chest X-rays can seem baffling and intimidating for junior doctors. This highly
illustrated guide provides the ideal introduction to chest radiology. It uses 100 clinical cases
to illuminate a wide range of common medical conditions, each illustrated with a chest X-ray
and a clear description of the significant diagnostic features and their clinical relevance.
Where appropriate, CT scans and bronchoscopic imaging are also included as part of the
investigation.

Pulmonary medicine is largely based on the strong foundation of the plain chest radio-
graph. Indeed, chest radiography is the single most common investigation carried out in hos-
pital practice. This collection of case studies will help make the learning process easier, more
enjoyable, and less painful. As well as offering enlightening pearls of core knowledge in chest
X-ray interpretation, it highlights some of the pitfalls that might wrong-foot the inexperi-

enced practitioner.

Dr. Philip Eng is Head of the Department of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine at the
Singapore General Hospital, and Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine at the National

University of Singapore.

Dr. Foong-Koon Cheah is Director of Body Imaging and Director of Teaching and Education at
the Department of Radiology at the Singapore General Hospital.
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Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this book, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

Every effort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and up-to-date information that is
in accord with accepted standards and practice at the time of publication. Nevertheless, the authors,
editors and publisher can make no warranties that the information contained herein is totally free from
error, not least because clinical standards are constantly changing through research and regulation. The
authors, editors and publisher therefore disclaim all liability for direct or consequential damages resulting
from the use of material contained in this book. Readers are strongly advised to pay careful attention to
information provided by the manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to use.
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PREFACE

This book arose because of the huge amounts of clinical material that pass through
the Singapore General Hospital, the largest tertiary care hospital in Singapore. A
significant proportion of our patients come to us for a second opinion from the
neighboring countries. Often they come to consult us for an abnormality on a
chest radiograph. Pulmonary Medicine is largely based on the strong foundation of
the plain chest radiograph. Indeed, chest radiography is the single most common
investigation carried out in hospital practice. This book is targeted towards final-
year medical students and residents in a medical training program. We have given
countless tutorials to generations of medical students, residents, and fellows and
we hope that this collection of pearls can help make the learning process easier,
more enjoyable, and less painful.

Readers are advised to read this book from cover to cover as the cases are laid
out in an increasing order of complexity. The latter cases assume some fundamen-
tal knowledge which is laid out in the earlier cases. The authors have intentionally
made the cases as clinically relevant as possible so that interest is sustained and
the book will not be heavy going.

P. ENG
F.K. CHEAH
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