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Preface

Let G be a finite group and k a field. The set A = Map (G, k) of all
functions defined on G with values in k becomes a k-algebra when we
define the scalar product and the sum and product of functions by

(X)) =af(x),  (f +9)x)=f(x)+g(x),
(f9)(x)=f(x)g(x), f,geA, ack, xeG.

In general, a k-algebra A can be characterized as a k-linear space A
together with two k-linear maps

u:A®A-A, nk-oA,

which satisfy axioms corresponding to the associative law and the
unitary property respectively. If we identify A®,A with Map
(G x G, k) where A =Map (G, k), and if the operations of G are
employed in defining the k-linear maps

AA->A® A e:A-k

respectively by Af(x® y) = f(xy), ef = f(e) for x, yeG and where
e is the identify element of G, then A and ¢ become homomorphisms
of k-algebras having properties which are dual to u and n respec-
tively. In general, a k-linear space A with k-linear maps u, 1, A, ¢
defined as above is called a k-bialgebra. Furthermore, we can define a
k-linear endomorphism of 4 = Map (G, k)

S:A->A, SHX)=f(x"1Y, feAd, xeG
such that the equalities
w1 ®S)A=p(S ®DA=1n-¢

hold. A k-bialgebra on which we can define a k-linear map S as above
is called a k-Hopf algebra. Thus, a k-Hopf algebra is an algebraic
system which simultaneously admits structures of a k-algebra as well
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viii Preface

as its dual, where these two structures are related by a certain specific
law. For a finite group G, its group ring kG over a field k is the dual
space of the k-linear space A= Map (G, k) where its k-algebra
structure is given by the dual k-linear maps of A and ¢. Moreover, kG
admits a k-Hopf algebra structure when we take the dual k-linear
maps of g, 1, and S. In other words, kG is the dual k-Hopf algebra of
Map (G, k).

If, for instance, we replace the finite group G in the above argument
by a topological group and k by the field of real numbers or the field of
complex numbers, or if we take G to be an algebraic group over an
algebraically closed field k and A4 is replaced by the k-algebra of all
continuous representative functions or of all regular functions over G,
then A4 turns out to be a k-Hopf algebra in exactly the same manner.
These algebraic systems play an important role when studying the
structure of G. Similarly, a k-Hopf algebra structure can be defined
naturally on the universal enveloping algebra of a k-Lie algebra.
The universal enveloping algebra of the Lie algebra of a
semi-simple algebraic group turns out to be (in a sense) the dual of the
Hopf algebra defined above. These constitute some of the most
natural examples of Hopf algebras. The general structure of such
algebraic systems has recently become a focus of interest in con-
junction with its applications to the theory of algebraic groups or the
Galois theory of purely inseparable extensions, and a great deal of
research is currently being conducted in this area.

1t has only been since the late 1960s that Hopf algebras, as algebraic
systems, became objects of study from an algebraic standpoint.
However, beginning with the research on representation theory
through the use of the representative rings of Lie groups by
Hochschild—Mostow (Ann. of Math. 66 (1957), 495-542, 68 (1958),
295-313) and in subsequent studies (cf. references [4], [7], [8] for
Chapter 3), Hopf algebras have been taken up extensively as algebraic
systems and also used in applications. On the other hand, in algebraic
topology, the concept of graded Hopf algebras was derived at an even
earlier date from an axiomatization of the works of H. Hopf relating
to topological properties of Lie groups (cf. Ann. of Math. 42 (1941),
22-52). Hence the name, ‘Hopf algebra’. For instance, if G is a
connected Lie group, the cohomology group H*(G) or the homology
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Preface iX

group H ,.(G) of G with coefficients in a field k has a multiplication or a
dual multiplication induced by the diagonal map d:G—->G x G
(d(x) = (x, x), xeG) and is moreover a commutative k-algebra. In
addition, the map m:G x G — G defined via the Lie group multipli-
cation induces the maps

A:H*(G)— H*(G)@H*(G) or A:H(G)—H(G)® H(G)

which respectively make H*(G) or H ,(G) a k-Hopf algebra. These are
graded Hopf algebras and such structures can be defined also for
H-spaces, and have been generalized by A. Borel, J. Leary, and others
(cf. A. Borel: Ann. of Math. 57 (1953), 115-207). For details on the
algebraic properties of Hopf algebras, the reader is referred to
J. Milnor-J. C. Moore: Ann of Math. 81 (1965), 211-64.

This book has as its main objective algebraic applications of (non-
graded) Hopf algebras, and an attempt has been made to acquaint
the reader with the elementary properties of Hopf algebras with a
minimal amount of preliminary knowledge. There is an excellent
work on the subject, Hopf algebras by Sweedler (Benjamin, 1969), to
which this book owes a great deal. But here the central theme will
revolve around applications of Hopf algebras to the representative
rings of topological groups and to algebraic groups. Some recent
developments on the subject have also been incorporated.

This book consists of five chapters and an appendix. Chapter 1 is
preparation for the central subject of the book and deals with some
basic properties of modules and algebras which become necessary in
the sequel. Some simple properties of groups, fields, and topological
spaces have been used without proofs. With regard to the solutions to
some of the exercises and in the treatment of finitely generated
commutative algebras, where 1 have either omitted or condensed a
number of the proofs of well-known theorems, the reader is asked to
refer to other texts. In Chapter 2, coalgebras, bialgebras, and Hopf
algebras are defined, and their fundamental properties are outlined.
Chapter 3 takes up the structure theorem of bimodules and proper-
ties of Hopf algebras similar to those of the representative rings of
topological groups. The proofs of the existence and uniqueness of the
integral of commutative Hopf algebras are due to J. B. Sullivan. In
Chapter 4, fundamental properties of affine algebraic groups are
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X Preface

proven through an application of the theory of Hopf algebras. The
construction of factor groups, the proof of the decomposition
theorem of solvable groups, and the proofs of theorems related to
completely reducible groups are respectively due to Mitsuhiro
Takeuchi, J. B. Sullivan, and M. E. Sweedler. Although properties
pertaining to the representation of affine algebraic groups can be
described satisfactorily by such an approach, there are drawbacks as
well as merits in pursuing a general theory in this context. For
instance, it may distort the overall view of the development of the
subject matter. It should be interesting, for instance, to attempt an
exposition of the theory of Borel subgroups, which is an important
topicin the theory of linear algebraic groups, not touched upon in this
book. Chapter 5contains a brief glance at the Galois theory of purely
inseparable extensions. Although there are numerous texts dealing
with Galois theory, here I have presented a treatment of the subject by
D. Winter. The appendix contains a sketch of the theory of categories,
where notions such as categories, functors and, for a category &,
#-groups and ¥-cogroups, which are used throughout this book,
are defined.

Since commutative Hopf algebras are precisely the commutative
algebras which represent affine group schemes, applications of Hopf
algebras also naturally develop along these lines. The reader will do
well to refer to other texts on this matter.

The writing of this book was suggested to me by Professor
Nagayoshi Iwahori of the Faculty of Science of the University of
Tokyo, to whom I would like to express my most sincere gratitude. I
am also very grateful to Professors Yukio Doi of Fukui University
and Mitsuhiro Takeuchi of the University of Tsukuba for many
valuable words of advice which they have given me in preparing the
manuscript.

Eiichi Abe
Tokyo, Japan
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Notations
Sets
aeM or M3a a is an element of the set M
McNor NoM aeM implies ae N, namely, M
is contained in N
MUN; (J M, the union of M and N; the
hed union of M, (AeA)
MaN; (\ M, the intersection of M and N; the
Aed intersection of M, (LeA)
@ the empty set
z the set of all integers
N the set of all natural numbers
Maps
fM->N a map from the set M to the set
N
Xy the'image f(x) of xe M under

the map fis yeN

When f(M)= N, f is called a surjection.

If x, x’e M, x #+ x’ implies f(x)# f(x'), then f is called an injection.
For M'c M, we denote the restriction of f to M’ by fl,,.

If f:M—N,g:N— P are two maps, the composition of f and g is
written g o f, x > g(f(x)).

xi
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Xii
Logical symbols
A=B

A<=B
VxeM

If proposition 4 holds,

proposition B holds
A=B and B=A4
for any element x of M

Notations

then
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